
The Recreation Departmnet 
held a sports banquet on Aug. 29 
at the District 4 ballfield to hon-
or more than a dozen youth sports 
teams that competed in various 
tournaments and leagues over the 
summer. 

Among the celebrated teams 
was the Gila River Bears, who 
won the little league Single A Di-
vision in the 17th Annual D-Backs 
Inter-Tribal Youth Baseball In-
vitational. Their coach, Gordon 
“Shoni” June received the Coach 
of the Year Award for leading his 
team to championships during the 
ITYB Invitational and GRIC little 
league tournament. 

The Lil Braves received hon-
orable mentions for participating 

in various basketball and T-ball 
tournaments on and off the Com-
munity. 

Teen basketball team Gila 
River Warriors was recognized for 
its efforts in the Native American 
Basketball Invitational tourna-
ment. 

Here is a list of teams that 
won in the GRIC Recreation Tour-
naments this summer: 

Basketball
5-8 division: Champions –  

Lil Braves, 2nd – Gila River, 3rd 
– Hashan Kehk 

9-12 division: Champions – 
Snaketown, 2nd – Ak-Chin, 3rd 
– Gila River 

13-17 division: Champions – 
Gila River Warriors, 2nd – Black-
water, 3rd – Gila River 

Baseball
T-Ball: Champions – Lil 

Braves A, 2nd – Lil Braves B, 3rd 
– Lil Rangers 

Little League: Champions – 
Gila River Bears, 2nd – Outkast 

12U, 3rd – T.O. Red Sox
Congratulations to all the 

teams that competed in the various 
leagues and tournaments!

The Gila River Indian Com-
munity was recognized for its con-
tribution to early education at the 
First Things First Summit at the 
Phoenix Convention Center on 
August 25. 

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis, Lt. 
Gov. Monica Antone and other 
GRIC representatives accepted the 
inaugural Eddie Basha Excellence 
Award for Service and Leadership 
on behalf of the Community.

The Community was nomi-
nated by District 1 Councilman 
Arzie Hogg, who is the GRIC 
Education Standing Committee 

Chairman and sits on the FTF Gila 
River Regional Council. 

In his nomination statement 
Hogg praised First Things First 

and the regional council for their 
dedication to early childhood de-
velopment.

“The team of FTF and the 
Gila River Indian Community is 
a great success story,” said Hogg.

He highlighted the partner-
ship that has developed over the 
years saying it, “Can work across 
state and tribal lines to build upon 
the tribal system to ensure all chil-
dren arrive at kindergarten healthy 
and ready to succeed,” stated 
Hogg. 

A particular trait he highlight-
ed was the personal commitment 

“Serving al l  seven dis tr ic ts of the 

Gila River Indian Community”
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Recreation Coordinator Amber Childs hands out medals to youth ath-
letes who participated in GRIC tournaments this summer.
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Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis accepts the Eddie Basha award on behalf 
of the Community for its commitment to early education.

Water rushes into the Gila River from the MAR 5 site. The MAR 5 Project is an effort to partially restore the river to its former glory.
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The sound of rushing water 
marked the first regular deliver-
ies of water to begin restoring the 

Gila River just west of the Olberg 
Bridge in District 3.  The Aug. 31, 
delivery of Central Arizona Proj-
ect water to the Managed Aquifer 
Recharge site #5, a river resto-

ration and groundwater recharge 
project commonly called MAR 5, 
is a defining moment in the Com-
munity’s history, according to 
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis.

“MAR 5 is the first step to 
truly bring back the Gila River 
to the Community, but it also has 

District 7 community 
members voiced opposition to 
the use of reclaimed water in 
District 7 and approved of a 
motion opposing the construc-
tion of new pipelines in D7 in 
a July regular district meeting. 

But some district residents 
are contesting that motion, say-
ing the district should consider 
allowing P-MIP to construct the 
infrastructure because it would 
provide the district with the op-
tion to bring in water from the 
Community’s Water Settlement 
in the future, even if that means 
leaving the pipelines empty in 
the interim.  

Mikhail Sundust
Gila River Indian News
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LETTERS POLICY: GRIN welcomes 
letters and columns from readers.  Let-
ters should be limited to 200 words and 
be in good taste.  Material that could be 
libelous or slanderous is not acceptable.  
All letters or columns should be signed 
with the writer’s true name, address and 
telephone number in the event GRIN 
may need to contact the writer.  Only 
the name of the writer will be printed in 
the paper.  Letters or columns without 
a complete signature, name, address or 
phone number will not be acceptable to 
GRIN for publication.  GRIN reserves 
the right to edit submitted materials for 
grammar, spelling and content.  

Write to:
 Editor, GRIN
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
Published letters or columns do not neces-

sarily reflect the opinion of the
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CORRECTIONS

The GRIN encourages comments and suggestions about content that warrants correction or clarification. To report an error call (520) 562-9719 or 
email grin@gric.nsn.us

The GRIN misspelled the name of GRIC Human Resources Director Shawna Shultz in the Aug. 21 edition. Additionally, she has one son and one 
daughter, not two sons. Our apologies to Mrs. Shultz.

Letters & Opinions

By Community artist Wayne Narcia

IN LOVING MEMORY

SYLVIA M. LEWIS-GAYTAN

7/26/42 - 8/17/12

It doesn’t seem possible that 3 years 
has passed since you’ve been gone.  

The many memories that we have will 
remain in our minds and hearts for-
ever; remembering you on your birth-

day and your 3rd anniversary. Love 
you forever Sister

SACATON – Gila River Po-
lice is requesting the public’s help 
on any information regarding a 
Homicide that occurred on July 
22, 2015, in the area of District 
Four. 

On July 22, 2015 at approxi-
mately 11:50 p.m., Gila River Po-
lice Officers responded to a report 
of a deceased subject located in 
the area of Aspen and Lower San 
Tan Road. The victim was iden-
tified as Anna Justin, 25 year old 
female. 

Gila River Criminal Investi-
gations is asking for the commu-
nity’s help about Anna’s where-
abouts the night she was last seen, 
if she spoke to anyone regarding 
her activities, or has any addition-
al information regarding this case.  

The Gila River Police Depart-
ment is encouraging those who 
have had contact with Anna Justin 
to contact Detective Chad Towe, 
Criminal Investigations Bureau at 
(520)796-3678 or Silent Witness 
at (520) 562-7144. Gila River Po-
lice Department is offering a cash 
reward for information leading to 
an arrest and or indictment, your 
call will remain anonymous.

Gila River Police 
Requesting 
Assistance in 
Homicide Case
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Community updates
Here are some regular updates on 
the on-going issues pertaining to 
the Gila River Indian Community.by GRin staFF

6:30am & 
10:30am

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

12:00pm
12:30pm

1:00pm
Back in the Day
Shelter

Ravens and Eagles
Stone Carver

Samaqan Water Stories 
Introduction

Ravens and Eagles
On The Trail of Property 
Woman

Samaqan Water Stories
Akwiten

Ravens and Eagles
In Our Blood

Seasoned with Spirit
Food Upon The Water

1:30pm
Untamed Gourmet Vancouver 
Island Dungeness Crab

Vitality Gardening
The Warehouse Garden, 
Cooking, and Mosquito 

Vitality Gardening The 
Northern Harvest

Vitality Gardening The Harvest 
Feast

Vitality Gardening
The End of the Season

Vitality Gardening Welcome to 
Vitality Gardening

Storytellers In Motion
Our First Lady of Cinema with 
Alanis Obomsawin

2:00pm
Seasoned with Spirit
Food Upon The Water

Vitality Health Living with 
Diabetes Day

Vitality Health Spiritual Day Vitality Health Nutrition Day Vitality Health Health/Stress 
Management Day

Vitality Health Fitness Day Native Nation Building
A Capable Bureaucracy:

2:30pm
On Native Ground: Youth 
Report

Earth Voices Steve Kakfwi Earth Voices Bernard Ominayak Earth Voices Walter Bonaise Earth Voices Harold Cardinal Earth Voices Joane Cardinal 
Schubert

People of the Pines Uncharted 
Territory

3:00pm
Creative Native Havasupai Creative Native Domestic Face 

Lift
Creative Native We Are What 
We Eat Part 1

Creative Native We Are What 
We Eat Part 2

Creative Native Smithsonian 
Institute

Making Regalia

3:30pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

4:30pm
Back in the Day Performing Oskayak Down Under Champions of the North

The Great Whale Cup
Down The Mighty River The 
River That Heals

On Native Ground: Youth 
Report

Indians and Aliens Harry 
Snowboy

5:00pm First Talk First Talk First Talk First Talk First Talk Indigenous Focus Dancing with
Red Wolf/ Idle No More Rally

