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Dist. 7 hosts Five Tribes Treaty of Peace Celebration

Election Day is May 2, polls open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Community argues before Arizona Supreme Court in ICWA case 

Bird dancers perform at the 154th Annual Five Tribes Treaty of Peace celebration in District 7, April 8. 
Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN

Mikhail Sundust
Gila River Indian News

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

The Gila River Indian Com-
munity presented an oral argu-
ment before the Arizona Supreme 
Court on April 11 in a case to 
determine whether the GRIC 
Children’s Court or the Arizona 
state courts should have the deci-
sion-making power over a depen-
dency case involving a Commu-
nity child. 

The case looks at the trans-
fer provisions of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act of 1978 (ICWA), and 
specifically at the story of one 
child who was taken from her 
mother at birth and has been in 
the state foster care system ever 
since. The Community attempt-
ed to have the child’s case trans-
ferred to the GRIC Children’s 
Court in 2015 on the basis of the 
ICWA transfer provision, but the 
motion was denied by the state 
juvenile court, a decision later 
upheld by the Arizona Court of 

Appeals. The case is now in the 
Arizona Supreme Court. 

Attorneys for the Commu-
nity argue that the tribe should 
have jurisdiction over the child’s 
dependency case, and the circum-
stances surrounding the Commu-

nity’s request for transfer “fall 
squarely within” the ICWA trans-
fer provisions, which allow for 
the transfer of jurisdiction from 
outside courts to tribal courts at 
any time in the child custody pro-
ceedings. 

The defense argues that the 
child’s case should remain with 
the state because the Gila Riv-
er Indian Community, having 
requested the transfer after the 

Mikhail Sundust
Gila River Indian News

Just as the sun was cresting 
over South Mountain, a 5K run 
and 2-mile walk started the fun 
filled day of events that would 
last from sun up to sun down. 

The District 7 Maricopa Col-
ony celebrated the 154th Annual 
Five Tribes Treaty of Peace with 
a morning fun run, parade, music, 
games, and traditional Pee Posh 
bird dancers and songs on April 8.

People lined up along 83rd 
avenue for the parade, which in-
cluded veterans’ organizations 
from across the Community, 
school marching groups, GRIC 
departments and Gov. Stephen 
Roe Lewis and Lt. Gov. Monica 
Antone. 

This year’s grand marshal 
was Waylon Pahona of District 7. 

The May 2 Community 
Council Election is around the 
corner, but eager voters can sub-
mit ballots by mail now through 
May 1. 

Council seats are open in 
Districts 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Two 
seats are open in Districts 4 and 5, 
where voters are asked to choose 
two representatives. 

Candidate statements are in 
the Community Council Election 
Guide, which is available at all 
district service centers. The fol-
lowing candidates for the election 

were certified at the April 5 Coun-
cil Meeting. 

District 1: Joey L. Ba’ag 
Whitman (incumbent), Augustine 
Enas, and Wally Jones. 

District 3: Rodney Jackson 
(incumbent), Darren Pedro-Mar-
tinez, and Antonelli Anton. 

District 4 (two seats open): 
Jennifer Allison (incumbent), 
Christopher Mendoza (incum-
bent), Pamela F. Johnson, and 
Ramsey Moffett. 

District 5 (two seats open): 
Marlin Dixon (incumbent), Merry 
Kris Kyyitan, Janice F. Stewart, 
Brian E. Davis, Sr. (incumbent), 
Ronald Lewis, Sr., James De La 
Rosa, and Jacob R. Antone. 

District 6: Terrance B. Evans, 
Albert Pablo, Sandra Nasewyte-
wa (incumbent), and Denise Al-
lison. 

Where can you vote? Thanks 
for asking. Polling locations are 
available at the District 1 Multi-
purpose Building 15747 N. She-
goi Road, District 3 Service Cen-
ter 21 N. Church Street, District 
4 Service Center 1510 W. Santan 
Road, District 5 Veterans’ Build-
ing 3496 W. Casa Blanca Road, 
and District 6 Learning Center 
5230 W. St. Johns Road. 

Absentee voting will close 
May 1. To receive an absentee 
ballot, contact your district judge 
or the Tribal Elections Program 

office at (520) 562-9735. District 
judges will be at their respective 
service centers from 3 p.m. – 5 
p.m. on May 1 (the day before 
the election) to assist voters with 
questions. District 1 Judge Au-
drey Evans – (520) 215-5949, 
District 3 Judge Hazel Lewis – 
(520) 610-2222, District 4 Judge 
Sharon Miguel – (520) 418-2142 
or (520) 610-0670, District 5 
Judge Gaynell Lopez – (520) 
709-9835, District 6 Judge Lorina 
Allison – (480) 318-1274. 

May 2 is Election Day. Polls 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Call the Tribal Elections Program 
office or your district judge for 
questions or more information. 

Mikhail Sundust/GRIN
A delegation of tribal leaders, elders, urban members and stakeholders attended the April 11 hearing. 

 We cannot stand by when our children are at risk of losing their tribal roots, their culture says Gov. Lewis



Follow GRHC on social media:

GRHC: 520.562.3321 grhc.org

Gila River Indian Community 
CRISIS HOTLINE

1 (800) 259-3449

National Hospital Week

Saturday, M
 
ay 13, 2017

Gila River Health Care will host a Job Fair from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at the Viola L. Johnson Administration Building in 
Sacaton. Gila River Indian Community members are invited to 
apply online prior to May 4, 2017, to receive onsite interviews.  

See job opportunities and apply online at GRHC.ORG/Careers. 
Attendees must bring Tribal ID, resume, high school diploma, or 
GED degree or certifications. 

For more information, contact the 
GRHC Human Resources Department at 

(520) 562-3321 ext. 1342 or (602) 528-1200 ext. 1342.

National Hospital Week celebrates hospitals 
and the women and men who support the health 
and wellbeing of their communities through 
dedication and compassionate care from the 
heart.

May 7th - 13th 2017

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
In observance of Memorial Day, Gila River Health Care will be 

CLOSED MONDAY, MAY 29, 2017.

Celebrating Nurses 
2017

This photo features actual hands of 
GRHC’s compassionate nurses.

Thank a nurse 
for helping 
our patients 

and their 
families. 

#Nursesweek
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Rodney B. Lewis takes seat on CAWCD Board

Gila River Indian Community 
member and veteran water rights 
attorney, Rodney B. Lewis, was 
sworn-in to the Central Arizona 
Water Conservation District Board 
of Directors (CAWCD) on April 6, 
becoming the first Native Amer-
ican to take a seat on the board, 
which oversees close to half of 
Arizona’s Colorado River water 
allocation. 

Surrounded by family and 
friends inside a Holiday Inn con-
ference room in Casa Grande, 
Ariz., Lewis was administered the 
Oath of Office by GRIC Judge Jay 
Pedro. President of CAWCD, Lisa 
Atkins, congratulated Lewis and 
welcomed him to the board. After 
swearing-in, Lewis took his place 
beside fellow board members and 
began his duties overseeing the 
Central Arizona Project (CAP).

Lewis, who was appointed to 
the CAWCD by Arizona Governor 
Doug Ducey on March 15, replac-
es former board member Guy Car-
penter, who resigned from the po-
sition. Lewis’s term will expire in 
2018, and to remain on the board, 
must run for and win the seat in an 
election.

“Given Rod’s long and re-
spectable experience in water law, 
I am pleased that a person of his 
caliber is available to fill this im-
portant position on the CAWCD 
board,” said Ducey in a news re-
lease. “At a time when Arizona 
and its Colorado River system 
partners are working hard to find 
solutions to the complex issues 
facing us, it is good to have CAW-
CD board members of Rod’s expe-
rience working with us.”  

In response to the appoint-
ment, Lewis said he hopes his 40 
years of experience and tribal per-
spective provide a helpful vision to 
the CAWCD. He said the chance 
to sit on the board was the culmi-
nation of a career-long interest and 
passion for managing Arizona’s 
water supply and water rights for 
Arizona tribes.

“I want to be an advocate for 
Tribes and for every Arizona resi-
dent, making sure the Central Ar-
izona Project manages our water 
and tax dollars with a focus on true 
stewardship,” he said in the news 
release.

The CAWCD board manag-
es the CAP, a 336-mile canal that 
supplies the cities of Phoenix, Tuc-
son, agricultural areas, and 12 trib-
al communities, including GRIC, 
with water from the Colorado Riv-
er. The canal runs from Lake Ha-
vasu City southward to Tucson and 
delivers, on average, 1.5 million 
acre-feet of Colorado River water 
every year.

According to the Arizona Re-
public, Lewis said he hopes his 
seat on the 15-member board will 
allow Arizona tribes to finally have 
a say in the use of Arizona’s water 
resources. 

“It’s important to know that 
Indian tribes receive almost half of 
the water from the Central Arizo-
na Project,” he said. “And I think 
tribes, from time to time, have felt 
that their interests were not being 
represented.”

“In the past, tribal views have 
been ignored…we’ve been fight-
ing for the recognition,” he said 
according to the Arizona Republic. 
“This is a step forward.”

Thomas R. Throssell
Gila River Indian News

Thomas R. Throssell/GRIN
Rodney Lewis takes oath of office administered by GRIC Jay Pedro.
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12:00pm Kvcarts                                        
S. Rushingwing / N. Rios

12:30pm Forging Bonds: Pow Wow 
Stories from California

1:00pm Storytellers in Motion        Samaqan Water Stories          
Remembering Celilo Part 2

Ravens and Eagles                  
Journey of Song

Ravens and Eagles          
Chiefly Possesions

1:30pm Native Report Vitality Gardening                  
Treasure Hunt

Vitality Gardening                  
Container Gardening

Samaqan Water Stories       
Haida Gwaii

Vitality Gardening

2:00pm
Seasoned with Spirit       
Bounty of the River's Edge

Vitality Health                       Vitality Health                       Vitality Health Vitality Health Vitality Health

2:30pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

From The Spirit                     
Tim Paul

From The Spirit                      
Sean Couchie

From The Spirit                        
April Mercredi

From The Spirit                        
John Rombough

From The Spirit

3:00pm Creative Native                 
Smithsonian Institute

Creative Native                      
Masks of a Big House

Creative Native Creative Native                        
Sweet Reflections

Creative Native

3:30pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

4:00pm
Working It Out Together Indian Pride                             

Economic Development
On Native Ground: Youth 
Report         

Indian Pride                             
Health and Healing

Storytellers in Motion

4:30pm
Sivummut Aboriginal Adventures Common Ground Down The Mighty River                       

The River That Heals
On Native Ground: Youth 
Report

5:00pm First Talk               
Residential Schools

First Talk                                                          
The Sun Run          

First Talk                               
Easy Workout

First Talk                     
Women in Power

First Talk                                       
Reality of Modeling

5:30pm Native Report People of the Pines                
Reservation and Survival

Making Regalia People of the Pines               
Crossroads

Make Prayers to the Raven

6:00pm Native Voice TV                   Kvcarts                                       
S. Rushingwing / N. Rios

6:30pm
On Native Ground: Youth 
Report      

Forging Bonds: Pow Wow 
Stories from California

7:00pm
Wapos Bay                              
Too Deadly

Wapos Bay                              
They Dance At Night

Wapos Bay                               
Something to Remember

Wapos Bay                                    
A Time to Learn

Wapos Bay                                    
The Elements

Wapos Bay                                            
All's Fair

7:30pm
Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

8:00pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY & 
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY & 
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY & 
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY & 
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY & 
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY & 
GRIC EVENTS

8:30pm Indians and Aliens             
Harry Snowboy

Back In The Day                     
Halfway

Indigenous Focus            
Mujer Maiz 

Rez Rides                                 
Burning Up Mad Mohawk

Champions of the North            
Modern Times

9:00pm

9:30pm

10:00pm

11:00pm

11:30pm
HOOKED Rx                           
From prescription to 
addiciton

WAILAFEST 2017                  
@RAWHIDE, CHANDLER, 
AZ
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Turquoise Rose                          
Coming-of-age story about 
a Navajo girl from AZ who 
must make a decision 
between Rome or the Rez 
for her ill grandmother. 

