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MOTIVATED—These three participants in a motivational workshop at the August
Akimel O'odham/Pee Posh Youth Conference seem to have the concept of
motivation well in hand. From left to right, J.R. Cesing, Felicitas Colelay, and Brian .
Antone. Colelay, from San Carlos, brought her granddaughter to the conference.
See conference story on Page 6.

Tribal phone company
negotiating to purchase
local U.S. West system

With financing expected to be
approved within the next week, Gila
River Telecommunications Inc. has
set a Sept. 21 target date to complete
negotiations to purchase the U.S.
West phone system on the
reservation, GRTI chairman Cecil F.
Antone said.

The tribal phone company is
expecting to receive word of approval
of a $3.9 million Rural Electrification
Administration (REA) loan that will be
used to purchase U.S. West
equipment and to begin construction
of new phone lines, he said.

The REA is awaiting the Bureau of
Indian Affairs’ approval of the tribe's
plans before making a final decision
on the loan, he said.

Meanwhile, GRTland U.S. Westare
working to iron out a "few last items”
within the final purchase agreement,
Antone said.

Once that is done, GRTI will be
expected to make a token

"down payment of $250,000.

GRTI! will pay the balance of the
purchase price when it receives its

REA loan monies, he said
After the purchase all that remains
is for GRTI to obtain the approval of

the Arizona Corporation Commission
and the Federal Communications
Commission, and then construction

can begin, Antone said. Sacaton will
be the first exchange the company
will work on, he said.

GRTI was created last year to take
over the operation and maintenance
of the reservation’s current phone
system.

In addition, the tribal company
plans to provide cellular mobile
telephone service, cable TV, and a
two-way interactive video service that
will provide a means for tribal
members to participate in council
meetings, committee meetings and
instructional courses without leaving

their districts.

Cost for constructing the entire
system, including purchasing U.S.
West equipment, has been projected
at $9 million.

Based on a survey of reservation

residents, the tribal phone company
could eventually provide service to
2,400 telephones on the reservation.

Earlier this year, plans for the tribal
phone system were strongly
criticized by some residents who

thought their phone rates might
increase under the GRTI system.
But Antone says rates for GRTI

service will be considerably lower
than U.S. West.
Under REA regulations, the tribal

See Negotiations near...Page 3

Southwest Indians in agriculture will be focus of upcoming conference

“Indian Agriculture in the 1990’s” is
the theme of the second annual
Southwest Indian Agriculture
Conference scheduled Sept. 14-16 at
the Sheraton San Marcos in
Chandler.

Three basic subjects will be
covered at the three-day event:

financing for Indian agriculture,
water for the future, and agriculture
education for Indians, Ardell Ruiz,
Gila River Farm Board vice chairman
and conference chair said.

“In this case agriculture means
both livestock ranching and crop
farming,” he said.

The Southwest Agriculture
Association's business meeting is
scheduled for Thursday afternoon on
Sept. 14, along with a meeting for
anyone interested in forming a
SIWAA livestock committee.

The keynote speakers on Friday,
Sept. 15, include Rep. Jim

Hartdegen,Casa Grande, and Dan
Lewis, aidetoU.S. Sen. John McCain.

Also on the program are Dr.
Eugene Sander, dean of the College
of Agriculture at the University of
Arizona; Clark Dierks, state director

See Agriculture conference...Page 2
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Agriculture conference is gaining stature among tribes, non-Indians

Continued from Page 1

of the Farmers Home Administration;
Stuart Jamieson, representing the
U.S. Department of Agriculture for
Indian affairs; and Bob Moore, former
executive vice president of the Agri-
Business Council of Arizona.

In addition to the informational
sessions, Friday's program also will
include a luncheon and a dinner

dance. The educational program will
continue Saturday morning, Sept. 16.

The conference is primarily for
tribes and individual Indians who are
involved in agriculture on Arizona
reservations and those that border
Arizona, said Elliot Booth, vice
chairman of the Colorado River
Indian Tribes and president of the
Southwest Indian Agricultural
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Association.