5:30pm
Northwest Indian News Tulalip 
Bay

People of the Pines Invasion 
and Response

Making Regalia People of the Pines Reservation 
and Survival

Make Prayers to the Raven Dabiyiyuu Where The Fish Are

6:00pm Native Voice TV Osiyo, Voices of the Cherokee 
People

6:30pm
On Native Ground: Youth 
Report

Northwest Indian News 
Nisqually Aquatic Technologies

7:00pm
Wapos Bay Guardians Wapos Bay The Hunt Wapos Bay A Mother's Earth Wapos Bay Going for Gold Wapos Bay Raven Power Wapos Bay Lights, Camera, 

Action!
Wapos Bay The Hunt

7:30pm
Fish Out of Water
Birch Narrows Lodge

Fish Out of Water Brokenhead 
Ojibway Nation

Fish Out of Water Tseycum 
Canoe Tours

Fish Out of Water
Nk`Mip Desert Cultural Center

Fish Out of Water Ojibway Cree
Cultural Center

Fish Out of Water Moose Cree 
Outdoor Adventures

Fish Out of Water Brokenhead 
Ojibway Nation

8:00pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

8:30pm
Native Shorts Shimasani Oskayak Down Under Back in the Day Performing Indigenous Focus Dancing with

Red Wolf/ Idle No More Rally
Rez Rides The Twin
Turbo Mustang Project

Indians and Aliens Harry 
Snowboy

Cashing In Double Down

9:00pm

9:30pm

11:00pm

11:30pm

                             Sunday 9/6                             Monday 9/7                           Tuesday 9/8                        Wednesday 9/9                    Thursday 9/10                        Friday 9/11                          Saturday 9/12

The Creator's Game                  
A Native American Lacrosse team 
faces issues traveling and competing 
because international airports don't 
recognize their own soverign nation 
or their passports.

Ghost Riders                           
The story of the annual Big Foot 
Memorial Ride where youth of the 
Lakota Indian Nation ride 300 miles 
through the cold winter of South 
Dakota to honor their ancestors who 
were massacred at Wounded Knee 
by the U.S. Army in 1890.

Kanie'keha:Ka: Living The 
Language A two part documentary 
about the personal, thought 
provoking and honest stories of the 
Mohawk language (Kanien'keha:ka) 
immersion program in Akwesasne.

Alaska Tribes The Story of 
Federal Indian Law In Alaska A 
55 minute film beautifully illustrates 
the history of that path and the 
impacts federal laws and policies 
have had on Alaska Native people.

Dances of Life                   
Reveals the cultural history and 
diversity of the Pacific Islands - a 
vibrant and complex region 
encompassing 25,000 islands spread 
over 10 million sq. miles of ocean.

California Indian: A Tribal Story 
Nick Thomas, a Pomo Indian and a 
successful Los Angeles radio host, is 
forced back to the reservation to 
help his brother Chi, and tribal 
leader Rich Knight lead the Tule Lake 
Rancheria out of danger from a 
seedy casino investor.

Walela                                       
12 of the most beautiful and melodic 
songs created by Walela. An 
inspirational musical journey of the 
Spirit. Open your heart to the 
marvelous and magical harmony. 

10:00pm

Soundmix: Five Young 
Musicians                                 
This program features young 
musicians from a variety of 
backgrounds exploring music in 
ways that reflect their entire identity -
- as individuals, as members of 
distinct cultures and as Americans.

Kanie'keha:Ka: Living The 
Language  A two part 
documentary about the personal, 
thought provoking and honest 
stories of the Mohawk language 
(Kanien'keha:ka) immersion program 
in Akwesasne.

From The Heart Focuses on the 
various bands and tribes of the 

southwest that 'Sing Bird'. Through 
filming Bird Song groups, visiting 
and interviewing elders and younger 
singers the story weaves a tapestry 
of the many varieties of singers and 
their songs in California and Arizona. 

Hand Game: The Native 
American Game of Power
& Chance                               
Also called stick game or bone game 
- is the most widely played Native 
gambling game in North America. 

Soundmix: Five Young 
Musicians                                
This program features young 
musicians from a variety of 
backgrounds exploring music in 
ways that reflect their entire identity -
- as individuals, as members of 
distinct cultures and as Americans.

Every Emotion Costs               
An exploration of the reality of 
returning home on the reserve to 
face family, community and death. 
We follow Quilla and her sister June 
as they return to bury their mentally 
ill mother. They were abandoned by 
their mother sixteen years ago and 
haven't returned home for over 
seven years. 

10:30pm
Dakota 38 A Native spiritual leader 
& Vietnam vet dreams of riding 
horseback in the great plains of SD. 
Just before he awoke, he arrived at a 
riverbank in MN and saw 38 of his 
Dakota ancestors hanged.

Romance of a Vanishing Race   
Featuring Tribal Chiefs who 
participated in the Last Great Indian 
Council and several who fought at 
the Battle of the Little Big Horn. 

After The Gold Rush               
We take a look at yet another 
example of man's damaging 
behaviour on the environment.

Behind The Blue Veil Son of a 
Tuareg chief sets out on a journey 
across the Sahara to save his culture 
known as the blue people of the 
Sahara before they disappear. 

Unshackled The majestic beauty, 
peace and balance of our Earth 
Mother that is rapidly being harmed 
and descrated by the human hand, 
oftentimes for greed and power. 

Amazonia Eterna Long Journey Home

For The Generations: Native 
Story and Performance This 
documentary explores health and 
fitness issues that plague Native 
youth on and off the reservations.

On Native Ground: Youth 
Report

Indian Pride Health and Healing Storytellers In Motion
Our First Lady of Cinema with 
Alanis Obomsawin

Voices Of

Unshackled

Showing: Sunday, September 6 - Saturday, September 12, 2015                                                        GILARIVER TV PROGRAM GUIDE                                                                                  *Schedule may be subject to change.

THANKS FOR WATCHING GRBC TV!

Smoke Traders Amazonia Eterna Long Journey Home Unshackled

Black Indians: An American 
History                                 
Brings to light a forgotten part of 
Americans past - the cultural and 
racial fusion of Native and African 
Americans.

4:00pm
Working It Out Together 
Nutrition(Workin Out with 
Kwanta:Wi and Owisokon)

Indian Pride Economic 
Development

Alaska Tribes The Story of 
Federal Indian Law In Alaska

After The Gold Rush Native Planet Ecuador

The Tundra Book                       
A rare glimpse into a community 
determined to preserve it's ancient 
cultures and traditions.

Native Planet Ecuador Smoke Traders

Friday, September 4
First Friday
5:00pm – 9:00pm
Entertainment: O’otham Traditions and 
Traditional Dance Groups
Free Admission
Huhugam Heritage Center
4759 N. Maricopa Rd, Chandler, AZ
More information call 520-796-3500

Saturday, September 5
Lone Butte Casino GRIC Grand Celebra-
tion
3:00pm – 9:00pm
An evening filled with music, comedy and 
dancing to celebrate the new additions to 
Lone Butte Casino

Saturday, September 12
150th Annual Mustering In Day Celebra-
tion
District 7 Park
Parade, 5K Walk/Run, Softball Tourna-
ment, Elder Chair Volleyball, Kids Games, 
and Live Entertainment, Free Admission
8035 S. 83rd Ave, Laveen AZ
For more information contact the District 7 
Service Center at 520-430-4780

Saturday, September 12
O’odham Veterans Celebrations
Blackwater District 1/Multi-purpose Bldg.
15747 N. Shegoi Road, Coolidge AZ 
85128 
Contact Douglas Juan at 602-327-5973 for 
more information.

Saturday, September 12
Grandparent’s Day Bingo
9:00am
Bingo prizes for D4 Grandparents
Snacks, fruit, and drinks will be provided
Bingo rules will be given on arrival
District 4 Service Center Main Hall
(Flyer cutoff where call information is)

Thursday, September 17
Vah Ki Ha Thash
5:00pm – 10:00pm
Featuring Gerti & the T.O. Boyz
Bouncing houses, snow cones, popcorn, 
cotton candy, dance contest, popover con-
test, and horse shoe tournament
Vah Ki Baseball Fields
District 5 recreation: 520-315-3441

Friday, September 18
O’otham Tash Celebration
12:00 pm – 12:00 am
Presented by District Six Recreation
Jumping Castles, Food Vendors, Lil’ 
League Tournament, Fun Walk, Raffles, 
Mush Ball Tournament
Two Rivers band: 8PM – 12AM
Call 520-550-3805 for more information.