Native Shorts                           
12 episode series that 
feature short films.

More Than Frybread                 
22 Arizona Native 
American frybread makers,  
compete for the first ever,  
state of Arizona Frybread 
Championship! 
Inukshuk                                   
The Inuits face new 
challenges to survive while 
developing a new lifestyle 
for use of new technology. 

The Other Story of the 
Forgotten Slaves                      
The Oriental slave trade, 
perpetrated by Muslims. 
Cousins Across The Sea          
Investigation and scientific 
evidence that verifies the 
past of the Pacific people. 
SNAKETOWN - EARLY 
INDIAN FARMERS

The Human Effect                    
Geronimo shows the 
negativity that has been 
taking place.

BARNABY LEWIS 
CULTURAL 
PRESENTATION

Aztec: Pyramids of War           
From the ancient Olmec 
and giant carved stone 
heads to the magnificent 
pyramids at Teotihuacan, 
the Aztecs were inheritors 
of thousands years of 
indigenous culture. 

IWO JIMA PARADE 2017     
@Ira Hayes Park in 
Sacaton, AZ

We Are The Indians              
Their ancient spirituality 
has shielded them but 
modernity is encroaching.

 520.796.8848                                                          THANK-YOU FOR WATCHING GRBC TV!                                                    info@grbc.tv

10:30pm

Native American Healing 
in the 21st Century                 
Natural remedies 
applicable to today's  
health-conscious society. 

Complete guide at www.grbc.tv                                                                                           GRBC TV GUIDE                                                                                          *Schedule may be subject to change.

                              Sunday 4/23                           Monday 4/24                        Tuesday 4/25                      Wednesday 4/26                    Thursday 4/27                          Friday 4/28                         Saturday 4/29
NEW TIMES FOR LOCAL CONTENT! NEWS WEEKLY & GRIC EVENTS NOW SHOWING AT 6:00am, 10:30am, 3:30pm & 8:00pm!

The Madoc War                 
For 7 months,  Indian 
warriors held off hundreds 
of U.S. Army soldiers.

Fractured Land                            
A young Indigenous law 
student fighting to protect 
his land and people from 
the ravages of 
neocolonialism.

Storm in the Andes                
Josefina travels to Peru 
and meets Flor, whose 
brother was imprisoned.

JAMES & ERNIE IN 
PASQUA 2012        & 
MULCHUTHA ACTIVITIES

MUL-CHU-THA ACTIVITIES    
WOODCHOPPING, 
POPEVER CONTEST & JR 
& MGR CROWNING

Storm in the Andes                
Josefina travels back to 
Peru and meets Flor, whose 
brother was imprisoned.

Goshen                                   
The indigenous 
Tarahumara,  light-footed 
running tribe, striving to 
maintain their ancient 
culture against all odds.

Planet Doc                              
Different tribes all over the 
planet show us how they 
live.
The Wayana Indians               
They are witnesses to the 
irreversible destruction of 
their environment. 
Horse Tribe                              
Nez Perce brings horses 
back to their land with the 
help of a charismatic 
Navajo horseman.

Wisdom of the 
Grandmothers                        
Love, community, creativity, 
family, faith and spirituality, 
respect and caring.

Amazonia Eterna                     
A critical analysis of the 
world's largest tropical 
rainforest.

Wisdom of Grandmothers                        
Love, community, 
creativity, family, faith, 
spirituality, and respect.

Arizona Supreme Court
from page 1

child’s parental rights had 
been terminated, was too 
late in filing a motion to 
transfer the case to the trib-
al court, and that the trans-
fer provisions of ICWA do 
not apply in this case. 

The child in question, 
known only as A.D., was 
born in 2014. Her mother 
is a Gila River Indian Com-
munity member, but A.D. 
was not born on the Gila 
River Indian Reservation. 
Because both the mother 
and child tested positive for 
amphetamines and opiates 
at the time of birth, A.D. 
was taken into the custody 
of the Arizona Department 
of Child Safety (DCS). 

DCS led the girl’s de-
pendency case and placed 
A.D. with non-Indian foster 
parents. The Community 
began working with DCS 
on the case beginning Oct. 
3, 2014 and did not object 
to the child’s placement at 
the time, but meanwhile 
began a search to identify a 
placement with relatives of 
A.D. within the Gila River 
Indian Community, or oth-
erwise within compliance 
of ICWA. 

Five months later, on 
March 4, 2015, DCS moved 
for termination of parental 
rights for the mother and 
father of A.D, and parental 
rights were terminated by 

June of 2015. According 
to court documents, the 
Community agreed to the 
placement of the child with 
her foster parents, “until 
an ICWA-compliant place-
ment could be identified.” 

On August 15, 2015, 
the Community requested 
a transfer of A.D.’s depen-
dency case from the state 
court to the tribal court. At 
that time, the state, through 
DCS, concurred, but the 
foster parents objected. 

The case of whether 
the tribe should be grant-
ed its request to transfer 
jurisdiction of the child’s 
placement case to the tribal 
court has been in litigation 
ever since. The hearing 
last week was the latest in 
the tribe’s attempt to win 
the right to handle A.D.’s 
placement case. A contin-
gent of supporters attend-
ed the hearing, including 
GRIC urban members and 
elders. 

“For years now, the 
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity has done everything 
within our power to protect 
Community members and 
their families, every Indian 
child and every Indian fam-
ily,” said Gov. Stephen Roe 
Lewis in a press release 
later that day. “We will 
continue down this same 
legal path for as long as the 

rights of Indian children 
and Indian families remain 
under attack. We cannot 
stand by when our children 
are at risk of losing their 
tribal roots, their culture 
and their families, or when 
the Indian Child Welfare 
Act is at risk.” 

He said, “For almost 
40 years now, ICWA and 
the tribal court system have 
worked as intended to pro-
tect Indian families and to 
treat our families with fair-
ness. This landmark law 
should not be stripped of its 
key role in protecting our 
people, nor should Indian 
children be ripped from 
their homes and their cul-
ture.” 

At the recent Supreme 
Court hearing, one Justice 
asked why the tribe wait-
ed until after the parental 
rights had been terminated 
to request the jurisdictional 
transfer. The attorney re-
sponded, “the termination 
of parental rights was in the 
express lane compared to 
most other cases...in Arizo-
na state court, and that puts 
particular time constraints 
on the parties to a partic-
ular case. The case went 
from filing [for dependen-
cy for A.D.] to termination 
[of parental rights]...in less 
than six months.” Typically 
these cases can take a year 
or longer. 

In the written argu-
ment, GRIC attorneys not-
ed that, “Tribes often re-

frain from seeking transfer 
of a case early…and agree 
to non-ICWA compliant 
placements,” both exempli-
fied in this case, “in order 
to facilitate family reunifi-
cation and allow the family 
access to services which 
may be geographically 
closer.” 

In its argument to the 
Supreme Court, the Com-
munity stated the Court of 
Appeals’ (COA’s) read-

ing of the ICWA transfer 
provisions “is contrary to 
the plain language of the 
statute and leads to absurd 
and inconsistent results.” 
It also says, “The COA’s 
interpretation of 1911(b) is 
contrary to the purpose and 
spirit of ICWA.” 

Section 1911 of the 25 
U.S. Code covers “Indian 
tribe jurisdiction over Indi-
an child custody proceed-
ings.” 

A ruling on the case 
is expected in the coming 
months. The Arizona Su-
preme Court will either 
affirm the appeals court de-
cision that the Community 
was not able to transfer the 
case under ICWA, or it will 
rule that the language of 
ICWA allows for the trans-
fer of jurisdiction as it was 
requested by the Communi-
ty, and return the case to the 
Court of Appeals.
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Gila River Police Department Incident Logs
Gila River Police De-

partment reserves the right 
to restrict the release of cer-
tain reports which may not 
be available or are current-
ly under investigation.

Incident Log March 
19 – March 25, 2017 

Gila River Police offi-
cers responded to 646 calls 
for service and made 44 ar-
rests.

District One:
Homicide – Two de-

ceased victims were locat-
ed in the desert area. Police 
arrived and took control of 
the scene. The FBI and Gila 
River Detectives worked 
the scene and located a 
lead. The suspect was taken 
into custody without inci-
dent and the case is con-
tinuing to be investigated.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested. 

Weapon – The suspect 
un-holstered his firearm 
during a domestic argument 
with his nephew and placed 
it on a table. Both subjects 
in this incident were intox-
icated. The victim left prior 
to police arrival but was lat-
er located and arrested. 

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

District Two: 
Aggravated Assault – 

The suspect assaulted the 
victim, his aunt, after kick-
ing in her bedroom door 
and strangling her. The sus-
pect fled prior to police ar-
rival and the victim refused 
medical attention.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

District Three:
Aggravated Assault 

– The suspect and the vic-
tim, her juvenile son, were 
involved in a domestic 
dispute when the victim 
tried to contact the police. 
During this time the sus-
pect placed him in a choke 
hold in an attempt to stop 
the call to the Police. The 
suspect was contacted and 
arrested. Gila River Medi-
cal Services responded and 
provided medical treatment 
to the victim.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Aggravated Assault – 
The suspect assaulted his 
girlfriend after a domestic 
dispute. During the alterca-
tion the suspect struck the 
victim with the handle of a 
large knife and again with a 
collapsible baton. The vic-
tim was evaluated and then 
transported to a local hospi-
tal for treatment of her non-
life threatening injuries.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Burglary – A suspect 
entered a residence with-
out permission and took a 
television, a DVD player 
and DVDs. The victim had 
been away from the resi-
dence for an extended peri-
od of time.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft – The suspect 
entered the victim’s resi-
dence and stole a cellular 
phone. The victim was later 
informed that the suspect 
was attempting to sell the 
stolen cellular phone.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

District Four:
(Stotonic Area)
No incidents regarding 

Part 1 crime.

(Lone Butte / WHP 
Area) 

Theft – A suspect stole 
a laptop from the trunk of a 
vehicle while it was parked 
in a parking lot at the Raw-
hide Western Town and 
Event Center. The victim 
was attending a concert at 
the venue.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

Shoplifting – A sus-
pect entered the Famous 
Footwear store, Phoenix 
Premium Outlets, and took 
shoes from the display and 
fled the area on a bicycle. 
Officers checked the area 
but were unable to locate 
the suspect.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

Shoplifting – A suspect 
entered the Saks Fifth Ave-
nue Off 5th store at Phoe-
nix Premium Outlets, put 
on a jacket then proceeded 
to leave the store without 
paying for the merchandise. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Shoplifting – A sus-
pect entered the Wild Horse 
Pass Chevron store, took 
cases of beer and exited the 
store without paying for the 
merchandise. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

Shoplifting – A sus-
pect entered the Lone Butte 
Trade Center, placed car-
tons of cigarettes into a bag 
and exited the store without 
paying for the merchandise.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Shoplifting - A sus-
pect entered the Saks Fifth 
Avenue Off 5th store at 
Phoenix Premium Outlets, 
and took three purses and 
a pair of sunglasses and 
then proceeded to leave the 
store without paying for 
the merchandise. The store 
security officer was able to 
detain the suspect until po-
lice arrival.

Status: Suspect was 
detained. 