But all Indians who have an interest
in agriculture, as well as non-Indians
with an interest in farming on Indian
reservations, are urged to attend,
Booth said.

Conference registration is $50 for

those who pre-register and $75 for
those who register at the conference
registration desk. For further
information, write Ardell Ruiz,
conference chairman, P.O. Box 1252,
Sacaton, AZ 85247, or call (602)836-
2671.

Housing Authority names former

Tohono O0’odham

Les Morrison has been named
director of the Gila River Indian
Community Housing Authority,
following the July 7 resignation of
Steve Jones.

Morrison, who took over the post
Aug. 15, was a housing inspector for
the Tohono O'odham Housing
Authority.

He recently left that post after the
housing construction project he was
working on was completed.

The new director has more than 30
years construction experience and is
a carpenter by trade.

He worked for about three years as
a housing inspector for the Gila River
Indian Community, and worked for 15
years as a project superintendent for
the Estes Co.

Morrison says his immediate goals
are to develop a troubleshooting

inspector to post

program to analyze housing
problems on the reservation and to
complete three major housing
projects soon to be started.

A 94-home housing project is setto
start in about a month in District 5.
The other two projects are set to
begin within the next three months,

Ten homes will be builtin Maricopa
Colony and 78 houses will be
constructed in San Tan, he said.

Another high-priority item on

Morrison's agenda is the hiring of a
new development director.
A development director is vital to

future housing projects, he said.
The development director would
assist Morrison in applying for

funding, selecting housing sites,
hiring architects and contractors and
overseeing construction projects.

Volunteers sought to participate
in project to study thyroid diseases

Volunteers are needed to
participate in a project to study
thyroid diseases in the Pima
population.

The aim of the study, directed by
Dr. Rebecca Davis of Hu Hu Kam
Memorial Hospital and a physician
from St. Joseph's Children's Health
Center, is to determine if a certain
finding is present in the blood that
makes it look as if people have thyroid
disease when they don't.

According to Dr. Davis, the
benefits of this research will be to

keep people with this condition from
unneces3arily receiving thyroid
medications or expensive evalua-
tions.

Volunteers would have one
teaspoon of blood drawn for analysis.
Then results would be made available

to each individual volunteer.
Blood will be drawn on two
separate days with dates and location

to be announced at a later date.
For more information contact Davis
at 562-3321.
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Negotiations near end for tribe to buy reservation U.S. West phone system

Continued from Page 1
phone company won't be able to

to homes, he added.

Currently, under U.S. West, the

charge for running new phone lines charge to set up new service runs

from $100 to $7,000, depending on
distance from existing U.S. West
lines, according to reservation

Burglars break into Casa Blanca Market and take safe

Burglars broke into Casa Blanca
Market this past weekend and made
off with the store's safe and an

Native American

film festival set
Sept. 13 thru 15

Phoenix College is sponsoring a
Native American Film Festival Sept.
13-15.

On Wednesday, Sept. 13 the film
““Geronimo and the Apache
Resistance will be shown.”

“Navajo Code Talkers' and
““Warriors—Honoring Native
American Veterans of the Vietnam
War” will be presented on Thursday,
Sept. 14. On Friday, Sept. 15,
“Windwalker” will be shown.

. Movies will run from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. each day and the event will take
place at Bear's Den-Hanelly Center
on college campus at 1202 West
Thomas Road in Phoenix.

The festival is being sponsored by
the Native American Tourism Center
and is funded by the Arizona
Humanities Council.

For more information contact the
Native American Tourism Center, 333
West Indian School Roard, Phoenix,
AZ 85013, 234-1340.

Tohono 0’odham
chairman fair
after heart attacks

Angelo Joaquin Sr., Tohono
O'odham Tribal Chairman, remains
hospitalized while recovering from
two hearts attacks he suffered in
August, but his condition has
improved and is now listed as fair, a
Good Samaritan Medical Center
spokesman said.