Friday, September 18
Indian Day Health and Fitness 5K Run/ 
1Mi Fun Walk
6:30am – 9:00am
Breakfast and raffle prizes. T-shirts for the 
first 60 runners/walkers that register.
District 2 Multipurpose Building 
Contact 520-562-3450 ex. 2530 or 520-
610-1105 for more information

Community Events

Taking inspiration from 
past leadership, the Gila 
River Indian Community is 
now the proud proprietor of 
the first Native owned and 
operated low power televi-
sion station in Indian Coun-
try. The Gila River Broad-
casting Corporation sends 
its signal throughout all 
seven districts of the com-
munity to serve the Akimel 
O’otham and Pee Posh trib-
al members that live within 
its borders. GRBC broad-
casts via three transmitters 
located in District 1-channel 
21, District 4-channel 29 
and District 7-channel 19.

GRBC is on-air 24 
hours a day and 7 days a 
week, in partnership with 
First Nations Experience, 
or FNX, based in San Ber-
nardino, California. FNX is 
a TV network featuring Na-
tive American & Indigenous 
programming – created by 
the San Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians & KVCR. 
Through Native-produced 
and/or themed documen-
taries, dramatic series and 
arts programming, the chan-

nel illustrates the lives and 
cultures of Native Ameri-
can and indigenous people 
around the world. 

Gila River tribal mem-
bers can look to GRBC for 
cultural and educational 
content, public safety and 
health and wellness an-
nouncements, and even 
children’s programming, all 
delivered from a uniquely 
Native American and indig-
enous perspective. GRBC 
has been established to 
serve as a form of outreach 
to keep Community mem-
bers updated on local news 
and upcoming events, we 
hope to start filming on site 
at GRIC events in the near 
future for more local con-
tent.

How much do I have 
to pay to get GRBC TV?

GRBC TV is a free ser-
vice, there is no cost to re-
ceive the signal, as long as 
you have power, a television 
and an HD antenna, you can 
tune to channel 19, 21 or 29 
to view GRBC TV.

I live on the Gila Riv-
er reservation, how come I 
still can’t see GRBC TV?

Your current antenna 
may be too small or you may 

need to move your antenna 
closer to a door or window, 
or an antenna may need to 
be setup outdoors facing 
toward the transmitter site. 
Other electronics such as 
a microwave, refrigerator, 
and cordless phones may be 
interfering with the signal, 
try moving your antenna 
above these appliances.

How do I know which 
way to face my antenna 
towards the transmitter 
sites?

Depending where you 
are in your district: Districts 
1, 2 & 3 should face the an-
tenna towards the District 1 
Fire Department building. 
Districts 3, 4 & 5 should 
face the antenna towards 
District 4 Service Center. 
District 5, 6 & 7 should face 
the antenna towards the east 
of the old District 7 Ser-
vice building, by the newest 
housing development.

For more information, 
please visit us at www.grbc.
tv or give us a call at 520-
796-8848. Like our page on 
Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter @GilaRiverTV for 
up to date info! Thank you 
for watching GRBC TV!

Gila River TV is GRBC TV
By Gila River 
Broadcasting Corp.
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As elections for a new 
president are a little over 
a year from now, it means 
heading to the polls to ex-
ercise our right to vote. The 
Arizona Native Right to 
Vote event held at the Dis-
trict 1 Multipurpose build-
ing on July 31 organized by 
the Gila River Voter Regis-
tration Board, shared why it 
is especially meaningful for 
Native people. 

A volunteer organiza-
tion of Community mem-
bers, the voter registration 
board brings awareness 
about the importance of 
voting and being count-
ed during elections. Board 
Chairperson Hazel Lewis 
sees voting as more than just 
a right, but can influence the 
kinds of changes needed in 
Indian Country. 

“Elections affect us in 
one way or another from ed-

ucation and social service, 
it’s about pushing [those] 
issues forward,” said Lewis. 

Guest speaker Junior 
Miss Gila River Charisma 
Quiroz emphasized the im-
portance of voting she said, 
“By voting [We] have a say 
in what goes on in the polit-
ical world.” 

She focused on the his-
tory of Americans Indians 
path to voting. Early in the 
state’s history, the Arizona 
Supreme Court referred to 
American Indians as wards 
of the federal government, 
which excluded voting 
rights.

In 1928, District 5 
Community member Pe-
ter H. Porter filed a lawsuit 
against the state of Arizona 
after being refused to regis-
ter to vote, bringing the is-
sue to the forefront for the 
first time.

The issue over whether 
American Indians had the 
right to vote was later con-
tested by people from other 
tribal communities. 

The year 1947 would 
see two individuals – Frank 
Harrison from the Fort Mc-
Dowell-Yavapai Nation 
and Harry Austin, then the 
Yavapai-Apache Chairman 
– faced similar circumstanc-
es to Porter and also filed a 
lawsuit against the state. 

Eventually progress 
would be achieved in July 
15 1948 when the Arizona 
State Supreme Court grant-
ed voter rights to American 
Indians. 

Quiroz said the push 
to vote was also attribut-
ed to the brave actions of 
American Indian service-
man and women like those 
of her grandfather the late 
Terrance Johnson and many 
others serving during World 
War II.  

“Today we honor 
[those] people, because they 

made a path for us,” said 
Quiroz.

Akimel O’odham/Pee-
Posh Youth Council rep-
resentative from District 
6 Nathaniel Talamantez 
understands that there is a 
need for more youth to vote. 

“I think it’s important 
to vote, because 
it’s a chance to 
have [your] voice 
heard,” he said. 

“Not a lot of 
youth know the his-
tory behind Natives 
being able to vote, 
the kinds of things 
[we] had to go 
through like serv-
ing in the military.” 

In the wake 
of the event Lewis 
explained there are 
challenges that lie 
within the Commu-
nity.

“The hard part 

is getting them to show up 
to the polls,” she said and 
that they try their best to 
clarify any part of the voting 
process to individuals. 

Lewis said, the boards 
hopes people learn about 
the history Americans Indi-
ans have had to get voting 

rights. 
In return, she would 

like to see more Communi-
ty members heading to the 
polls, whether it be tribal, 
state or national elections. 

Community Event Tells of Arduous Path to Vote

District 7 Vote

Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Dozens of Community members attended the Native Right to Vote event in District 
1, where GRIC Voter Registration Board staff talked about the importance of voting.

Indian Country Ponders Legalizing Medical Marijuana on Reservations

On December 11, 2014, 
the Department of Justice 
released a memorandum ti-
tled “Policy Statement Re-
garding Marijuana Issues 
in Indian Country.” Many 
people believe that the 
DOJ Memorandum allows 
Native American Tribes to 
grow and sell marijuana on 
tribal land. 

However, under the 
Federal Controlled Sub-
stance Act, marijuana re-
mains a Schedule 1 drug. 
This means that under Fed-
eral Law the cultivation, 
possession, use, or sale 
of marijuana constitutes a 
Federal crime. Further, the 
cultivation, possession, use 
or sale of marijuana also 

constitutes a tribal crime 
under the Gila River Crim-
inal Code.

What the DOJ memo-
randum states is that if an 
Indian tribe legalizes mar-
ijuana under tribal law, the 
DOJ will focus its inves-
tigative and prosecutorial 
resources on eight priorities 
within that tribe’s reserva-
tion. 

These eight priorities 
are: (1) preventing the dis-
tribution of marijuana to 
minors; (2) preventing rev-
enue from the sale of mar-
ijuana from going to crim-
inal enterprises, gangs and 
cartels; (3) preventing the 
diversion of marijuana from 
states where it is legal under 
state law in some form to 
other states; (4) preventing 
state-authorized marijuana 

activity from being used as a 
cover or pretext for the traf-
ficking of other illegal drugs 
or illegal activity; (5) pre-
venting violence and the use 
of firearms in the cultivation 
and distribution of marijua-
na; (6) preventing drugged 
driving and the exacerba-
tion of other adverse public 
health consequences associ-
ated with marijuana use; (7) 
preventing the growing of 
marijuana on public lands 
and the attendant public 
safety and environmental 
dangers posed by marijuana 
production on public lands; 
and (8) preventing marijua-
na possession or use on fed-
eral property.