Auto Theft – Sus-
pect(s) stole a red Jeep 
Grand Cherokee from the 
employee parking lot at the 
Sheraton Wild Horse Pass 
Resort. The victim also re-
ported there were personal 
firearms inside the stolen 
vehicle. The stolen vehicle 
was located the following 
morning with the firearms 
missing from the vehicle.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

District Five:
Aggravated Assault 

– The suspect arrived at 
the victim’s residence, at-
tempted to strike the victim 
with a vehicle after he came 
outside. The victim avoided 
the vehicle and ran inside 
the residence to call police. 
The suspect then got out of 
the vehicle, broke out win-
dows to the residence and 
crawled in through the bro-
ken window. The victim at-
tempted to push the suspect 
out of the residence which 
caused the victim and sus-
pect to get into a physical 
altercation during which 
the suspect used a car key 
to stab the victim in the 
back of the head. Gila Riv-
er EMS medically cleared 
the victim and transport-
ed the suspect to a nearby 
medical facility.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested

Shoplifting – Sus-
pect(s) entered the Casa 
Blanca Market and took 
several items without pay-
ing for the merchandise. A 
store employee confronted 
the suspects but they left 
the premises prior to police 
arrival.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Shoplifting – A Sus-
pect entered the Casa Blan-
ca Market and took several 
items and placed them in 
her pocket. The cashier ap-
proached the subject who 
paid for other items but left 
without paying for the mer-
chandise in her pocket.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

District Six:
No incidents regarding 

Part 1 crime.

District Seven:
No incidents regarding 

Part 1 crime.

Incident Log March 
26 – April 1, 2017

Gila River Police offi-
cers responded to 715 calls 
for service and made 44 ar-
rests.

District One:
Aggravated Assault 

– The suspect arrived at a 
residence, intoxicated, and 
assaulted the girlfriend and 
another victim, who was 
visiting at the time. The 
suspect utilized a hammer 
while striking both sub-
jects. Both victims refused 
medical treatment and the 
suspect was gone prior to 
police arrival.

Status: Under Investi-
gation, charges forwarded.

Aggravated Assault 
- The suspect arrived at a 
residence, exited the vehi-
cle, and pointed a rifle at 
the three individuals who 
were in front of the house. 
The suspect then fired two 
rounds before the weapon 
jammed. The suspect then 
approached the subjects 

and began to physically as-
sault one of the female vic-
tims. All three victims re-
fused medical attention. No 
persons or structures were 
struck with either round. 

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Theft – A suspect en-
tered the fenced area of Fire 
Station 421 and stole a pro-
pane tank from the prop-
erty. This occurred during 
the evening hours between 
Wednesday and Friday.

Status: Under Investi-
gation. 

District Two: 
No incidents regarding 

Part 1 crime.

District Three:
Homicide – The vic-

tim was in a verbal and 
physical domestic dispute 
with his girlfriend and was 
left to walk on the side of 
the road. The girlfriend 
returned with the suspect 
to look for the victim. The 
suspect stepped on the ac-
celerator and struck the vic-
tim. The suspect then con-
tinued on and left the scene 
of the accident. The suspect 
and occupants of the vehi-
cle were later contacted and 
the suspect was taken into 
custody.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Aggravated Assault – 
During the course of a fam-
ily argument the suspect re-
trieved a kitchen knife. He 
then attempted to stab his 
mother’s boyfriend during 
the altercation. No injuries 
resulted during the argu-
ment and the suspect was 
taken into custody.

Status: The juvenile 
suspect was arrested. 

District Four:
(Stotonic Area)
No incidents regarding 

Part 1 crime.

(Lone Butte / WHP 
Area) 

Burglary - Suspects en-
tered a fenced area around a 
construction site by cutting 
the chain link fence. They 
then opened and forced 
entry into a locked build-
ing. The suspects removed 
multiple construction tools. 
The suspects fled the area 
prior to anyone discovering 
the crime.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

Theft – A suspect stole 
an air screw gun from an 
unsecured locker at Red-
man Homes.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft From A Motor 
Vehicle – A male suspect 
broke the driver side win-
dow to a black Hyundai and 
stole a white phone charger 
while it was parked in the 
parking lot of the Phoenix 
Premium Outlets. Fur-
ther investigation revealed 
Premium outlets security 
observed a male subject 

acting suspicious and look-
ing into vehicles that were 
parked in the parking lot. 
The male subject left in a 
purple Hyundai.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft From Motor Ve-
hicle – The suspect entered 
the victim’s Jeep Liberty 
while it was parked in the 
employee parking lot of 
Lone Butte Casino, stole 
several CD’s and a check 
before leaving the area in a 
separate vehicle.

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

Theft From Motor Ve-
hicle – The suspect stole a 
backpack containing var-
ious personal items from 
the victim’s vehicle while 
it was parked at Lone Butte 
Casino. The victim realized 
the theft occurred after ob-
serving the driver’s side 
window was pulled down.  

Status: Under Investi-
gation.

Auto Theft – The sus-
pect stole a Polaris that was 
parked behind a residence 
while the owners were out 
of town.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

District Five:
Aggravated Assault 

– The suspect assaulted 
his girlfriend of 5 years 
by strangling her with his 
hands, then punching and 
kicking her. The victim 
sustained various injuries 
during the course of the 
attack. The suspect also 
damaged personal property 
belonging to the victim.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Weapons – A suspect 
traveling in a silver car 
with tinted windows shot 
six rounds from a handgun 
out of the passenger side 
window. There was no ev-
idence of any persons or 
structures hit at the time of 
this incident but evidence 
was recovered.

Status:  Under Investi-
gation

District Six:
Aggravated Assault 

– The suspect stabbed the 
victim, her boyfriend of 
eleven years, after a domes-
tic verbal altercation esca-
lated and became physical.

 Status: Suspect was 
arrested. 

District Seven:
No incidents regarding 

Part 1 crime.

Incident Log April 2 
– 8, 2017

Calls for services this 
week:  689   Arrest made: 
51

District One: (Black-
water)

No Incidents regarding 
part 1 crime

District Two: (Sacaton 
Flats) 

No incidents regarding 

part 1 crime

District Three- (Saca-
ton)

Aggravated Assault 
– Officers responded to a 
residence for a disturbance 
call. Upon their arrival they 
discovered an intoxicated 
male who was disturbing 
others at the residence. The 
subject agreed to go to bad 
and as Officer were pre-
paring to leave the suspect 
exited the residence. It was 
discovered the individual 
had produced a knife and 
was now threatening to kill 
officers. The subject was 
detained and taken into 
custody.  

Status:  Suspect was 
arrested

Theft – Camera’s were 
stolen from the Cultural 
Resource Management De-
partment.

Status:  Under Investi-
gation

District Four (Stotonic 
Area):

No Incidents regarding 
part 1 crime

District Four (Lone 
Butte Area): 

Aggravated Assault – 
Officers responded to Wild 
Horse Pass Casino in ref-
erence to two intoxicated 
patrons refusing to leave. 
Upon making contact with 
the patrons, for attempting 
to punch a Security Officer, 
Officers directed the ag-
gressive patron to place her 
hands behind her back. As 
Officers began handcuff-
ing her, a short scuffle with 
the officers occurred where 
she kicked one of them in 
the chest. The suspect con-
tinued to resist and again 
kicked an Officer in the 
chest while being placed in 
a patrol vehicle. 

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested

Auto Theft – A black 
and purple 2015 Harley 
Davidson motorcycle was 
taken from the Wild Horse 
Pass Motorsports Park. The 
vehicle was entered into the 
system as stolen.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Shoplifting – A male 
suspect walked into Saks 
Fifth Avenue off 5th and 
grabs a pair of Armani 
sunglasses and used a pair 
of pliers to cut the securi-
ty device off the glasses. 
The suspect then exited the 
store without paying for the 
item. As security attempted 
to contact the subject he 
ran from security and drove 
away in his vehicle. The 
male subject was identified, 
and will be contacted for 
follow up. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Shoplifting – A male 

Continued on Page 13
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GRPD invites Community to join them in physical training exercises

one simple call to 811 gets underground utility-owned lines marked for free.

not calling can be life threatening and costly.
You can harm yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service to an entire 
neighborhood, and potentially be responsible for injuries, repair costs, and 
criminal penalties.

Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever suspect a natural gas 
leak, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020 immediately, whether 
you’re our customer or not.

Call 811
Before you dig!

Whether you’re a homeowner or professional excavator, every 
digging job requires a call — even small projects — so be sure to:

• Call 811 at least two working days before starting any digging  
 project

• Wait for the site to be marked

• Respect the marks

• Dig with care

For more information about natural gas safety, visit

swgas.com/safety

or call 877-860-6020

Thomas R. Throssell
Gila River Indian News

In the early morning 
hours of the workweek, 
finding the motivation to 
strap on a pair of running 
shoes for a jog can test 
even the most stalwart run-
ner’s willpower. But now 
that the Gila River Police 
Department is reaching out 
to Gila River Indian Com-
munity members to put on 
their running shoes and join 
them for physical training 
(PT) exercises, those look-
ing to get back into shape 
are not alone in their pur-
suit of fitness. 

Over the next several 
months the GRPD is hold-
ing bi-monthly PT exercise 
events as a part of their Re-
cruit Orientation Program, 
which is not just open to as-
piring GRPD recruits but to 
anyone interested in getting 
healthy and fit. The next 
GRPD PT exercise event 
will be held at Sacaton 
Middle School’s running 
track on April 22 at 7 a.m.  

GRPD Sgt. Paul Ma-
roney, who is organizing 
the PT exercise events, 
said they are inviting the 
public to their PT events 
to help create more aware-
ness that GRPD officers are 
not just out there arresting 
bad guys, they are also pro-
moting a positive healthy 
lifestyle within the Com-
munity.

“This PT program is 
for people who want to 
become GRPD officers, 
however it is also for peo-
ple who want to get healthy 
and fit and have some di-
rection,” said Maroney. 
“Anybody and everybody, 
who is interested in just 
working out or becoming a 
police officer, are welcome 
to join.”

The PT exercises will 
consist of running, push-
ups, and sit-ups. While 
aspiring recruits will work 
on running 1.5 miles in 15 
minutes and 20 seconds, 
doing 31 sit-ups in one 
minute, and 29 pushups in 

one minute, Community 
members are encouraged to 
go at their own pace.

“It is going to be a pro-
active supportive environ-
ment and if you can’t do a 
pushup, if you can’t do a 
sit-up, we will help you,” 
said Maroney.

For those interested in 
pushing themselves to re-
duce their running times or 
improve how many sit-ups 
and pushups they can do in 
one minute, GRPD Officers 
Adam Boyd, Veronica San-
chez, and Jerrod Rosson 
will be available to provide 
any assistance and training 
techniques.

Maroney said that 
GRPD Officer Boyd, who 
is a professional triathlete, 
will be onsite to demon-
strate proper running tech-
niques to improve running 
performance.

“He is going to teach 
people how to run correct-
ly,” said Maroney.  “There 
are actually techniques that 
decrease your time and in-

crease your running endur-
ance.”

He said in years past 
during a PT Instructor 
course, he had to decrease 
his running time by two 
minutes within 30-days.  

He said that the course’s 
PT instructors showed him 
techniques that allowed 
him to run faster and gain 
more endurance. “There 
is a science behind it,” he 
added.

After the April 22, PT 
Exercise event, the next 
event will be held on May 
20. For more informa-
tion about the PT exercise 
events call (520) 562-7137.

Photo courtesy of Edit Box Productions

Physical Training event on Feb. 25 at the Sacaton Middle School track.