Joaquin was moved from the
Phoenix hospital’s intensive care unit
last week after being listed in critical
condition for several weeks.

At the chairman’s request, tribal
planning director Richard Ramirez is
handling the day-to-day duties of the
executive office.

Legislative Council chairman
Edward Manuel said the council has
been working closely with Ramirez to
keep the tribal government operating
smoothly.

Earlier this year the Tohono

O'odham Legislative Council held
removal hearings to oust former
chairman Enos Francisco Jr. and

then vice chairman Joaquin from
office.
Francisco was removed from office

and Joaquin became chairman. After
months of conflict between the
executive and legislative branches

Manuel noted that “sometimes it
takes something like thisto happen to
bring you together.”

unspecified amount of cash, Casa
Blanca manager Gloria Thomas said.

The safe, which had been bolted to
the market's cement floor, was found
abandoned in the mountains near
Casa Grande by the Arizona
Department of Public Safety, she
said. Non-cash items in the safe were
returned.

Store workers discovered the
burglary at 6:45 a.m. Monday
morning. The last shift before the

break-in went off duty at 10:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Thomas said.

To enter the store, burglars broke a
lock on the market's front security
door and then pried open a glass door
that set off an alarm.

They then broke the alarm and cut

~ the store’s phone wires, she said.

Only the safe was taken. The rest of
the store was undisturbed. The
market was last burglarized about
one year ago, Thomas said.

residents who've inquired about new
phone service.

Once GRTI runs a phone line to an
individual's home, he or she will be

responsible for wiring inside the
home as well as for purchasing their
own phones, Antone said.

Kits for wiring inside a home can be
purchased for as little as $20, he saiu.
Antone said there will be no

interruption in current phone service
when GRTI takes over the U.S. West
system.

A transition team has already been
set up to ensure a problem-free
takeover, he said.
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2,000 pounds of excess fat is shed by people in weight loss program

Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital has
just completed a second 12-week
segment of its weight loss program
known as the HMR fasting program—
total participant weight loss over the
past 24 weeks has been 2,000 pounds
or one ton.

According to the program's
spokesperson Joanne Hurley, 52

people are now continuing with the
program working toward their

healthy weight.
The fasting program will have
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another orientation meeting Sept. 12

at 5:30 p.m. at the hospital.
A non-fasting,

free-of-charge
weight loss program will also begin

Thursday, Sept. 21 with meetings at
noon or 5:30 p.m.

For more information call Hurley at
562-3321, extension 373.

New employees are added to roster
of Gila River Indian Community

The Gila River Indian Community
welcomed the following new
employees in July and August.

Anne Warfield, youth basic
education GED classroom instructor,
Employment and Training program;
Gregory Howard, youth rehabilita-
tion staff, Juvenile Rehabilitation
Center; Garren Manuel, youth
rehabilitation staff, Juvenile
Rehabilitation Center;

Alvin Enis, youth rehabilitation
staff, Juvenile Rehabilitation Center;
Doris Allison, youth rehabilitation
staff, Juvenile Rehabilitation Center;

Ilva Lee Domingo, youth
rehabilitation staff, Juvenile
Rehabilitation Center; Steven Pedro,
laborer, Water and Sanitation
Division; Abel Miguel, solid waste
system worker, Water & Sanitation
Division; Mitchell Losey, water and
sanitation worker, Water and
Sanitation Division;

Marthalene Reed, receptionist/
telephone operator, Tribal
Administration; Marvin Johns, court
baliff, Tribal Courts; Leslie Morrison,
director, Gila River Housing
Authority, Glenna Harper, social

worker, Tribal Social Services;

Linda Sepulveda, secretary Il,
Student Services; Cornelius Lewis,
residential treatment counselor II,
Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program;
Suzanne Acunia, secretary,
Blackwater Community School;