The DOJ memorandum 
appears to indicate that if 
marijuana is decriminalized 
under tribal law, DOJ will 

not seek to investigate and 
prosecute persons involved 
in marijuana activity with-
in Indian Country so long 
as such persons are not en-
gaged in any of the eight 
priorities described in the 
DOJ memorandum. How-
ever, the DOJ memorandum 
also stated that under certain 
circumstances where an im-
portant federal interest is a 
stake, DOJ may investigate 
and prosecute a person en-
gaged in marijuana activity 
even where the activity did 
not implicate any one of the 
eight priorities.  

Despite the uncertainty 
of the DOJ memorandum 
and the lack of a clearly 
identified safe harbor, some 
Indian tribes view the mem-
orandum as an opportunity 
to participate in marijuana 

cultivation and commercial 
activities. For example, on 
June 11, 2015, the Flan-
dreau Santee Sioux Indian 
Reservation in South Dako-
ta became the first reserva-
tion to legalize marijuana.

They are working with 
Monarch America, a Colo-
rado based cannabis man-
agement company, to grow 
and sell the product. 

Although tribes may 
be able to legalize the drug 
under tribal law because of 
tribal sovereignty, the new 
policy is causing serious 
confusion and concern be-
cause it remains an illegal 
drug under Federal law.

Some say the risks are 
high and the consequences 
are critical, but others view 
marijuana as an economic 
opportunity to support fi-

nancial independence and 
help their people.

The Torres Martinez 
Desert Cahuilla Indians 
in Palm Springs, Calif. 
see medical marijuana as 
a source of revenue and 
formed a partnership with 
Red Crow, a Native Amer-
ican-owned cannabis com-
pany, in hopes to have an 
economic boom for their 
800-member tribe.

Red Crow estimated 
the project will cost about 
$12 million. In exchange, 
the tribe will own 51% of 
what is produced and sold.

Other tribes that favor 
legalization also believe 
they could generate much 
needed revenue.

“We have to evaluate it 

Ashley Pasqual 
Gila River Indian News

The District 7 community held a special district-wide 
meeting on Saturday, Aug. 29 to discuss the matter further, 
and invited experts from the Pima-Maricopa Irrigation 

Project and the GRIC Department of Environmental Qual-
ity to present and share their knowledge with residents. 

Water rights expert and former Community general 
counsel Rod Lewis spoke on the history of the Arizona 
Water Settlements Act. P-MIP Director Dr. David DeJong 
explained the Community’s plan for building the Westside 
pipelines and Glen Stark, the Water Quality Program man-

ager at DEQ, talked about reclaimed water. 
Both of the latter also explained to the District 

7 residents that the Mesa and Chandler reclaimed 
water is very different water from the Lone Butte 
treatment facility in District 6. The Lone Butte fa-
cility is Chandler effluent with a single treatment 
and is considered Class C water. It does not enter 
and never will enter the P-MIP system; the water is 
strictly used in the Lone Butte area for agricultural 
purposes. The Mesa and Chandler water, on the oth-
er hand, are highly treated Class A+ water that can 
be used for any agricultural purpose, including the 
irrigation of all crops. It is not intended to be used 
for drinking purposes.

District 7 already receives water, which it uses 
regularly, from an Arizona territorial court decision 
called the Haggard Decree. The court in 1903 stipu-
lated that Maricopa Colony had rights to 5,900 acre-
feet of Salt River water per year and this Haggard 
Decree water was incorporated into the GRIC Water 
Settlement of 2004. 

According to the Gila River Indian Community 
Water Rights Settlement (which is a part of the Ar-
izona Water Settlements Act) the Community is en-
titled to 653,500 acre-feet of water per year, enough 
to cover the entire reservation in water 18 inches 
deep. 

To handle all that water, P-MIP is tasked with 
constructing hundreds of miles of canals and pipe-
lines to deliver the Community’s hard-fought water 
throughout the reservation, starting in the east and 
flowing west toward District 7. Construction in the 
West End is scheduled to begin late next year, but 
the D7 vote has thrown doubt over those plans as far 
as the District 7 portion is concerned. District 6 has 
approved of a motion to have P-MIP construct that 
portion of the Westside pipeline within District 6.

Most of the water in the settlement comes from 
the Central Arizona Project, but there are several 
other sources. In the negotiations for the Gila River 
Indian Community Water Settlement, GRIC entered 
into agreements to exchange some of the Commu-

nity’s expensive CAP water for a greater quantity of free 
reclaimed water from the cities of Chandler and Mesa. 

Stark explained that the reclaimed water coming from 
Chandler and Mesa is of the highest quality possible with 
the systems installed. Chandler uses some of this water and 
so do multiple Community growers in Districts 4 and 6, as 
well as the Whirlwind Golf Course. As a matter of safety, 
the Community’s Wastewater Management ordinance pro-
hibits drinking or swimming in the reclaimed water. 

It is important to remember, however, that when the 
Community negotiated for and approved of the Mesa and 
Chandler agreements, it never intended the water being 
introduced into the Community’s drinking water system, 
which is operated by the GRIC Department of Public 
Works. The reclaimed water was always intended to be 
used for agricultural purposes, a purpose that is consistent 
with many off-reservation water agencies, cities, and irri-
gation districts.

The concerns over swimming in or drinking the wa-
ter is the sticking point for many District 7 members, who 
say the water is hazardous to human and animal health and 
they do not want one drop of it on District 7 land. GRIC 
DEQ, however, carefully monitors the water quality under 
the Community’s Wastewater Management ordinance and 
under stipulations provided in the Water Settlement agree-
ments themselves. 

These concerns, nonetheless, are at the heart of the is-
sue. Some in D7 fear that if they allow the Community to 
construct the pipelines, reclaimed water will make its way 
into their system no matter what. Others believe the sys-
tem can be built and left untouched while they discuss an 
agreement regarding the use of the reclaimed water in D7.

The overall P-MIP canal and pipeline alignment, in-
cluding the Westside pipeline, were approved by Council 
in 1998, and P-MIP has planned for such construction ever 
since. The design of the Westside pipeline is nearing com-
pletion and DeJong informed the residents at the meeting 
that P-MIP needs direction from D7 and the Community 
Council before October so they can plan accordingly.  

However, if the District instructs P-MIP not to con-
struct the system, the funds P-MIP has dedicated for that 
project (approximately $11,000,000) will be reallocated to 
other projects within the San Carlos Irrigation Project and 
if the District 7 residents change their minds down the line 
there may not be any money for future pipeline construc-
tion within the district.

The District will hold another special meeting to vote 
on the matter on Sept. 19 at 10 a.m.

P-MIP contributed to this article. 

Continued on Pg. 13

From Page 1
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The family of
Leland Fairbanks, md

Saturday, September 19, 2015 | 5 p.m.
Embassy Suites Phoenix - Scottsdale

featuring Navajo comedians, James and Ernie
NATIVE HEALTH Board of Directors will be honoring: 

John Lewis and Association of American Indian Physicians
Proceeds go to help the NATIVE HEALTH Emergency Assistance Program. A  program that 

financially assists Native American families with travel and lodging expenses when a family 
member is transported to a Phoenix Metropolitan hospital for medical emergencies.

tickets $75/person (includes dinner and entertainment)

purchase tickets online: 
nativehealthphoenix.org/fundraiser-0

or call: (602) 279-5262, ext. 3117

NATIVE HEALTH would like to thank the following sponsors:
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Bringing Back the Gila River

Where: The Book Club will be at Gila Crossing Community School 
(in the library building).

What:  A two session book study/activities to better understand how 
to become a more effective learning partner for your child.  This will 

be a hands-on, fun environment.

When: Saturday October 17th and 24th, 2015
Time: 8:30-10:30am

Who:  Parents/guardians of students Pre-K to 4th grade

Why: To learn and discuss new strategies and techniques to help 
your child improve their reading skills and overall school success!

**We will have puzzles, videos, and books in case you have a baby/toddler you need to bring along.**

 
This will be facilitated by the GCCS Reading Coach, Lesley Ford.  

If you have questions please call me at 520-550-4834 ext. 247

Metal                         Clear                         Invisalign

an important connection 
to ensure there is enough 
groundwater in the Com-
munity so that pumping 
water for farming is done 
in a sustainable way,” said 
Gov. Lewis.  The MAR 5 
will not be the only riparian 
restoration and groundwater 
recharge project.  “We have 
future MAR sites under 
consideration and we hope 
to develop these sites to tru-
ly realize the dream of once 
again having flowing water 
in the Gila River throughout 
the Community,” said Gov. 
Lewis.