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Arizona State Univer-
sity Del E. Webb School of 
Construction, in collabo-
ration with the Gila River 
Indian Community, share a 
common vision of building 
homes out of adobe brick.

During a presentation 
at the GRIC governance 
center on March 29, Gov. 
Stephen Roe Lewis and 
Gila River Indian Utili-
ty Authority (GRICUA) 
Chairman John Lewis talk-
ed about the idea of build-
ing homes out of adobe 
brick, and how the ASU 
school of construction is 
reviving the traditional 
form of home building in 
a more contemporary set-
ting. 

Wanda Dalla Costa, a 
visiting Eminent Scholar 
from the Saddle Lake First 
Nation in Northern Alber-
ta, has an interest in work-
ing with the Community 
to build interest in making 
indigenous studies of tra-

ditional homes a part of the 
curriculum at ASU. 

At the center of the 
project, the goal is to 
embed indigenous archi-
tecture within today’s 
approaches to building 
modern homes. 

Costa said, “Our ini-
tial discussion led to a 
number of different activi-
ties. We sat down and tried 
to understand the Commu-
nity’s priorities and what 
was important.”  

Native ASU students 
took part in the develop-
ment of the conceptual 
design of the sustainable 
home, took care to incor-
porate areas for gardening 
to promote food sover-
eignty and external struc-
tures like a vato, which is 
often used for shade and 
gathering places. 

Costa showed a vid-
eo that walks through the 
conceptual adobe home. 
The video, which was de-
veloped by Ryan Bowman 
and BriAnn Laban, a mem-
ber of the Hopi tribe, pro-

vided the science behind 
the use of adobe bricks. 

A benefit to using 
earthen materials like ado-
be bricks is its high ther-
mal mass, meaning it can 
store heat during those 
cold winter days and keeps 
the interior cool during hot 
summer months.

GRICUA Chairman 
Lewis said it’s about im-
proving the quality of life 
and lowering the cost of 
utilities to homeowners. 

“There is also a cultur-
al component. So there is 
a part of bringing to bear 
some of our cultural and 
traditional values in terms 
of building materials,” 
said John.

During the visit, Costa 
presented Gov. Lewis with 
a conceptual design of an 
adobe home that reflects 
the traditional ki structure 
used by the Huhugam. 

Gov. Lewis said the 
designs are a good way of 
demonstrating where the 
Community would like to 
be with sustainable hous-

ing and that it is important 
to provide energy efficient 
homes that are easy on the 
owner’s wallet. 

He said the collabo-
ration with ASU, puts ev-
erything into an analytical 
frame of mind with what 
the Community is doing 
to plan for future develop-
ment of energy efficient in-
frastructure and serves as a 
model for other tribes.  

Dalla Costa said an 
exact cost for the price of 
building one unit has not 
been determined, because 
the project is still in the 
conceptual stage of gath-
ering more input from the 
Community. 

In the interim, a sus-
tainable housing initiative 
survey has been developed 
between the Governor’s 
office, the ASU School of 
Construction and GRIC-
UA.

The survey will iden-
tify ways to design and 
build sustainable homes in 
the Community and needs 
tribal members input to 

help with the initiative. 
GRICUA invites 

Community members to 
take the survey, which will 
enter each participant a 
chance to win one of eight 
$25 Harkins Theater gift 
tickets.

There are two ways 
Community members can 
take the survey, which can 
be found on www.gricua.
net. 

The second option 

is stopping by one of the 
Community’s seven dis-
trict service centers and 
picking up a copy of the 
survey.

Once the hard copy 
has been completed, indi-
vidual can return the sur-
vey to the district service 
center or drop it off direct-
ly at the GRICUA offices 
by 4 p.m. on April 28. 

ASU Del Webb School presents adobe brick designs for home building

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis and Wanda Dalla Costa dis-
cuss the possibilities of adobe brick home construc-
tion. 

Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN
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Volunteers of the Year 
Delvina Sunn and Gaylan 
Redbird joined Pahona in 
ushering in the procession 
of parade entries.

In addition, McKaley 
Lewis and Jordan Ochoa 
were named Super Stars of 
the Year. 

In the afternoon a 
horseshoe tournament, bird 
dance competition and bil-
liards tournament brought 
many competitors out to the 

event and later skate board-
ers shredded and grinded at 
the skate park next to the 
outdoor pavilion. 

The day wouldn’t be 
complete without a dance, 
with musical entertainment 
provided by Two Rivers.  

Five Tribes
from page 1

WHAT TIME IS IT?
Learning numbers and 

how to count in O’otham 
is one of the first lessons 
that are taught to learners, 
whether they’re learning 
at home or in school. Most 
people quickly learn how 
to recite the numbers from 
one to ten in O’otham (he-
mako, go:k, vaik, gi’ik, 
hethasp, chu:thp, vevam/
vevkam, gi’igik, hemuch-
kam, vesthma:m) but 
don’t realize how much of 
an opportunity they have 
to use those numbers in 
everyday life. Knowing 
how to say the numbers in 
O’otham is very important 
as we use numbers every-
where. We use numbers 
when we count items or 
measure things around us. 
We also use numbers to 
keep track of the passing 
of time, whether it is the 
day, month, or year. Every 
time we use numbers we 
have the opportunity to use 
the knowledge of our own 
O’otham ñeo’ok instead of 
the English numbers we’ve 
grown accustomed to. 

One area where we 
can incorporate O’otham 
numbers in our daily lives 
is with telling time. A com-
mon question that is of-
ten asked by people of all 
ages is “What time is it?”. 
Now, the hourly concept of 
time that we presently use 

is relatively new for our 
Community and is based 
on a European idea of the 
day divided into 24 hours. 
This idea was brought to 
our lands by Spanish and 
Mexican visitors starting 
in the late 17th Century. 
Prior to this date, the tra-
ditional concept of the day 
(thash) was more loosely 
divided into a few periods 
that corresponded primar-
ily to morning (sialig) af-
ternoon (tha:m juk), eve-
ning (huduñig) and night 
(chu:g). The Spanish influ-
ence on our Community can 
be heard in the words that 
we now use to tell time. In 
O’otham we divide the day 
(thash) into hours, which 
in O’otham are called o:la 
a word that was borrowed 
from the Spanish word hora 
‘hour’. Hours are divid-
ed into minutes which are 
called minu:thi which is 
another borrowing from the 
Spanish word minuto. 

There are a number of 
different ways in O’otham 
to ask the question “What 
time is it?” The easiest 
way is by using the ques-
tion phrase Sha:chuḍ o:la?, 
which literally translates 
as “What hour is it?”. An-
other way of asking the 
same question is by saying 
“He’ekia o ‘i him? which 
literally asks “How many 
(hours) are going (by)?”. 

You might sometimes hear 
people say the same phrase 
as “He’ekia ‘o vai him?”. 
All of these questions are 
different ways of asking 
the same thing and are un-
derstood by speakers.  The 
difference on which form a 
speaker will actually use in 
a conversation can be based 
on his or her preference or 
on their dialect and it is im-
portant to pay attention and 
ask people in your area how 
they would ask the question 
“What time is it?”

Replying to the ques-
tions is relatively simple 
and uses your knowledge 
of numbers.  For example, 
if you wanted to say that it’s 
one o’clock you can simple 
reply to one of the questions 
above with “hemako o:la”, 
which literally says “one 
hour” or “one o’clock”. If 
you wanted to be a little 
more proper in your re-
sponses you can also say 
“Tho hemako o:la” mean-
ing “it is one o’clock”. And 
if you wanted to emphasize 
that the hour has reached 
one you can use the phrase 
“E-ai ath heg ______” 
which is a way of saying 
that the clock has reached 
a certain point of the day.  
To complete this example 
you would use E-ai ‘ath 
heg hemako o:la, meaning 
the time has reached one ‘o 
clock in the day. 

Now let’s say the time 
has reached the half hour 
mark. In order to express 
the half-hour of the clock 
you use the phrase eda hug-
kam, which means half past 
or in the middle. For exam-
ple, to say it is 10:30 you 
can say “Tho vesthma:am 
eda hugkam o:la” which 
literally says it’s the mid-
dle hour past ten. To say it 
is 3:30 you would say “Tho 
vaik eda hugkam o:la”. And 
in the same manner, to say 
it is 9:30 you would say 
“Tho hemuchkam eda hug-
kam o:la”. 

Now if you want to 
say it’s anytime in between 
the half hour and hour you 
use one of two phrases that 
mean either it is a number 
of minutes past the hour or 
a number of minutes lead-

ing up to the next hour. In 
O’otham these phrases are 
“’i ba’ivch” which means 
past (the hour) and “am 
wui” which means what’s 
left (until the next hour). 
For example, if you wanted 
to say that the time is 8:05 
you would say “Tho heth-
asp minu:thi ‘i ba’ivch heg 
gi’igik o:la” or it’s five min-
utes past eight o’clock. In a 
similar way if you wanted to 
say the time is 8:07 you can 
say “Tho vevkam minu:thi 
‘i ba’ivch heg gi’igik o:la”. 
But on the other hand if the 
time was 7:55 you would 
have to think of how many 
minutes there are left until 
the next hour. In this case 
there are five minutes left 
until the hour hits eight so 
you would say in O’oth-
am “Tho hethasp minu:thi 

am vi’is heg gi’igik o:la” 
or it’s five minutes until 
eight. Similarly, if the time 
was 7:53 you would say 
there’s seven minutes (left) 
until eight o’clock or “Tho 
vevkam minu:thi am vi’is 
heg gi’igik o:la”. 

Telling time in O’oth-
am takes practice and a lit-
tle time to get used to the 
system. But it is a good way 
to bring more O’otham into 
your daily life and utilize 
your knowledge of num-
bers. We encourage you 
to start asking each other 
“Sha:chuḍ o:la?/He’ekia ‘o 
‘i him?” and figuring out 
how to say the time using 
O’otham. This month’s 
word match will give some 
good practice on how to say 
the time in O’otham.

Sha:chuḍ o:la?/He’ekia ‘o ‘i him? Match the O’otham time with its Clock Face!  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Hethasp minu:thi ‘i ba’ivch 
heg go:k o:la   
 

 

 
 
 
Chu:thp o:la  
 

 

 
 
Hethasp minu:thi am vi’is 
heg go:k o:la  
 

 

 
 
Gamai-go:k eda hugkam o:la  
 

 

 
 
Vesthma:m minu:thi ‘i 
ba’ivch heg vevkam o:la   
 

 

 
 
Hemako eda hugkam o:la  
 

 

 
 
Gi’ik o:la   
 

 

 
  
 
Vesthma:m minu:thi am vi’is 
heg hemuchkam o:la  
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Miss and Jr. Miss Gila River visit Council

GRIC employees recognized at Team CSD Day 2017 event

Community Services 
Department (CSD) em-
ployees were recognized 
for their hard work and 
dedication to the Gila Riv-
er Indian Community at the 
Team CSD Day 2017 event 
held at the Rawhide Pavil-
ion on April 13.

Around 350 employees 
attended the annual event, 
which was filled to the brim 

with activities like a pep 
rally, years of service rec-
ognition, steak lunch, and 
competitive games. 

Joanne Miles-Long, 
CSD Director, said this 
year’s event theme was 
“Our Hats Off To You!” be-
cause many CSD employ-
ees don’t just work an 8 to 
5 job and are being recog-
nized for their dedication. 
She said the department is 
on call 24 hours, seven days 
a week because issues in 
the Community arise at all 

hours and CSD employees 
are always there to lend a 
helping hand.

 “[You have] com-
passion for each other, …
respect one another and I 
appreciate that very much,” 
said Miles-Long to the 
crowd of employees. “It 
speaks very well of each 
and every one of you. You 
are all unique, you are all 
special, you all bring some-
thing to the table,” she said.