John Wolf, program evaluator,
Office of Planning & Evaluation;
Carlos Johnson, police officer,
Sacaton Police Department; Deborah
Ludlow, police dispatcher/ jailer,
Sacaton Police Department;

Phyllis D. Austin, child welfare
worker, Social Services Office;
Nathan Allen, service center
coordinator (temporary), District 2;
Martha Miller, service center
coordinator (temporary), District 7;
Erna Mills, receptionist/secretary,
Behavioral Health Clinic;

Theresa Lujan, teacher assistant,
Blackwater Community School;
Joanne Miles, Supervisory Teacher,
Maricopa Colony Headstart; Angie
Acunia, cook, Maricopa Colony
Headstart; Adrian Hendricks, teacher
aide, Maricopa Colony Headstart,
Duane James, skilled laborer,
Physical Resources.

Job openings are announced
by tribal Personnel Services Office

The Gila River Indian Community

Personnel Services Offices has
announced the following job
openings.

eBus Driver/Teacher Assitant,
District 6 Headstart Center, $7,500 to
$8,112 for nine months, Job No. 099.
eService Center Coordinator, District
7 Service Center, $13,773 to $17,579
per year, closing date 9-8-89, Job No.
100.

eTribal Council Standing Committee
Secretary, Tribal Council Secretary's
Office, $12,492 to $15,945 per year,
closing date 9-11-89, Job No. 101.
eMaintenance Mechanic |, West End
Housing, $10,791 to $13,773 per year,
closing date 9-11-89, Job No. 102.
*Cook, District 8 Headstart, $8,000 to

$8,112 for nine months, closing date
9-12-89, Job No. 103.

®Bus Driver/Teacher Assistant,
Santan Headstart, $8,112 for nine
months, closing date 9-13-89, Job
No. 104,

eSecurity Officer, part-time, on-call,
four positions open, Juvenile
Rehabilitation Center, $6.15 per hour,

closing date 9-19-89, Job No. 105.
®| ivestock Officer |, state-funded,
Gila River Indian Reservation,
$15,364 per year, closing date 9-21-
89,

Employment applications are
available at the district
centers and the Sacaton
Personnel Services Office.
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tribal
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College students from Gila River and Ak-Chin get fall semester send-off

Former superintendent of state
education for Arizona, Carolyn
Warner, was the keynote speaker at
the Student Services Department's
orientation session for college
students held at the Ramada Inn in
Chandler July 28.

Students from the Ak-Chin and
Gila River Indian Communities
listened as Gila River Gov. Thomas
White and Ak-Chin Chairman Delia
Antone spoke to the gathering about
the importance of education and the
economic outlook for the future.

Students received tips on how to
budget and how to get the most out of
financial aid from Arizona State
University finanacial aid officer Julia
Emmons.

Antonio Chavez, coordinator of
minority recruitment and retention at
Mesa Community College, spoke
about various services available on

campus.

And, according to Carol Chiago,
Gila River Higher Education
Counselor, Warner delivered a highly
motivational speech, spiced with a
little humor.

Students broke into small panels
for an informal discussion of
experiences, goals, difficulties and
strengths they've experienced as
students.

Chiago says students came away
feeling they were not alone, and
knowing they could cope. They also
learned how to seek out help when
needed it, she said.

Perhaps most importantly, some
contacts and friendships were
developed that should carry on to the
various campuses once school
begins, Chiago said.

Financial aid officers, counselors,
and special program personnel from

Career Center secretarial program
featuring automated office training

A general secretary skills training
program, featuring automated office

functions, will be available Oct. 2 at
the Gila River Career Center.

The 700-clock-hour program is
designed to provide intensive hands-

on training. The program'’s duration is
less than one year.
Students attend classes 8:30a.m. to

4 p.m., Monday through Thursday in
room 208 of the GRCC in Sacaton.
Emphasis will be placed on

microcomputer word processing,
dictation and transcription, records

management procedures, typing,
telephone techniques, human

relations, and receptionist duties.
For more information on the

program, on available financial aid, or
for career counseling call 562-3349,
723-5522, or 964-8786.