The MAR 5 site and 
future MAR sites are key 
components in the Com-
munity’s long term water 
plan.  Although the Com-
munity has access to Cen-

tral Arizona Project water, 
the delivery charges of CAP 
water are very costly.  Not 
only do these projects return 
river habitat and wildlife but 
they also help Community 
farmers.  Because Commu-
nity farmers need access to 
less expensive water sourc-
es such as groundwater, the 
Community’s water plan 
relies on a plentiful ground-
water supply within the 
Community. Because MAR 
projects recharge the aqui-
fer they will ensure that the 
groundwater supply exists 
for farmers without having 
to be concerned with over 
pumping. 

In addition to helping 
farmers the project will also 
provide Community mem-
bers the opportunity to visit 
a live river on Community 

lands.  Although the land 
around the MAR 5 site is 
currently unimproved, fu-
ture improvements to the 
MAR 5 site are anticipated 
so it can ultimately be used 
as a park and recreation 
area.  Future MAR sites are 
also planned and the hope is 
to have flowing water in the 
Gila River in multiple areas 
with a number of recreation 
areas where Community 
members can once again 
enjoy flowing water in the 
Gila River.

The development of the 
river restoration sites was 
something the Community 
began working on soon af-
ter the Community’s water 
settlement became enforce-
able in December 2007. “I 
remember elders coming up 
to me during a water rights 

settlement celebration ask-
ing me when will the river 
return, and I knew we need-
ed to start work right away 
on realizing that dream,” 
said Rodney Lewis, a for-
mer Community General 
Counsel and longtime water 
attorney for the Community.

Although the water 
settlement provided Colo-
rado River water through 
Central Arizona Project as 
a replacement for the Gila 
River water, the water set-
tlement did not return the 
natural flow of the Gila Riv-
er.  Over the past five years 
the Community developed a 
plan to use its Central Ari-
zona Project water supply to 
“bring back” the river in an 
economically responsible 
way.  

The Community’s plan 
involved delivery of Cen-
tral Arizona Project water 

to riparian areas on the Res-
ervation, such as the dry 
Gila River bed, to create a 
flowing stream and riparian 
area.  But because Central 
Arizona Project water is so 
expensive the cost to oper-
ate MAR 5 alone in future 
years is expected to exceed 
$1 million annually.

The solution to the cost 
problem was to have the 
project serve two functions 
so that the river restoration 
area could also serve as a 
recharge facility where the 
water in the stream bed 
would eventually perco-
late into the aquifer under-
ground.  Under the plan to 
develop MAR 5 the cost 
of water and future opera-
tions would be covered by 
the creation of long-term 
storage credits at the site.  
These credits are paper wa-
ter rights that can be sold 

or later recovered through 
pumping stored water from 
the aquifer.  The sale of 
long-term storage credits 
created at the site will help 
cover the cost of Central 
Arizona Project water and 
operate the facility.  

In 2011, the Commu-
nity commissioned a study 
of 14 specific MAR sites 
to evaluate which could be 
used for the development 
of a “live river” recreation 
area and an underground 
water storage facility.  The 
Community decided to first 
develop MAR 5 because 
of the ease of access to the 
site and soil conditions that 
allowed for good ground-
water percolation and stor-
age.  The other sites are still 
being considered for future 
development.

From Page 1

Early Education Award

of FTF to work with the 
Community.    

The award is named af-
ter the late Eddie Basha Jr., 
who became a household 
name for his chain of gro-
cery stores and 1994 bid for 
governor of Arizona. His is 
a legacy of devotion to the 
enrichment of children’s 
education through contribu-
tions to various causes. 

Eddie Basha’s oldest 

son Brandon presented the 
award to the GRIC delega-
tion. 

Before awarding the 
Community, Basha said, “I 
am so happy to join you for 
this celebration lunch and 
have the honor to award 
the Eddie Basha Excel-
lence Award for Service and 
Leadership.”

Gov. Lewis expressed 
his gratitude for the Com-
munity being chosen to re-
ceive the inaugural award, 

“I’d like to think that he 
supported the underlying 
spirit of First things First. 
It’s is community based, 
going back to strengthening 
the family,” said Lewis. 

Lewis stressed that ad-
vocacy is a critical part of 
providing funding for edu-
cational programs in com-
munities like GRIC and 
said, “It’s a true team work 
approach.” 

Regional Council Chair 
and Early Education Child 

Care Services Manager Me-
lissa Madrid said, “It was 
really amazing that Arzie 
Hogg would take it upon 
himself and nominate us 
based on the relationship we 
have with the FTF.” 

She said, “When we 
were awarded there was a 
sense of pride, because we 
were the first board and we 
were the first tribal commu-
nity to be recognized among 
28 councils.” 

The regional council 

functions as a board that de-
termines and directs where 
the flow of funding to sup-
port education grants in the 
Community is needed. 

She stated the Quality 
First program is one of the 
most successful programs 
funded through FTF that 
strives to provide quali-
ty education and health of 
children. 

Madrid said the pro-
gram “has really given us 
a...tool to look at...best qual-

ity practices we can imple-
ment for the best outcomes 
possible.”

She says the regional 
council is beneficial be-
cause, “We live it everyday 
and we are all part of that, 
that we have people from 
behavioral health and faith 
based backgrounds that are 
brought to the council,” said 
Madrid. 
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The monsoon season 
may be coming to an end, 
but it’s not going quietly.

Torrential winds and 
heavy rain pummeled parts 
of District 5, during an Aug. 
25 storm, tearing roofs off 
buildings, uprooting trees 
and damaging fences. 

It is believed that a 
microburst unleashed the 
high winds that caused all 
the damage in Casa Blanca, 
but the Office of Emergency 
Management said there are 
not enough scientific instru-
ments there to confirm it. 

Casa Blanca Commu-
nity School was forced to 
shut down for the remainder 
of the week with damage 
to trees, playgrounds, some 
of its modular buildings 
and most of its rooftop A/C 
units. 

Nearby residents also 

found damage to their homes 
and sheds, and most of the 
Travelers for Jesus Church 
roof was thrown clear to 
the other side of Casa Blan-
ca Road. Repair crews and 
volunteers worked into the 
night and all next 
day to clean up the 
mess at the service 
center, school and 
surrounding areas.

The Gila River 
Indian Community 
Utility Authority 
reported the storm 
caused power out-
ages in the Lone 
Butte residential 
area, the Wild Horse 
Pass racetrack and 
in Bapchule. GRI-
CUA crews re-
stored power that 
night and later in 
the week replaced 
three downed pow-
er poles north of the 
Gila River. 

School is back in ses-
sion at Casa Blanca Com-
munity School and fortu-
nately, no one was seriously 
injured during the storm. 

Free Legal Help

FOUR RIVERS INDIAN
LEGAL SERVICES
a division of Southern Arizona Legal Aid, Inc.

Assistance with:

•Divorce/Custody

•Paternity

•Child Support

•Adult and Minor Guardianship

•Criminal Defense

•Wills and Estates

•Child in Need of Care

•Repossessions and
Consumer Cases

Applications for assistance
may be made
IN PERSON

at 403 SEED FARM ROAD
Mondays through Thursdays from

9:00-12:00 and 1:00-3:00

Sheri Cassa, TCA
Ext: 4224

Jeffrey Thomas, TCA
Ext: 4222

Habib
Pierce-Byrd, Esq.
Ext: 4223

Fred Pinsky, Esq.
Ext: 4228

Rebecca Webb
Ext: 4225

Community members and residents may be eligible for

By Phone: 520-562-3369
Online: sazlegalaid.org

Monsoon Storm Causes 
Severe Damage in District 5
Mikhail Sundust
Gila River Indian News

Mikhail Sundust/GRIN

Top: A tree destroyed in the storm had to be cut down. In the background, the can-
opy of a playset was torn from its frame. Bottom: Many trees and sections of fence 
were destroyed at Casa Blanca Community School in the Aug. 25 storm.

Mikhail Sundust/GRIN
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What’s to celebrate in September? Labor Day? The 
start of football season? Native American Recognition 
Day?  How about “Mustering In” festivities at Maricopa 
Colony? Muster means to assemble soldiers for duty.  
Our community takes great pride in celebrating mem-
bers, past and present, who’ve answered the call to duty.  