Gov. Stephen Roe 
Lewis, who was unable to 

CSD employees wore a variety of hats in participation of Team CSD Days theme of 
Our Hats Off To You.

Alan Blackwater, D1, receives recognition for his 34 years of serving the Gila River 
Indian Community at the Team CSD Day held at the Rawhide Pavilion on April 13.

- E N G I N E E R I N G  -  M A T H  -  A R C H I T E C T U R E -

K i n d e r g a r t e n  &  F i r s t  G r a d e  S T E A M  A c t i v i t y  
•   T u e s d a y ,  M a y  9 ,  2 0 1 7   •  

3 : 0 0 p m - 4 : 3 0 p m  

P e r m i s s i o n  f o r m s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  
 P l e a s e  r e t u r n  f o r m  b y  M a y  1 ,  2 0 1 7 .   

S p a c e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  3 0  s t u d e n t s .  
P a r e n t s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  

S n a c k s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d .  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  

o r  s t u d e n t s  m a y  b e  p i c k e d  u p .   

Q U E S T I O N S ?  
C o n t a c t  o u r  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  C o - C o o r d i n a t o r s  

M s .  H a r r i s o n  o r  M r .  G r a s s  

  
 

C a s a  B l a n c a  C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l  
3 4 5 5  W .  C a s a  B l a n c a  R o a d ,  B a p c h u l e ,  A Z  8 5 1 2 1  P h o n e :  5 2 0 - 3 1 5 - 3 4 8 9  

Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN
The Gila River Royalty Committee presented the 2017-2018 Royalty Court, Miss Gila River Anissa Garcia and 
Jr. Miss Gila River Haili Gonzales, at the first regular monthly meeting of the Community Council on Wednes-
day, April 5 in Sacaton. 

attend the event because 
of business in Washington 
D.C., had a statement read 
that said, “The Community 
Service Department is the 
heart of the Gila River Indi-
an Community. I appreciate 
your dedication and service 
and I know the Community 
at the district level does too. 
The hard work you do for 
the Community does not go 
unnoticed. As we enter this 
weekend, I extend a peace-
ful Easter celebration to you 
and your families. Have a 
great day with fun filled 
activities with your cowork-

ers and you all deserve it. 
Thank you.”

The event concluded 
with a surprise announce-
ment that all employees 
were being treated to movie 
at a Harkins Theatre.

“It is only a small to-
ken of our appreciation for 
what you do for the Com-
munity,” said Miles-Long. 
“We just hope that you 
enjoy yourself, you enjoy 
your co-workers, [and] that 
you know you are apart of 
a team… you make us who 
we are.”

The CSD operates 
the Communities service 
centers and a variety of 
programs, including: the 
Elderly Nutrition Program, 
Elderly Services Program, 
Women Infants and Chil-
dren Program (WIC), Com-
modity Foods Program, 
Tribal Recreation/Wellness 
Center, and the Ira H. Hayes 
Memorial Library.

Below is the list of 
CSD employees recognized 
for their years of service 
working for the Gila River 
Indian Community: 
Pamela Valdez 10
Daniel Perez 10
Derald Thomas 10
Marcos Martinez 10
John Lynch 10
Michael Stevens 10
Merlena Calabaza 10
Gary F. Juan 10
Carla Lemos 10
Geneva Lyons 10
Jose Terrazas 10
Carol Santos 10
Joanne Brewer 10
Casey McAfee 10
Angie Nava 10

Ina Nahee 10
Theresa Miranda 10
Lawrence BlackElk 10
Cynthia Yazzie 10
Mario Valenzuela 11
Jackie Lewis 11
John Thomas 11
Alma Maira Martinez 11
Cynthia Satala 11
Cruz Lewis 11
Wilbert Flores 12
Cecelia Eddie 12
David Thomas 12
Cliff Boss 12
Emmanuel Antone 12
Peter Sanchez 13
Stanley Ramon 13
Virgil Jordan 13
Vincent Granillo 13
Lee Juan13
Sherwin Whitman 13
Daniel Duran 13
Mary Dixon 14
Colin Francisco 14
Jerome Antone 14
Gordon Santos Jr. 15
Delmer Osife 15
Nancee Calderon 15
Delmer Peters 15
Valerie Johnson-Antone 15
Ricardo Stewart 16
Terry Voltares 16
Brian Harrison 16
Eddie Duarte 16
Donald Osife 17
Harriet Allen 17
Nelson Johnson 17
Garrett Peters 17
Lino Valdez 17
Merlin Blackwater 17
Erma M. Antone 17
Harriet Allen 17
Deborah Morago 18
Greg Lewis 19
Ann Lucas-Stewart 21
Mary Osife 23
Harold Osife 27
Alan Blackwater 34
Melva Charles 36



Gila River Indian NewsApril 21, 2017 Page 9

Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN

Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN

Ramona Button presented at the Water Resource Research Center Conference on 
Irrigated Agriculture at the University of Arizona on March 28. 

Attorney Jason Hauter 
speaks at the conference 
on Gila River’s support of 
water conservation efforts.

The University of Ar-
izona hosted the Water 
Resource Research Center 
(WRRC) Conference on 
Irrigated Agriculture on 
March 28. 

The conference fo-
cused on how drought con-
ditions have impacted Ari-
zona farmers.

It also delved into the 
way the Arizona water rep-
resentatives are addressing 
drought concerns by devel-
oping water conservation 
plans with regional stake-
holders. 

Farmers Ramona and 
Terry Button talked about 
how they manage their 
sprawling farm that grows 
traditional O’otham foods, 
during the Whole Farm 
Management for Efficient 
Use panel discussion.  

Both said, one benefit 
to the kinds of foods they 
grow, is their resiliency to 
thrive in arid climates, like 
the Sonoran Desert. 

Ramona said farming 
has always been a way of 
life, a life that has been 
practiced by the Akimel 
O’otham for years living 
along the Gila River. 

Other speakers talk-
ed about the regulation of 
water that is used by dif-
ferent customers and that, 
although today’s water 
conservation plans are not 
a long-term solution to Ari-
zona’s water shortages, it is 

a step in the right direction 
for a comprehensive water 
plan. 

One of the highlights 
of the conference was about 
the Ground Water Manage-
ment Act that was passed in 
1980. 

A documentary film 
called Groundwater: To 
Enact a Law for the Com-
mon Good highlighted 
the history of the Arizona 
Groundwater Act. 

The act set a new prec-
edent for Arizona water 
conservation that has seen 
many of its provisions ben-
efit farmers and municipal-
ities. 

Ron Reyner, a third 
generation farmer and a 
member of the Family 
Farm Alliance, which ad-
vocates for ranchers, farm-
ers and irrigation districts 
throughout the western half 
of the United States, was 
one of the panelists who 
spoke about the importance 
of the Groundwater Act.

“In retrospect, positive 
things came from the act…
It validated agriculture’s 
use of water,” said Reyner. 

He said the groundwa-
ter act played a huge role in 
ensuring the sustainability 
of farming in a competitive 
environment, where urban 
development was placing a 
strain on the state’s already 
limited groundwater sup-
ply. 

In the early 1980’s, 
as the state was beginning 
to come to terms with the 

looming drought condi-
tions, the price of ground-
water increased, threaten-
ing the ability for farmers 
to stay in business. 

He said the act es-
tablished a set of respon-
sibilities on groundwater 
management that was fair 
for everyone and in that it 
didn’t price farmers out of 
buying groundwater. 

Arizona Department of 
Agriculture Director Mark 
Killion said the ground-
water act established pro-
visions to make it safe for 
everyone to use. 

“[It] was one of the 
first efforts in the U.S. to 
preserve groundwater and 
prompted neighboring 
states like California and 
Nevada to look at the safe-
ty of their water resources,” 
said Killion. 

He said water banking 
was another product of the 
Groundwater Act, because 
it prompted each of the 
three states that have ac-
cess to the Colorado River 
to share their water shares 
with other places that are in 
need of resupply.     

Later in the confer-
ence, Akin Gump Strauss 
& Feld LLP Senior Counsel 
Jason Hauter presented the 
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity’s recent efforts to con-
serve water on a panel dis-
cussion called Planning for 
Central Arizona’s Looming 
Agricultural Water Short-
age. 

Huater talked about 

the creation of Gila Riv-
er Water Storage, LLC. 
(GRWS), which was estab-
lished to market stored wa-
ter and help fund the costs 
of bringing the Communi-
ty’s entitlement of Central 
Arizona Project water to 
the GRIC. 

He said the GRWS, 
coupled with a five-year 
water plan, led to the cre-
ation of a permanent water 
fund that would help im-
prove water infrastructure 
in the Community. 

In regards to water 
conservation, Hauter said 
the Community is also part 
of the on-going water con-
servation discussions with 
local stakeholders across 
Arizona to developing bet-
ter ways of managing and 

recharging groundwater. 
The Community is also 

involved with the Lower 
Colorado Basin Drought 
Contingency Plan, which 
involves multiple munic-
ipalities, like the City of 
Phoenix, in allocating ex-
cess Central Arizona Proj-
ect water to preserve the 
water levels of Lake Mead. 

He said the Commu-
nity continues to discuss 
system conservation man-
agement with its constitu-
ents to address the drought 
conditions in the lower ba-
sin states. 

In the long term, he 
said, the state will need 
to be more creative in ad-
dressing its water shortage 
needs and that the Commu-
nity’s efforts to address wa-

ter shortages in the short-
term are just one piece of 
the puzzle towards water 
conservation. 

Last spring the Gila 
River Indian Communi-
ty Tribal Education De-
partment applied for the 
Community Youth Grant 

from the U.S. Department 
of Education, to develop 
early education initiatives 
for students and teachers 
across the Community. 

TED plans to use the 
grant to bolster reading 
habits, promote the best 

practices in teacher edu-
cation and introduce more 
Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathemat-
ics into the classroom.  

TED Director Isaac 
Salcido said his depart-
ment has already begun to 

work on parts 
of the grant’s 
objectives by 
working with 
the Communi-
ty’s early edu-
cation centers.  

He said 
the decision 
to apply for 
the grant came 
at the need to 
help some of 
the students at 
the Communi-
ty’s early edu-
cation centers 
that were hav-
ing difficulties 
reading at their 
age level.  

The grant 
will also be 
used to de-
velop a book 
d i s t r i b u t i o n 
program that 
is aimed at in-
creasing read-
ing at home. 

One of 
TED’s goals 

is to put 100 books in 80 
percent of the Communi-
ty’s homes by the end of 
the grant’s term of four 
years. 

Additionally, it will 
provide teacher trainings, 
which are being provid-
ed by Extreme Teach-
ing, based out of Eastern 
Michigan. 

Salcido said, “It’s 
growing habits of reading. 
Sometimes grandparents 
will ask what is the best 
way to teach their kids 
how to read.” 

“The early child-
hood piece [of the grant] 
involves getting all the 
people involved in parent 
training, to come together 
and determine what is the 
message [we] are giving 
about the role of parenting 
in the Community.” 

It has been understood 
that the role of parenting 
does not always involve 
the mother and father, but 
is also carried out by other 
members of the family.

He said guardians ask 
questions like, “How can I 
help my child in school?” 
What if my child doesn’t 
want to go to school or 
they don’t like to read.” 

It will also allow TED 
to develop culturally rele-

vant books that will have 
themes based on what the 
students see in the Com-
munity. 

Another component 
to the grant is the develop-
ment of culturally relevant 
books that make connec-
tions between the children 
and their environment. 

Culture Coordinator 
Anthony Grey said the ul-
timate goal of the books 
is to develop children’s 
interest in reading and 
about their Community, 
which they hope to incor-
porate into the themes of 
the books. 