The Gila River Career Center is
operated by Central Arizona College.

Two Gila River Community residents
earn training certificates from CAC

Two Sacaton residents recently
graduated from programs at the
Signal Peak Campus of Central
Arizona College.

Celestine Apkaw received an
associate of applied science degree

in heavy equipment operation during
Signal Peak’s 20th annual graduation
ceremony in May.

Jeanell Ventura received an early
childhood education certificate at the
conclusion of the Spring semester.
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Attendance at the annual Akimel
O'odham/Pee Posh Youth Confer-
ence held Aug. 10 and 11 more than
doubled over last year, drawing both
Gila River youth and students from at
least eight other reservations, Greg
Mendoza, coordinator of the Gila
River youth council program, said.
More than 522 youth attended the
conference this year, the third year
for the event, Mendoza said.
Attendance last year was about 250.
With the theme, “Let our Voices Be

Heard,” conference workshops were
geared toward developing leadership
skills, bettering self image, learning

to communicate and interact with
others, and learning more about
motivation and decision making.

Among the attendees were youth
from the Hopi, San Carlos Apache,
Tohono O'odham, Salt River, Fort

McDowell, Ak Chin, Cocopah and
Colorado River reservations,
Mendoza said.

The Gila River Indian Community
Outstanding Youth of the Year Award
was presented to Kitfox Antone, 14, of

Maricopa Colony, and Delberta
Salkey, 16, of Lower San Tan, during
the youth conference banquet Aug.

11.

Antone was honored for academic
excellence after being named
salutatorian of his graduating class at
Union Elementary School Salkey
was honored for high scholastic
achievement and for her community
and school activities.

The Akimel O'odham/Pee Posh
Youth Council selected the winners.

In addition, the council presented
two other awards for the first time—
one for the Outstanding Elder of the

Year, the other for the Outstanding
Citizen of the Year.
Named outstanding elder was

Marion “Mitch” District 6
chairperson.
Miles was honored for her

Miles,

dedication to community service and
volunteer work.
Honored as Outstanding Citizen of

the Year was Viola Johnson, director
of the Gila River Department of
Health Services.

Council members cited her
leadership as demonstrated by her
work in health services, and her

dedication and professionalism on
the job.

Gila River community youth council
elects six new representatives

Six new representatives to the
Akimel O'ocdham/Pee Posh Youth
Council were elected Aug. 11 during
the council’'s third annual youth
conference in Sacaton.

Elected to two-year terms,
beginning in October, were: David
Jackson, District 1; Chidette Jose,
District 2, Zuzette Kisto, District 3;
Marty Walker, District 5; and Janelle
Hutchison,District 6.

A special election will be held in
District 7, at a date to be announced,
since no candidates from the district
came forward during the conference,
Greg Mendoza, coordinator of the
youth council program, said.

The newly elected representatives
will be sworn into office by Gila River
Chief Tribal Judge Renay Peters
during a ceremony set for Oct. 14 at 9
a.m. in the tribal council chambers in
Sacaton.

A dance, honoring the new youth
council members, will be held that

BROCHURES
POSTERS
FORMS
PROGRAMS
TYPESETTING
DESIGN

LAYOUT
(602)622-3919

same evening from 8 p.m.to1a.m. at
a site to be announced.

An announcement regarding the
dance will be posted at district offices
and the public is welcome.

The next youth council meeting is
set for Sept. 9 at 9 a.m. also in the
Sacaton tribal council chambers.

THIS 1S SERIOUS?—Many of the topics covered at the Akimel O'odham/Pee
Posh Youth Conference addressed serious matters that affect today’s young

Indians, but some topics were handled a little difterently. Mary Bell, above photo, led
a motivational workshop that got participants rocking, photo below.
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Reminder that clinic hours are changing this month

Community members are
reminded that clinic hours-at Hu Hu
Kam Memorial Hospital in Sacaton
will be changing in mid-September.