The 1849 Gold Rush brought a lot of explorers 
and settlers our way, on the way to California.  In 1862, 
gold was discovered in Prescott and La Paz.  When the 
Civil War ended in 1865, another wave of settlers came 
through, but this time more began to actually settle in 
our area.  Back then, Tucson and Prescott were the big-
gest cities.  Settlers were clamoring and complaining 
about their need for protection from bands of Natives 
who lived a different himdag (or, ‘way of life’) from 
us. Arizona territorial Governor Goodwin requested 
permission to raise a territorial militia to patrol the ter-
ritory. GRIC members became an option to help make 
Arizona safe and pave the way for future development. 

The Military District of the Pacific, Arizona includ-

ed, was created in January of 1865 and commanded by 
Brigadier General John S. Mason.  His idea was to en-
list 200 Akimel O’odham and Piipash warriors to patrol 
central Arizona.  This group would go out on periodic 
scouting raids and then return to their farms along the 
akimel, true citizen/soldiers – similar to the National 
Guard.  

When the War Department approved Governor 
Goodwin’s plan for a militia, six companies from var-
ious parts of the territory were formed. Company B 
had one hundred and three Piipash warriors volunteer.  
Company C consisted of ninety-four Akimel O’odham 
volunteers.  On September 2, 1865, Companies B and C 
were mustered in at Maricopa Wells.  

Our volunteers provided their own horses if they 
had one.  (If no horse, they were on foot – no prob-
lem for those desert runners.)  Each volunteer also got 
a blue shirt.  For Piipash the shirts were trimmed in red; 
Akimel O’odham in blue. They were also issued pants, 
shoes, a rifle, and a yard of red flannel for a headdress.  
They were part of the 464th battalion, and marched out 
of Maricopa Wells on September 4th, towards Camp 
McDowell, which would become Fort McDowell. 

Fort McDowell was the base from which the mil-
itary went after Tonto and Pinal Apaches who had 
stepped up their raiding. During the year-long enlist-
ment, there were many encounters with the raiders. 
Anna Moore Shaw provides an excellent description 

of an encounter with the raiders in her book, A 
Pima Past.  

In September of 1866, the service commit-
ment for Companies B and C was up. Company 
B experienced three casualties: Sergeant Mc-
Gill, Corporal Yo se, and Privates Gosha Zep 
and Duke. Company C had three casualties: 
Juan Lewis, Hownik Maw Kum, and Au Papat. 

The settlers of the territory acknowledged 
the service of our volunteers for bringing peace 
to central Arizona.  The Prescott Miner had high 
praise for the volunteers.  Territorial Governor 
McCormick noted the number of hostiles had 
dropped due to the efforts of Companies B and 

C. The 3rd Territorial Legislature passed a memorial 
praising the volunteers for a job well done.  All Indian 
Scouts and their widows became eligible for pensions 
with the passage of an act on March 4, 1917. Arizona 
identified seven surviving volunteers and four widows 
who were eligible for a pension in 1924. 

Another definition for muster: to gather, summon, 
and rouse – “He mustered all his courage.” The Piipash 
and O’otham volunteers of Companies B and C certain-
ly mustered courage to take on their service.  The annual 
celebration in District 7 commemorates the first orga-
nized “American” military experiences of our warriors. 

Information was gleaned from two sources: http://
nativeamerican.lostsoulsgenealogy.com/indianscouts.
htm, and Peoples of the Middle Gila by John P. Wilson. 
The Huhugam Heritage Center provided the photos. 

A’AGA
Something to be told
By Billy Allen

Culture & History
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Best selection 
of Waila CDs 

Snacks • Drinks
Candy • Beer

Mon-Thur                 6am-10pm
Fri-Sat                6am-12:30am
Sun                        9am-10pm

9376 S. Chuichu Rd. 
Casa Grande AZ, 85193 
(520) 836-3601

Now offering layaway on all
arts & crafts including CD’s!

The ongoing cycle of 
domestic violence against 
women that haunts Indian 
Country, is a sensitive topic 
that the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center 
strives to raise awareness of 
through training resources 
for tribes and tribal organi-
zations.

On Sept. 1 the NIWRC 
held a Criminal Justice As-
sembly at the Wild Horse 
Pass Casino to assist Ameri-
can Indian tribes in enhanc-
ing their response to the 
rates and forms of violence 
against American Indian 
and Alaska Native women.

Lt. Gov. Monica An-
tone welcomed the guests 
and encouraged them to 
take advantage of the train-
ing. 

The tribal articles 
in Title IX of the Vio-

lence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) are the result of 
years of discussions be-
tween tribes and the federal 
government.

It is an acknowledg-
ment that violence against 
Native women has reached 
a critical point and requires 
serious attention. 

Native women are bat-
tered, sexually assaulted, 
and stalked more than any 
other population of women 
in the United States. Thir-
ty-four percent of Native 
women will be sexually as-
saulted in their lifetimes and 
39 percent will be victims of 
domestic violence.

“It’s an honor to travel 
on behalf of VAWA when 
we are the voice to help a 
survivor of sexual abuse, 
or a survivor of domestic 
violence,” said Lt. Gov. An-
tone.

Lt. Gov. Antone is an 
advocate for VAWA and 

was asked to share informa-
tion and her experience with 
women who were assaulted.

She has talked with el-
ders and explained how vi-
olence against women start-
ed in the Gila River Indian 
Community.

Before the 1950’s, 
women that suffered from 
violence did not have the 
resources to help them and 
incidences went unreported. 
It was nearly unheard of for 
a victim to press charges. 

“It started out in the 
agriculture fields. Our only 
work caused stress, we were 
poor, we had no money. Fi-
nances were hard we did not 
have food to be put on the 
table. Children from these 
generations witnessed the 
trauma of Domestic Vio-
lence. It’s a vicious cycle,” 
Antone said. 

Lt. is hoping to focus 
on schools and reach out 
to the young people of the 

Community to be aware of 
technology and not exploit 
themselves to online preda-
tors. She said, “be aware of 
date rape and DV on school 
campuses.” 

The development of 
victim services programs in 
Native American communi-

ties have given the opportu-
nity to help those with trau-
ma relating to violence and 
heal the broken spirits of 
women, children, and even 
men.

“Women are the sacred 
part of traditions in any In-
dian Country,” Antone said, 

“I thank and commend the 
agencies that work together 
to allow justice to protect 
our Native women, daugh-
ters and granddaughters 
who are survivors and give 
them hope.”

Lt. Gov. Antone Speaks Up Against Domestic Violence
Ashley Pasqual
Gila River Indian News

Ashley Pasqual/GRIN

Lt. Gov. Monica Antone delivers a message of hope to survivors of sexual assault 
and domestice violence. 
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*Payments based on 700 credit score. 3.89% APR @ 72 mos. with TT&L down. Not all vehicles qualify. See manager for details. Must present ad at time of sale. 

11th Street

Florence Blvd.

Pinal Ave. CROSSROADS
AUTO CENTER

2012 Ford Edge SEL

2008 Ford F150 4WD2007 Chevy Tahoe

2012 Chevy Silverado 2013 Ford Mustang

$15,999

2010 Toyota RAV4

$325/mo.

ONLY

$389/mo.

54K Miles 24K Miles

Convertible

$18,999
ONLY

ONLY
$17,995
ONLY ONLY

$289/mo.

ONLY

Huge Savings!
Best Financing!
Best Selection!

Eric Fossen
Owner

EEEEErrrrriiiiicccc FFFooossssssseeeennnn
OOOOwwwwnnnnneeeerrrr
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Whether you’re a homeowner or professional excavator, every
digging job requires a call — even small projects — so be sure to:

 • Call 811 at least two days before starting any digging project
 • Wait for the site to be marked
 • Respect the marks
 • Dig with care

Not calling can be life threatening and costly. You can harm yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service
to an entire neighborhood, and potentially be responsible for injuries, repair costs, and criminal penalties.

Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever suspect a natural gas leak, call 911 and Southwest Gas 
at 1-877-860-6020 immediately, whether you’re our customer or not.

For more information about natural gas pipeline safety, visit swgas.com/safety or call 1-877-860-6020.

  

CALL
811
Before

You Dig! 

One simple call to 811 gets underground
utility-owned lines marked for FREE.
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Aug. 31, PHOENIX – Today, U.S. Attorney John S. Leonardo announced that 
$214,481 in additional grant funds will be made available to the Tohono O’odham Nation 
to support, maintain, and refine jurisdiction-wide SORNA programs and functions. These 
funds will assist in improving victim notification services and in increasing service capac-
ity by hiring a SORNA specialist. The grant funds were awarded by the Sex Offender Sen-
tencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking Office(SMART), which is 
a component of the Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs (“OJP”). 