“Whenever someone 
brings up culture or lan-
guage, they think of how 
[we] did things way back 
when,” said Grey, “So 
now, we are looking into 
how we can depict Com-
munity life today through 
the children’s books.” 

He said reading de-
velops when parents and 
children start making con-
nections when they hear 
stories about their family 
or the Community.

“That is where the 
excitement of wanting 
to learn more begins in a 
child’s life.”  

Other components 
mentioned in the grant are 

underway with trainings 
provided to 25 teachers at 
different education cen-
ters across the Communi-
ty. 

TED Assistant Direc-
tor Fredrick Poitra said 
Extreme Teaching has al-
ready provided the fifth 
through eighth grade edu-
cators with out-of-the-box 
teaching styles that can be 
used in the classroom. 

He said Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math are one of the 
subjects being integrat-
ed into curriculums at 
schools in the Communi-
ty. 

“It’s about increas-
ing the academic standard 
and expectations of the 
Community,” said Poitra, 
“Changing [that] outlook, 
I think [is] huge.” 

All three said that 
change is an incremental 
process that takes small 
steps to see improvements 
of children across the 
Community.

Salcido said it is 
about developing bench-
marks every year in order 
to get a birds eye view of 
the progress that will be 
made by evaluating the 
work that is being done. 

Tribal Education to promote reading with Community Youth Grant 
Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

University of Arizona hosts water conservation conference
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it was in season. She would 
bake a cake and cut it into 
small little squares for us, 
put it over it 
like strawber-
ry shortcake. 
That was our 
dessert.” 

The pud-
ding Histia 
made for the 
class was 
originally her 
grandmother’s 
and it is re-
printed here 
with Histia’s 
permission. 

“It’s re-
ally simple…
just flour, sug-

ar, and water and that’s it. 
And you’re just boiling it all 
together,” she said. “Only 

ten minutes to cook it and 
it’s ready to serve.” 

Kuavol is the quietly 
treasured desert dessert of 
the O’otham, oft overlooked 
and nearly forgotten. But 
the small red fruit took cen-
ter stage at a public class in 
the District 3 Service Cen-
ter, April 6, led by O’otham 
language instructor Tam-
my Histia, who shared her 
grandmother’s recipe for 
kuavol pudding. 

The fruit, which is re-
lated to the Chinese goji 
berry, is also known as 
wolfberry. Both are in the 
nightshade family of plants, 
along with tomatoes. The 
small purple flowers of the 
kuavol bush bloom in early 
spring, and O’otham harvest 
the little berries from Febru-
ary through April. 

The berries glow bright 
reddish orange against their 
muted green bushes. They 
grow in an oblong, rug-
by-ball shape and are the 
size of a nickel when fully 
ripe. One large bush can 
produce upwards of 500 
berries and it can be pains-
taking to pick each of them 
individually. 

Histia recommends 
walking into the desert to 
pick good berries rather 
than those closer to the road 
to avoid potentially con-
suming pollutants from cars 
passing by. She also sug-
gested seeking out berries 

on smaller bushes, lower 
to the ground, but warned 
to be careful of snakes that 
like to hide in the shade of 
the kuavol bushes. 

More than 30 people at-
tended the language class to 
learn about the kuavol, and 
most of them were elders. 
While the kuavol has long 
been a favorite snack of the 
O’otham, not many know 
how to prepare it, said His-
tia. The elders are learning 
too. 

The practice of har-
vesting kuavol seems to 
have skipped a generation. 
Many of the elders in the 
class remembered the treat 
from their youth, but never 
learned how to make it for 
themselves, so learning the 
pudding recipe was new for 
them too. 

“It brings back memo-
ries,” said Alex Blaine III, 
whose grandmother used 
to make treats with kuavol. 
The last time he had kuavol 
pudding was when he was a 
child, maybe 45 years ago, 
he said. “Those were the 
good days.” 

Blaine said he sees the 
fresh kuavol out in the des-
ert, but wasn’t sure how to 
prepare them and always 
wanted to learn. “This was 
my chance. Now I know,” 
he said. “I thought it was a 
hard deal, you know, but it’s 
pretty easy [to make].” 

Kuavol is beloved for 
its subtle sweetness and 

can be enjoyed in a variety 
of ways. It can be made 
into a dip, a sauce, a blend-
ed drink, mixed into pies 
or tossed into salads. It’s 
also delicious fresh off the 
branch. The fruit has a tart, 
bittersweet taste like a cross 
between a cranberry and a 
sweet tomato.  

Histia remembered 
picking kuavol from the 
desert bush with her sister 
– grandma’s orders. “She 
would give us a [used] cof-
fee can and she’d be like, 
‘Don’t come back until it’s 
full,’” she said. “We would 
come home with a full can 
and that was our dessert 
just about every night that 

Celerion is looking for healthy men and women with 
excess weight for a clinical research study.

Study details:
Adults, 18-55 years old
BMI between 25 and 39.9
Non-smokers
You’ll be compensated $150 for completing the screening visit.
Study compensates up to $7,150 for time and travel. 
The study requires one 4-night stay, two 2-night stays and 13 returns.

HelpResearch.com • 888-257-9393

Tempe, AZ  •  2420 W. Baseline Road        

HealtHy 
Volunteers needed! 

Mikhail Sundust
Gila River Indian News

Kuavol, aka Wolfberry, takes center stage at Dist. 3 culture class

Mikhail Sundust/GRIN

Recipe courtesy ofTammy Histia

Tammy Histia, left, prepares kuavol at the D3 Service Center, April 6.
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GRGE names Corporate Vice President of Marketing
Submitted by Alexis 
Kramer
OH Partners Public 
Relations

Submitted by Terry 
Willis
GRIC Student Advisor

Gila River Gaming 
Enterprises, Inc. has named 
Dominic Orozco as Corpo-
rate Vice President of Mar-
keting for its three Valley 
gaming and hotel proper-
ties. 

Orozco will oversee 
marketing operations at all 
three Gila River properties, 
which include Wild Horse 
Pass Hotel & Casino, Vee 

Quiva Hotel & Casino, and 
Lone Butte Casino.

“The enterprise is 
thrilled to welcome on 
board Mr. Orozco as the 
Vice President of Market-
ing,” said Kenneth Manuel, 
Chief Executive Officer for 
Gila River Gaming Enter-
prises. “With his extensive 
background in the gaming 
and marketing field, we are 
confident that new and in-
novative days are ahead for 
the Gila River Gaming En-
terprise brand.”

Dominic brings more 

than 17 years of experience 
in the gaming industry to 
Gila River Casinos. During 
his gaming career, Dom-
inic served as president 
and chairman for the New 
Mexico Cibola County 
Chamber of Commerce and 
served as a board member 
for the State of New Mexi-
co Division of Tourism. 

“It is a pleasure to fill 
this role and market such 
a dynamic enterprise. The 
Enterprise is complete with 
robust property amenities 
and a strong presence in the 

market, which will be in-
strumental in enriching the 
experience and brand,” said 
Dominic Orozco. 

Relocating to Arizona 
from New Mexico to serve 
as the Director of Gaming 
at RIESTER Advertising, 
Dominic directed advertis-
ing and marketing efforts 
for 20 casinos, including 
casinos in Phoenix, Arizo-
na and Choctaw Casinos 
and Resorts in Oklahoma. 

Dominic began his ca-
reer in New Mexico with 
the Laguna Development 

Corp. operating two ca-
sinos near Albuquerque, 
NM. He was instrumental 
in launching a new brand 
for Dancing Eagle Casi-
no while receiving several 
awards through recognized 
industry experts, including 
Raving’s Romero Awards. 
His educational back-
ground includes a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Applied 
Business from New Mex-
ico State University and a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Marketing from the Uni-
versity of Phoenix. 

Photo Courtesy OH Partners

Photo Courtesy Terry Willis

Dominic Orozco, Corpo-
rate Vice President of Mar-
keting for GRGE. 

Lorenza Aleman and Ellayna Polingyowna hold certifi-
cates of their art.

 

Free Developmental Screening 

Free Hearing Screening 

Free Vision Screening 

Wednesday May 3, 2017: Sacaton Elementary School  9a-12p 

Friday May 19, 2017: Blackwater Community School 9:30a-1:30p 

Wednesday May 10, 2017: Casa Blanca Community School 1p-4p 

Friday May 12, 2017: Gila Crossings Community School  1p-3p 

 

Contact for more information: 

Early Childhood Special Services 

520-562-3882 

Kindergarten 
Boot Camp

April 7, 2017
Student must be enrolled at CBCS for the 2017-2018 school year 

to participate in the summer program. 
Age Requirements: Child must be 5 years old by August 31st.

Registration Begins

Casa Blanca Community School 
3455 W. Casa Blanca Road, Bapchule, AZ 85121 

Phone: 520-315-3489

Prepare your child for Kindergarten with 
activities that foster social/emotional, 

cognitive and fine motor skills. 
 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROVIDED

Coolidge High School students showcase work at the Heard Museum

Two students from 
Coolidge High School par-
ticipated in the 2017 Heard 
Museum American Indi-
an Art Show & Sale, held 

March 24. The show at-
tracts American Indian stu-
dents from all over North 
America, and provides 
students the opportunity to 
exhibit and sell their work 
in the world famous Heard 
Museum. Students also 
compete for ribbons and 

cash prizes in 13 categories 
and two age divisions.

Tenth grade student 
Lorenza Aleman from Dis-
trict 4 submitted two pho-
tographs; one of her pho-
tograph’s was titled “The 
Fallen” the other was titled 
“Alone.” Lorenza received 

a third place ribbon and a 
certificate for her photo-
graph the “The Fallen.”                          

Lorenza enjoys pho-
tography and her goal is 
to attend Film School at 
Scottsdale Community 
College. She is very talent-
ed in her work and does a 

fine job and her photo-
graphs certainly tell a 
story and have special 
meaning.

Senior Ellayna 
Polingyowna, District 
4, did an acrylic paint-
ing titled “Harvesting 
Corn.” Ellayna’s art 
was sold. 

The beautiful 
painting represents a 
corn dancer harvesting 
corn and a long hair 
kachina blessing the 
water and bringing rain 
to the Mesa and the 
crops. She will receive 
a check and also re-
ceived a certificate. 

Ellayna is an 
amazing artist. She is 
always eager to partic-

ipate in many art activities 
throughout the school year 
both in her community and 
other outside events. She 
is very talented in drawing 
and painting. 

Ellayna’s goal is to at-
tend the Institute of Amer-
ican Indian Arts School 
in Santa Fe, NM. She has 
already begun working on 
her application and is very 

excited. She shares deep 
expression in all of her art-
work and drawings. 