Patients who seek treatment
through the walk-ig clinic are asked
to sign in from 11 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Monday through Friday.

Patients in need of emergency
medical treatment will be seen at any
time.

Hospital officials say the changein
clinic hours should mean patients will
spend less time waiting to see a

volunteers to

on AIps and
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American Indian
answer questions
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doctor.

Indian Health Service clinical
director at the hospital, Dr. George
Ting, said the mornings will be used
solely for appointments and
emergencies, a move that should
improve service to patients.

He added that the hospital staff is
looking forward to the change in an
effort to reduce patient waiting time
and to improve service.

DUI conviction
y
puts 0'odham
L ] - - -
judge in jail

A Tohono QO'odham tribal court
judge spent a day in jail after a
Phoenix Municipal Court jury found
him guilty of driving while
intoxicated.

Judge Malcolm A. Escalante was
found guilty June 30 of a charge of
driving a vehicle with a blood alcohol
concentration of .10 percent or
higher, and of a charge of driving a
vehicle under the influence of
intoxicating liquor, Phoenix
Municipal Court staff attorney
Charlotte Berry said.

He was sentenced Aug. 8 and
received a suspended sentence of
one day in jail and a fine of $413 on
the firstcharge, and asentence of one
day in jail and a fine of $413 on the
second charge.

The second sentence wasn’t
suspended, Berry said.

Escalante wasn't convicted on a
third charge of failure to drive in one
lane.

Tohono OQ'odham Chief Tribal
Judge Hilda Manuel says she will not
recommend that Escalante resign.

However, Manuel has taken
Escalante off the criminal bench and
assigned him to administrative and
civil cases only.

“He is a good judge who exercised
poor judgement and made a
mistake,” she said.
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Tohono 0’odham
are sued for
$1,000,000

A former police chief for the
Tohono Q’odham tribe has filed a $1
million lawsuit against that tribe
saying that he was fired from his job
without cause, violating his
constitutional and employee rights,
and causing him irreparable harm.

The suit filed by Robert Goodnight
names Tohono O'odham Tribal
Chairman Angelo Joaquin and
personnel director Max Atwell as
defendants, both as tribal officials
and as individuals.

It claims that because of the firing,
Goodnight's ‘‘reputation as an
outstanding law enforcement agent
in Arizona has been harmed and
besmirched.”

Goodnight is asking for $500,000 in
comepensatory damages and
$500,000 in punitive damages,
according to tribal court records.

Since Joaquin and Atwell are being
sued as tribal officials, the tribe would
be liable for the judgement amount if
a decision is made in favor of
Goodnight.

Goodnight was fired in May soon
after Joaquin learned that the
Tohono O’'odham Police Department

was investigating allegations of
sexual misconduct against the
chairman.

The chairman denied the charges
of sexual misconduct and said
Goodnight's firing was in no way
connected with the investigation.

The dismissal was just part of a
“cleaning house” process in the
executive branch, Joaquin said.

The FBI conducted an investiga-
tion of the firing for possible
obstruction of justice, but the U.S.
Attorney's Office declined to
prosecute saying there wasn't
enought evidence to do so.

According to court documents filed
by Goodnight's attorney, Rod Lewis,
the former police chief says the
chairman gave him no reason for his
termination.

Goodnight said he requested a
grievance hearing in May but was
denied one by the chairman and
Atwell.

This, Goodnight says, violated his
right to equal protection and due
process under the Indian Civil Rights
Act and the Tohono O'odham
Nation’s constitution.

Lewis declined to comment on the
case and Goodnight couldn’t be
reached for comment.

Tribal attorneys filed a motion to
dismiss the suit Aug. 28 saying the
tribe can't be sued because of
sovereign immunity.

The motion to dismiss also states
that under the constitution tha
chairman has the right to terminate
any tribal employee and to deny a
grievance hearing.
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