“We are committed to protecting the public from convicted sex offenders and of-
fenders against children,” said U.S. Attorney Leonardo. “We encourage all agencies to 
be proactive and apply for future grant funding through our Office of Justice Programs.”

Additional information about BJA and its programs is available at:
https://www.bja.gov/Default.aspx
Information about OJP and its programs can be found at: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov.
###
For more information on the U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Arizona, visit http://

www.justice.gov/usao/az/ Follow the U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Arizona, on Twit-
ter @USAO_AZ for the latest news.

Sept. 1, PHOENIX – Yesterday, Kenneth Wayne Morgan, Jr., 38, of Blackwater, 
Ariz., was sentenced by U.S. District Judge G. Murray Snow to 108 months in prison. On 
April 30, 2015, Morgan was found guilty by a jury of assault resulting in serious bodily 
injury.

On Jan. 29, 2014, Morgan entered a home on the Gila River Indian Community and 
stabbed a man in the head, causing a 10 cm. gash from the victim’s temple through his ear. 
The victim was air-evacuated to a local hospital where he was treated for the life threaten-
ing injury. Both Morgan and the victim are members of the Gila River Indian Community.

The investigation in this case was conducted by the Gila River Police Department. 
The prosecution was handled by Raynette Logan and Brooke Mickelson, Assistant U.S. 
Attorneys, District of Arizona, Phoenix.

CASE NUMBER: CR-14-01126-PHX-GMS

Tohono O’odham Nation Receives Nearly $215,000 in Federal 
Grant Money to Support Sex Offender Registration and Notification 
Act (SORNA)

Gila River Man Sentenced to 9 Years in Prison for Stabbing

and see if there are respon-
sible opportunities available 
to us,” Martin Seneca, Gen-
eral Counsel of the Sene-
ca Nation of Indians told 
Channel 7 ABC News, Buf-
falo, NY.

A former law official 
states that they actually con-
sider marijuana to be safer 
than alcohol, but there are 
a few major roadblocks to 
legalizing marijuana on res-
ervations.

Those include the dis-
tribution of marijuana to 
minors, the potential dan-
gers of “drugged driving,” 
and possible revenue going 
to criminal enterprises.

The National Center for 
American Indian Enterprise 
Development held a reser-

vation economic summit 
this year, in Las Vegas Ne-
vada, on March 9-12.

The topic of marijuana 
legalization and the grow-
ing and selling of cannabis 
was introduced at the sum-
mit.

“We’re here to gather 
as much information as we 
can,” said Priscilla Black-
hawk Rentz, a councilwom-
an for the Mountain Ute 
tribe in Colorado to CNBC 
News.

Tribal leaders listened 
to the dangers and opportu-
nities of growing cannabis.

Alcohol and drugs are 
already problems on many 
reservations. 

“Is marijuana going 
to add to those realities?” 

asked Mountain Ute Coun-
cilwoman Deanne House in 
a CNBC News report.

Questions remain and 
serious consideration is to 
follow with legalizing can-
nabis for tribal leaders in 
Indian Country. 

However, it should be 
known that the DOJ mem-
orandum has not changed 
the Community’s prohibi-
tion against marijuana. The 
cultivation, possession, use, 
or sale of marijuana within 
the Reservation is illegal 
under the Gila River Crim-
inal Code and Federal Law, 
and individuals should not 
engage in such activity. 

The GRIC Office of 
General Counsel contribut-
ed to this article.

Marijuana in Indian Country
From Page 5

Announcements & Notices
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Ordinance GR 10-09 requires the Finance Department to publish official notice in the Gila River Indian Newspaper and on the official web site for the Gila River Indian Community before disposing 
of unclaimed money, payroll checks, or other checks.  Therefore, we are requesting Community Public Affairs Office (CPAO) to publish the following message in the Gila River Indian Newspaper and 
on the Gila River Indian Community’s official web site for a period not to exceed thirty days from the date of publication.  Please call me at 562-9643 if you have any questions:

The following list contains the names of individuals and other parties with outstanding checks recorded as of September 30, 2014.  In accordance with Escheat Ordinance GR 10-09 the Community 
will publish a biannual schedule or as deemed necessary by the Community Treasurer, the Escheat Public Notice. Public notice of unclaimed checks will be published in the Gila River Indian Newspaper 
and GRIC’s official web site. If the last known owner is known to be a Community member, the department, program, or entity shall also post notice at all District Service Centers. In order to claim the 
check, the owner must claim it in person within 30 days of publication or posting. In addition, to make claim, the person must provide the department, program, or entity with positive identification, 
including photo identification showing the person claiming the check is the last known owner. If the check is unclaimed for 60 days after publication, it shall escheat and title thereof shall vest in the 
Community, or as applicable, the Federal, State, or other agency that provided the funding. If you are the recipient of unclaimed property, please contact Verlene Antone of the Finance Department 
at (520) 562-9600 for further instructions.

AAF - MCQUAY INC
ACCOUNTABILITY 
MANAGEMENT AND
ALBERTA JOYCE MCAFEE
ALEXANDRA NELSON
ALONZO E. APKAW
AMERIND RISK 
MANAGEMENT CORP.
ANGELICA GUZMAN
ANISSA A. GARCIA
ANTHONY JAMES HILL
ANTHONY MARQUETTE
ARIZONA ASA CENTRAL 
DIST. UMPI
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY
ARLENE PEDRO
BARBARA PARSONS
BARNES & NOBLE COLLEGE 
BOOKSELLER
BENEDICT JOSEPH MAKIL 
JR.
BENEDICT MAKIL JR
BIG K-MART
BLACKSTONE 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP
BMM NORTH AMERICA INC
BRANDON POOLHECO
BRENDA ROBERTSON
BRENT SANTOS
CAMPBELL’S TOWING
CANDALARIAN PRESTON
CAROLINE BROWN
CARRIE A. STANSBERRY
CASA BLANCA MARKET
CASA GRANDE TIRE
CATHERINE ZEPEDA
CECELIA OLIVER
CELIA JAMES
CHANDRA COOPER

CHARLES W. GOLDTOOTH
CHERYL JOHNS
CHESLEY JUAN
CHRIS WHITE
CHRISTOPHER M. MARBELL
CHRISTOPHER MENDOZA
CITY OF CHANDLER
COMM TO ELECT BARBARA 
MCGUIRE 2014
COYOTE HONDA
DANIEL ADAM THOMAS
DANIEL M. GOMEZ
Darius Johns
DARLENE R. ANTONE
DARRELL GERLAUGH
DARRELL YAZZIE
DEANNA VALENZUELA 
JOHNSON
DEBORAH L. STEVENS
DENNIS WATKINS
DERWIN RAPHAEL
DESTINY JENKINS-
BLAZQUEZ
District 5 Community
DISTRICT ONE COMMUNITY
DISTRICT SEVEN 
COMMUNITY
DISTRICT SIX COMMUNITY
DISTRICT TWO COMMUNITY
DIVISION OF SENIOR 
SERVICES
EDMUND KYYITAN
EDWARD J. GRANILLO
EDWARD RAY ANGULO
Edward Zamora
ELISABETH KAHN
ENRIQUE RODRIGUEZ
ERICA RHODES
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
FOUNDATION

GABRIEL J. LARA
GAILYN F. ETHELBAH
GENEVIEVE LESLIE MACK
GILA RIVER HEALTH CARE 
CORPORATION
GREGORY MENDOZA
HIGH GRADE RENTALS AND 
SALES
HOME DEPOT CREDIT 
SERVICES
JACQUELINE JUAN
JACQUELINE THOMAS
JLN INVESTMENT
JOE BIAKEDDY
JOHN ROBERT SCHEUZ
JOHN T. HESTAND
JULIE JACKSON
KARLYNNE MARGARET 
MARTIN
KAYLA LEANN WILLIAMS
KENNETH KEELE
KERRI SEPULVEDA
KERRY ROY SCHNEIDER
KIMBERLYN MARTINEZ
KINDERCARE LEARNING 
CENTERS LL
KISA CORCORAN
KNOWLEDGE UNIVERSE
KRYSTAL SHEPPARD-
EPPINGER
KURT A. JOHNSON
LANA THOMAS
LAWRENCE MILDA
LEVI ADAMSON
LILI RUBIN INVESTMENTS
LINDA ANDREWS
LINUS EVERLING
LOS ARBOLES L.P.
MARCUM BALL
MARGARETA A. ROMERO