This is the second year 
in a row both of these stu-
dents have participated and 
won in the art sale. Con-
gratulations to these two 
young ladies. It has been a 
great year for each of them! 
We are very proud! 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL ACTION SHEETS
Courtesy of the Community Council Secretary’s Office • April 5, 2017
ACTION SHEET
Community Council; PO Box 2138; Sacaton, Arizona 
85147; Phone (520) 562-9720; Fax (520) 562-9729
CALL TO ORDER 
The First Regular Monthly Meeting of the Community 
Council held Wednesday April 5, 2017, in the Community 
Council Chambers at the Governance Center in Sacaton, 
Arizona was called to order by presiding Chairman Gover-
nor Stephen R. Lewis at 9:12 a.m.
INVOCATION
Provided by Councilman Robert Stone 
ROLL CALL
Sign-in Sheet Circulated
Executive Officers Present:
 Governor Stephen R. Lewis
Executive Officers Absent:
Lt. Governor Monica Antone
Council Members Present:
D1- Joey Whitman, Arzie Hogg; D2-Carol Schurz (9:28); 
D3- Carolyn Williams, Rodney Jackson; D4- Nada Celaya, 
Jennifer Allison, Christopher Mendoza,; D5- Brian Davis, 
Sr., Marlin Dixon, Robert Stone, Franklin Pablo, Sr.; D6-, 
Charles Goldtooth (9:32), Sandra Nasewytewa (10:46); 
D7-Devin Redbird
Council Members Absent: D4-Barney Enos, Jr.; D6- Antho-
ny Villareal, Sr.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVED AS AMENDED
PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS (Limit to 5-min-
utes)
1. Request For Presentation-Audubon Arizona 
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo 
MS. CHERYL PABLO INTRODUCED MS. SONIA PERIL-
LO.  MS. PERILLO PROVIDED AN OVERVIEW OF THE 
AUDUBON PROGRAM AND EXPRESSED WORDS OF 
GRATITUDE.  VARIOUS COUNCIL MEMBERS AND GOV-
ERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS EXPRESSED WORDS OF 
WELCOME.
2. Ryan House
Presenters: Brian Schulman, Alyssa Crockett
MR. BRIAN SCHULMAN PROVIDED A BRIEF INTRO-
DUCTION OF THE PRESENTATION AND MS. ALYSSA 
CROCKETT.   MS. CROCKETT PROVIDED AN OVER-
VIEW OF THE RYAN HOUSE PROGRAM.  VARIOUS 
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. 
LEWIS 
3. 2017-2018 Gila River Royalty Court Introductions 
Presenters: Gila River Royalty Committee
MS. APRIL CRAWFORD INTRODUCED THE 2017-2018 
ROYALTY COURT.  JR. MISS GILA RIVER HAILI GON-
ZALES INTRODUCED HERSELF AND PROVIDED AN 
OVERVIEW OF HER PLATFORM.  MISS GILA RIVER 
ANISSA GARCIA INTRODUCED HERSELF AND PRO-
VIDED AN OVERVIEW OF HER PLATFORM.  VARIOUS 
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. 
LEWIS EXPRESSED WORDS OF CONGRATULATIONS 
AND ENCOURAGEMENT.
[GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS CALLED FOR A 
15-MINUTE BREAK.  THE MEETING RECONVENED AT 
10:16 A.M.]
REPORTS
1. Four Rivers Quarterly Narrative 
Presenter: Anthony L. Young Esq. 
REPORT HEARD
2. Travel Report, 1st Quarter-Fiscal Year 2017
Presenters: Suzanne Johns, Treasurer Robert G. Keller  
REPORT HEARD
3. Pee Posh Veterans Association 1st Qtr Report 2017 
Presenter: Arnie Bread Sr.
REPORT HEARD
4. Pee Posh Veterans Association 2nd Qtr Report 2017 
Presenter: Arnie Bread Sr. 
REPORT HEARD
5. GRICUA Report-FY17 1st Qtr 
Presenters: John Lewis, Leonard Gold
REPORT HEARD
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO ENTER 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
6. Gila River Gaming Enterprise Inc. Monthly Report For 
February 2017 (Executive Session)
Presenters: Kenneth Manuel, Interim Planning & Oversight 
Committee 
REPORT HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
7. Gaming Commission General Report To The Community 
Council For February 2017 (Executive Session)
Presenters: Serena Joaquin, Courtney Moyah 
REPORT HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO EXIT 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
RESOLUTIONS
*1. A Resolution Approving And Designating 0.9387 Acres, 
More Or Less, Of Community Trust Land In District Six For 
The Development And Construction Of District Six Storage 
Yard, And 1.0999 Acres, More Or Less, Of Community Land 
In District Six For The Development, Construction And Op-
eration Of District Six Municipal Solid Water Transfer Sta-

tion (NRSC forwards to Council with recommendation for 
approval, with corrections) 
Presenter: Nona Baheshone
APPROVED
*2. A Resolution Approving A Plan Of Operations Between 
The State Of Arizona And The Gila River Indian Community 
(LSC forwards to Council with recommendation for approv-
al) 
Presenter: Kathleen Elliott
APPROVED
3. A Resolution Approving A Fifty (50) Year Homesite As-
signment Agreement For Melanya Sue Pasqual Located 
In District Three Of The Gila River Indian Reservation And 
Designated As Drawing No. 30315-0777 (NRSC forwards 
to Council with recommendation for approval, with correc-
tions) 
Presenter: Eugene Blackwater
APPROVED
4. A Resolution Rescinding GR-178-07 Which Approved A 
Fifty (50) Year Homesite Assignment Agreement For Ted 
R. Kisto, And Approving A Fifty Year Homesite Assignment 
Agreement For Tedine K. Kisto, Located In District Two 
Of The Gila River Indian Reservation and Designated As 
Drawing No. 30216-0859 (NRSC forwards to Council with 
recommendation for approval, with corrections) 
Presenter: Eugene Blackwater
APPROVED
5. A Resolution Approving The Intergovernmental Agree-
ment Between The Gila River Indian Community And Mar-
icopa County For Improvements To Baseline Road From 
91st Avenue To 77th Avenue Alignment (G&MSC motions 
to forward to Council with recommendation for approval) 
Presenter: Lt. Governor Monica Antone
TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
6. A Resolution Of The Gila River Indian Community Sup-
porting The Tohono O’odham Nation’s Position On Border 
Security And Immigration Enforcement On Tribal Lands 
(G&MSC motions to forward to Council with recommenda-
tion for approval; CRSC concurs with corrections) 
Presenter: Barnaby V. Lewis
APPROVED
7. A Resolution Approving The Sale Of The Gila River 
Farms’ Cotton Gin To Chihuahua Cattle & Cotton, Inc. For 
$100,000.00 (G&MSC motions to forward to Council with 
recommendation for approval) 
Presenters: Gila River Farms, Casaundra Wallace
APPROVED
8. A Resolution Approving The Mutual Termination Of 
Business Lease No. B-GR-48-2A Between The Gila Riv-
er Farms And The Wilbur-Ellis Company LLC. (G&MSC 
motions to forward to Council with recommendation for ap-
proval; EDSC concurs) 
Presenters: Gila River Farms & Javier G. Ramos
TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
9. A Resolution Authorizing a Memorandum of Agreement 
for the Sharing of Public Health Data between the Arizona 
Department of State Health Services and the Gila River 
Indian Community Tribal Health Department (H&SSC for-
wards to Council with recommendation for approval) 
Presenter: Christina Floyd
TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
10. A Resolution Approving the Relinquishment of Julian 
Coronado From The Gila River Indian Community Member-
ship Roll (LSC forwards to Council with recommendation 
for approval under Resolutions) 
Presenter: Wayne Nelson, Jr.
APPROVED
11. A Resolution Approving The Relinquishment of Arnold 
Isaiah Barehand Zamudio From the Gila River Indian Com-
munity Membership Roll (LSC forwards to Council with rec-
ommendation for approval under Resolutions) 
Presenters: Wayne Nelson, Jr.
APPROVED
12. A Resolution Approving the Petition For The Enrollment 
Of Mariah Rochelle Utuga Into The Gila River Indian Com-
munity (LSC forwards to Council with recommendation for 
approval under Resolutions) 
Presenter: Wayne Nelson, Jr.
APPROVED
 [ADDENDUM TO AGENDA]
13. A Resolution Approving Membership Of The Gila River 
Indian Community In The National Indian Gaming Associa-
tion For Calendar Year 2017 And Authorizing Twenty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) For The Community’s An-
nual Dues 
Presenters: Office of General Counsel
APPROVED
ORDINANCES
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
1. NIGA Tradeshow And Convention (G&MSC 
motions to open up the Conference to Committee 
and Council members to attend the Convention April 
10-13, 2017 in San Diego, CA utilizing Dues and 
Delegation line item)
Presenters: Government & Management Standing 

COURT NOTICE
IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COM-
MUNITY COURT
STATE OF ARIZONA
LINDA N. THOMAS
Petitioner/Plaintiff
CASE Number: CV-2017-0039-RO
vs.
MARLENE GARCIA
Respondent/Defendant
CIVIL SUMMONS
TO: MARLENE GARCIA
78TH AVE. 1/4 MILE S/0 BASELINE
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that 
a civil action has been filed against 
you in the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity Court.
YOU shall respond at an ANSWER/
RESPONSE HEARING regarding 
this matter on: Monday, May 1, 2017 
at 1:30 PM in Courtroom VII, West-
end Judicial Center, 4751 West Pe-
cos Road, Laveen, AZ.
YOU may respond in writing. Howev-
er, even if you do so, your presence 
at the
Answer/Response Hearing is still 
required. If a written answer or re-
sponse is made, it shall be filed and 
served before the date of the hearing, 
unless the time is extended by order 
of the Court.
If you fail to appear and defend, 
judgment by default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint or petition.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of 
the Gila River Indian Community in 

the State of Arizona.
DATED this 16th day of March, 2017
Linda N. Thomas, Case Number: CV-
2017-0039-RO
Plaintiff(s) 
Vs
Marlene Garcia ) CIVIL RESTRAIN-
ING ORDER
Defendant(s). 
(March 16, 2017- May 1, 2017)
CIVIL RESTRAINING ORDER
(TEMPORARY)
THE ABOVE ENTITLED MATTER 
HAVING COME BEFORE THIS 
COURT, upon a motion for a RE-
STRAINING ORDER; and it ap-
pearing that a Restraining Order is 
needed and the Court finding good 
cause to issue and place into effect, 
this date, a Restraining Order against 
the named defendant, MARLENE 
GARCIA.
THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY OR-
DERED THAT THE NAMED DE-
FENDANT IS RESTRAINED FROM 
COMING ABOUT THE NAMED Linda 
N. Thomas, and her residence. IN 
ANY MANNER:
PENDING ANSWER/RESPONSE 
HEARING ON: May 1, 2017 at 1:30 
p.m. at The West End Judicial Center. 
4751 W. Pecos Road, Laveen, Arizo-
na 85339. FURTHER, A WARRANT 
OF ARREST WILL BE ISSUED, IF 
DEFENDANT VIOLATES THIS RE-
STRAINING ORDER.