MARJORIE BAPTISTO
MATTHEW GENE HOPKINS
MELISSA MARIE YUCUPICIO
MESA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE
MICHAEL CAMPASANO
MICHAEL CARTER
MICHAELS ARTS & CRAFTS
MMI TANK AND INDUSTRIAL 
SERVICE
NATHANIEL JAMES WEBB
NAVAJO NATION
NEVADA JON JACKSON
NICOLETTE CARMEN 
MORALES
PAMELA J. PRATT
PAMELA THOMPSON
PATRICIA T. LLOYD
Phyllis Osife
PRESTON DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL 
TRANSPORT
RAEGING STORM S. MILES
REUBEN M. RINGLERO
RICHIE L. WEBB
ROWENA JUAN
SAM’S CLUB
SANTA BARBARA CITY 
COLLEGE
SHAYNE MADRID
SHELDON JOHNS SR.
SOUTH MOUNTAIN 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
STEPHANIE YAZZIE
STEPHEN LEWIS
SUPERIOR LAMP INC.
SYLVIA PETERS
TAMELA L. JAMES
TAMMY LEONARD WIMMER
THERESA DELORES

Thomas S. Glackin
TIMOTHY H TERRY JR
TRACY DARMODY
TROY ANTHONY MUNOZ JR
TYLER OWENS
TYONEK CONTRACTORS, 
LLC
USA SKATELAND MESA
VINCENT B. BARNARGAS
WAHLEAN J. RIGGS
WAL-MART STORES, INC.
Westcor
WILLIAM ELMO SUNNA
WILLIAM RHODES
WILLIAMS SPRAY 
EQUIPMENT
WOHU VII, LLC
YESHIMEBET TULU
YVONNE LEWIS
 LYLA SAVY SAK 
PHONG-THI NOC LUU
MARIO ALBERTO PORTILLO
YOLANDA BUEHLER SLATER
LINDA RUTH DALTON
RAVEN A ROSSELL
TIANNA SANCHEZ
CANDACE FRENCH
SHELDON YAZZIE
RUTH A. WOOD
Sarah L. Bruce
RAVEN A ROSSELL
Clinton Rivers IV
Theodore Hendricks
Kaylynn Sundust
Francisco Kelsey
Debra Juarez

Notice of Unclaimed Property

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO TITLE 22-GAMING 
ORDINANCE

This publication is being posted pursuant to the require-
ments set forth under the GRIC Title 8 Civil Code, Chapter 
7, Subpart 8.703 B. 

The Gila River Gaming Commission is proposing 
amendments to the GRIC Tile 22-Gaming Ordinance.  The 
Gaming Commission in May-July 2015, Reported and Post-
ed for Public Comment the proposed amendments to the 
Legislative Standing Committee, All Community Districts, 
Elderly Concerns Group, and the Urban Member Group, in-
cluding the Government and Management Standing Com-
mittee.  Posted here is the first page of the amended Title 22. 
See Exhibit A.   A hard copy of the proposed revised Title 22 
document in its entirety is available for review at all District 
Service Centers Coordinators’ offices, the Community Sec-
retary’s Office and at the main office of the Gila River Gam-
ing Commission at the Wild Horse Pass Corporate Center.  

This final draft of the Proposed Amendments to Title 
22 will be considered at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13, 
2015 Legislative Standing Committee meeting at the Saca-
ton Governance Center.   

This proposed Amendment to Title 22 was posted for 
Public Comment for the period, July 14, 2015 to August 14, 
2015. Included here is the comments received by the Gaming 
Commission and Commission response to the comments.

Public Comments and Summary Response: 
The following two documented comments were re-

ceived during the Public Comment period, July 14 through 
August 14, 2015.

Commenter No. 1.
Summary:  I think they are all good changes and need 

to be done.  As a former employee and a concerned tribal 
member in regard to the change to allowing employees to 
gamble at our casinos, I never thought that this was a good 
idea and was glad that as employees we were not allowed to 
gamble.  Although I still don’t agree with employees who 
work for the Gaming Enterprise being allowed to gamble at 
our casinos at least with the proposed change employees will 
know who can or can’t gamble.    

I think it’s also a good idea to make the Commissioners 
terms longer as in the case of the proposed change from 3 to 
5 years.  It’ll give Commissioners more time to make a dif-
ference in their decision making, review of and enforcement 
of any GRGE policy changes, gaming compact violations, 
etc. 

On page 40 I can’t remember exactly what it says but 
the word “long” is there and I think it should say “longer.”  
(I think it’s where the Commission is describing why the 
proposed change is being made). 

The changes have been long overdue and I’m glad to see 
that these are all finally being made now.   The area where 
the Gaming Enterprise is going to be required to “adopt and 
comply with a Community Member employment preference 
policy” – this is a GREAT change.  The Gaming Enterprise 
had NEVER achieved the 65% hiring preference that was 
in place, outlined in the gaming ordinance in many years 
or to this date. I’m glad this change is finally being made 
and hopefully more community members can and will be 
employed and retain employment within our three casinos 
on Gila River.  The opportunity is there for everyone to take 
advantage of and unfortunately a lot of tribal members were 
not and still are not afforded this opportunity.  

Commission Response:   The Gaming Commission has 
proposed an agreed to language that provides controlled 
approval on employee gambling and does not address such 
social impacts it may have on the employee, family and 
Community.  The final decision will remain with the Com-
munity Council.   Regarding the revision to the 65% of the 
Gaming Enterprise work force being GRIC Members, to the 
GRIC Title 12 Labor Code, the Gaming Commission agreed 
that the Labor hiring practices by the Gaming Enterprise as 
a Corporate Entity of the Community should be subject to 
the uniform Community’s Labor Code. The reference to lan-

guage usage “long” or “longer” has been incorporated in the 
draft.

Commenter No. 2
Summary:  In reference to Chapter 5 (22.521) GAM-

ING BY PRINCIPALS AND EMPLOYEES
With the sensitivity of serious problems that gambling 

causes for many people, my opinion would be not to allow 
employees licensed by the Gaming Commission to partici-
pate in gaming activities within the Gila River Indian Com-
munity. I would hope that we would maintain a healthy work 
environment and not contribute to the possibility of hardship 
for an employee.  It’s easier to maintain the degree of sepa-
ration when dealing with a patron with a gambling problem 
than dealing with an employee who may develop a gambling 
problem. Not to mention the possibility of potential theft and 
fraud arising out of collusion among employees. 

In reference to Chapter 5 (22.525) Use of Chips [B]
Gaming Enterprise shall not accept Chips as payment 

for any good or services offered at the Gaming Enterprises 
with the exception of the specific use for which the chips 
were issued, and shall not give chips as change in any other 
transactions. 

This section should be clarified as to the good or ser-
vices being provided. As it stands, patrons are being allowed 
to purchase food and beverages through a staff member 
while playing card games. If the intent of this provision was 
to exclude the food services, that should be identified. For 
customer services purposes, I do feel that allowing this to 
occur benefits the both the enterprise and patron. I am un-
sure what the purpose here was for or what was trying to be 
prohibited”

Gaming Commission Response:  The Gaming Com-
mission has proposed an agreed to language that provides 
controlled approval on employee gambling and does not ad-
dress negative social-personal  impacts it may have on the 
employee, family and Community.  The final decision will 
remain with the Community Council.   Regarding the Use of 
Chips.  This Ordinance provision under Chapter 5 was not 
addressed in this proposed revision. This comment is being 
disregarded.  The comment is noted by the Commission.
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REMEMBERING - THE “FIRST NATIONAL GUARD” OF 1865

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY’S DISTRICT 7 PARK | 8035 S. 83RD AVENUE, LAVEEN AZ 85339
(83RD AVENUE, SOUTH OF BASELINE) | GENERAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL (520) 430-4780

PARADE - 5K RUN/WALK - LITTLE LEAGUE TOURNAMENT 
ELDER CHAIR VOLLEYBALL  - KIDS GAMES - LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY, DISTRICT SEVEN AND PLANNING COMMITTEES 
SHALL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR BODILY INJURY, THEFT OR DAMAGES 

INCURRED DURING THE MUSTERING IN DAY CELEBRATION.

FREE ADMISSION,
FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT 