Committee
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO OPEN UP 
TO ATTEND 
2. Gila River Farms Budget Request 2017-2018 (G&MSC 
motions to forward to Council with recommendation for ap-
proval) 
Presenters: Gila River Farm Board, Cletus Shirley 
TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
3. District 2 Enrollment Committee Member Appointment 
(LSC forwards to Council under New Business) 
Presenter: Wayne Nelson, Jr.
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO REINSTATE 
FRANCISCO OSIFE
4. Certification of Qualifications for the 2017 
Community Council Candidates District 1, District 3, 
District 4, District 5, & District 6 (LSC forwards the 
candidates for District 1, District 3, District 4, District 
5, and District 6  to Council with recommendation for 
certification) 
Presenter: Nadine Shelde
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY FOR DIS-
TRICT 1: JOEY L. BA’AG WHITMAN,  AUGUSTINE ENAS, 
AND WALLY JONES
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY 
FOR DISTRICT 3: RODNEY JACKSON,  DARREN PE-
DRO-MARTINEZ, AND  ANTONELLI ANTONE
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY 
FOR DISTRICT 4: JENNIFER ALLISON, CHRISTOPHER 
MENDOZA, PAMELA F. JOHNSON, AND RAMSEY MOF-
FETT
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY  FOR DIS-
TRICT 5: MARLIN DIXON, MERRY KRIS KYYITAN, JAN-
ICE F. STEWART, BRIAN E. DAVIS, SR., RONALD LEWIS, 
SR., JAMES DE LA ROSA, JACOB R. ANTONE
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY 
FOR DISTRICT 6: TERRANCE B. EVANS, ALBERT PAB-
LO, SANDRA NASEWYTEWA, AND DENISE ALLISON
MINUTES
1. April 6, 2016 (Regular)
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE 
AS AMENDED
2. June 1, 2016 (Regular)
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE 
AS SUBMITTED
3. March 1, 2017 (Regular)
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE 
AS SUBMITTED
4. March 15, 2017 (Regular)
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE 
AS SUBMITTED
ANNOUNCEMENTS
> NAVAJO GENERATING STATION SUBCOMMITTEE 
MEETINGS, APRIL 5 – 6, 2017, WHP CORPORATE CEN-
TER
>NEGOTIATION TEAM MEETING, APRIL 6, 2017, 9 A.M.
>5-TRIBES EVENT, SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017, 9 A.M. TO 
12 A.M., DISTRICT 7
>COUNCIL MEMBERS CELAYA, ENOS, JR., AND RED-
BIRD ON TRAVEL, APRIL 12-14, 2017 
>GOVERNOR AND COUNCILWOMAN ALLISON ON 
TRAVEL APRIL 10-13, 2017
ADJOURNMENT
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:55A.M.
* Denotes TABLED from previous meeting(s)
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ANNOUNCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNI-
TY UTILITY AUTHORITY
Summer College Student Intern 
Program 2017
The Gila River Indian Community 
Utility Authority (GRICUA) has an 
opportunity for a full-time Summer 
College Student Intern.
The student will learn about the 
tasks and responsibilities of the 
people who provide electric ser-
vice to the Community.
OPPORTUNITY:
- Student will work 40 hours per 
week, Monday through Friday
- Pay will be $10.00 per hour (Ari-
zona Minimum Wage)
- Program for student will be de-
veloped based on his/her major 
course of study – for example, a 

Business or Accounting major will 
work primarily with staff in that 
area; an Engineering or technical 
major will work primarily in the Op-
erations areas of GRICUA
- Students will learn from experi-
enced draftsmen, warehouse & 
purchasing personnel, meter tech-
nician, line workers, accountants, 
customer service representatives 
and others directly involved with 
the work in the utility
REQUIREMENTS:
- Student must be at least 18 
years of age and currently en-
rolled as a full time student at an 
accredited college or university.
- Student must be an enrolled 
member of the Gila River Indian 
Community
- Student should have some basic 
computer skills, such as word pro-

cessing and spreadsheets; clear 
Arizona driver’s license
- Students must complete the 
GRICUA Application for Employ-
ment which can be found at http://
www.gricua.net/employment.html
- Deadline for filing applications is 
April 28, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
- Student will be required to pass 
a drug screen and background 
check prior to employment
- Return applications via e-mail 
to GRICUAHR@GRICUA.NET; 
by fax to 480-452-1429 or mail to 
GRICUA Human Resources Dept. 
at 6636 W. Sundust Road, Box 
5091, Chandler, AZ 85226.
Preference is given to qualified 
Native American candidates in 
accordance with the Indian Pref-
erence Act. GRICUA is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNI-
TY UTILITY AUTHORITY
Summer High School Student In-
tern Program 2017
The Gila River Indian Communi-
ty Utility Authority (GRICUA) has 
an opportunity for Summer High 
School Student Interns to learn 
a little about how an electric util-
ity operates. Three interns will be 
selected for summer internships.
The students will rotate through 
various departments at GRICUA, 
learning about the tasks and re-
sponsibilities of the people who 
provide electric service to the 
Community.
OPPORTUNITY:
- Students will work 40 hours per 
week, Monday through Friday

- Pay will be $10.00 per hour (Ari-
zona Minimum Wage)
- Students will learn from expe-
rienced draftsmen, warehouse 
supervisor, meter technician, line 
workers, accountants, customer 
service representatives and oth-
ers directly involved with the work 
in the utility
REQUIREMENTS:
- Students must be at least 16 
years of age
- Student must be an enrolled 
member of the Gila River Indian 
Community
- Students should have some ba-
sic computer skills, such as word 
processing and spreadsheets
- Students must pass a drug 
screen and background check
- Students must complete the 
GRICUA Application for Employ-

ment which can be found at http://
www.gricua.net/employment.html
- Deadline for filing applications is 
April 28 at 4:00 p.m.
- Applications will be evaluated 
upon receipt and interviews may 
be scheduled before closing date.
- Return applications via e-mail 
to GRICUAHR@GRICUA.NET; 
by fax to 480-452-1429 or mail to 
GRICUA Human Resources Dept. 
at 6636 W. Sundust Road, Box 
5091, Chandler, AZ 85226
Preference is given to qualified 
Native American candidates in 
accordance with the Indian Pref-
erence Act. GRICUA is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
Gila River Indian Community Util-
ity Authority
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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS
INTERSTATE 11 TIER 1 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(NOGALES TO WICKENBURG) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
i11study.com/Arizona
Project No. M5180 01P | Federal Aid No. 999-M(161)S

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are hosting public 
meetings to present corridor alternatives for Interstate 11 
between Nogales and Wickenburg. 

YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED! 
Meeting attendees will be able to review and comment 
on the proposed alternatives. The alternatives were 
developed as part of the environmental study and based 
on input from the agency and public scoping meetings held 
in 2016, technical analysis, findings from previous studies, 
and public comment through postal mail, email, telephone 
and the I-11 website.  
Six public meetings are being held throughout the study 
area, including Wickenburg, Buckeye, Casa Grande, 
Marana, Tucson and Nogales. The same information will 
be presented at each meeting. Public input is necessary to 
advance the work done by the team to narrow the universe 
of alternatives to the reasonable range of alternatives that 
will be presented at these meetings.  
WHAT IS I-11? 
I-11 is a critical piece of multimodal infrastructure that will diversify, support, and connect the economies 
of Arizona and Nevada. It also could be connected to a larger north-south transportation corridor, linking 
Mexico and Canada. The purpose of the I-11 corridor is to provide a high-priority, access-controlled 
transportation corridor that has the potential to enhance the movement of people and freight, while 
facilitating regional connectivity, trade, communications and technology.

YOU’RE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 
1   Wednesday, May 10 | 5 to 7 p.m.

Dorothy Powell Senior Adult Center–Dining Rm
405 E. 6th Street| Casa Grande, AZ

2   Tuesday, May 16 | 5 to 7 p.m.
Buckeye Community Center–Multipurpose Rm
201 E. Centre Avenue | Buckeye, AZ

Presentation: Approximately 5:15 p.m. 
Following the presentation, the meetings will be held in an open-house format. Study team members will 
be available to answer questions. Additional public information meetings are being held throughout the 
study area. The same information will be presented at each meeting. For more information, please visit 
i11study.com/Arizona.

CAN’T MAKE A MEETING?
   Starting on April 28, visit the website to 

review the meeting materials and take the 
online survey:  
i11study.com/Arizona

      Call the toll-free bilingual hotline:  
1-844-544-8049

  @  Email: i-11ADOTStudy@hdrinc.com
   Mail comments: 
 Interstate 11 Tier 1 EIS Study Team
 c/o ADOT Communications
 1655 W. Jackson Street | Mail Drop 126F
 Phoenix, AZ 85007

Comments received at the meetings or online by June 2, 2017 will be included in the summary of comments.
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Pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), ADOT does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex or disability. Persons who require a reasonable accommodation based on language or 
disability should contact Laura Douglas at 602.712.7683 or ldouglas@azdot.gov. Requests should be made as early as possible to 
ensure the State has an opportunity to address the accommodation.
De acuerdo con el título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964 y la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA por sus siglas 
en inglés), el Departamento de Transporte de Arizona (ADOT por sus siglas en inglés) no discrimina por raza, color, nacionalidad, 
edad, género o discapacidad. Personas que requieren asistencia (dentro de lo razonable) ya sea por el idioma o por discapacidad 
deben ponerse contacto con Laura Douglas al 602.712.7683 o ldouglas@azdot.gov. Las solicitudes deben hacerse lo más pronto 
posible para asegurar que el equipo encargado del proyecto tenga la oportunidad de hacer los arreglos necesarios.

suspect took four cartons of 
cigarettes that were on dis-
play and walked out of the 
Lone Butte Trade Center 
Smoke Shop. The surveil-
lance camera was able to 
get a picture of the vehi-
cles license plate as he was 
leaving the premises. Fur-
ther investigation revealed 
that this is the second time 
the suspect has taken items 
from the store. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft – The victim 
reported that while at the 
Wild Horse Pass Casino his 
.38 caliber Smith & Wes-
son revolver silver in color 
was taken from the center 
console inside his vehicle. 

The victim stated he forgot 
to lock his vehicle and dis-
covered the weapon miss-
ing a couple of days later. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft – Officers re-
sponded to the Sheraton 
Hotel when two employees 
stated that their vehicles 
had been damaged and a 
purse was taken from one 
of the vehicle. Upon arrival 
officers observed the first 
vehicle to have a broken 
driver side window and 
the steering column to be 
damaged. The second car 
the driver side door was 
observed to be open and 
the wires hanging from the 
steering column. A vehicle 
was reported to be seen in 
the area. A check of the li-
cense plate revealed that 

the vehicle was reported 
stolen out of the City of 
Maricopa. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft – The victim 
stated while at the Lone 
Butte Casino earlier in the 
day her purse was stolen. 
Upon speaking with the 
victim she stated while in 
the restroom she placed 
her purse on the floor, as 
she attempted to retrieve it 
she observed an arm reach 
in and take her purse from 
the floor. Her purse was 
later located but several 
items were taken and not 
found when the purse was 
returned to the victim. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft – The victim 
called dispatch requesting 

to file a report regarding 
someone stealing her purse. 
Investigation revealed the 
victim was at a private 
event being held at the Wild 
Horse Pass Casino when 
she placed her purse down 
on a chair and later found 
it to be missing. The purse 
was not located at that time. 
A suspect was located and 
further investigation re-
vealed the suspect did have 
in her possession some of 
the items that were taken. 
Charges are being pur-
sued through the Maricopa 
County Attorney’s Office. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Theft – Officers were 
dispatched to Saks Fifth 
Avenue Off 5th in refer-
ence to a possible theft. 
Upon arrival of the Officers 
the investigation revealed 
the suspect had two pairs 
of glasses in his posses-
sion at the time which were 
taken from the sunglasses 
display case. Two security 
tags were found in one of 
the dressing rooms where 
the seat had been cut open 
and the security devices 
were placed inside the seat. 
The suspect was given a 
cited into court and was 
informed he was no longer 
welcome on the mall prem-
ises. 

Status: Suspect was 
cited

District Five (Casa 
Blanca):

Aggravated Assault 
– Officers were called in 
reference to a fight taking 
place at a residence. Upon 
the arrival of the Officers it 
was discovered the suspect 
was intoxicated and had 
struck two females during 
an altercation. The first vic-
tim was punched in the face 
causing her to lose a tooth, 
dragged by her hair and 
kicked multiple times. The 
second victim attempted to 
break up the fight between 
the suspect and another 
male where she was then 
hit in the head with a ra-
zor scooter causing a bump 
and laceration. The suspect 
was taken into custody and 
booked into jail.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested

District Six (Komat-
ke):

Aggravated Assault – 

During an altercation a ju-
venile male suspect stabbed 
a male victim with a large 
kitchen knife while at a 
residence. The suspect left 
prior to the officers arrival 
but was later located in the 
desert area near the resi-
dence. The male juvenile 
suspect was booked for the 
assault and his outstanding 
local warrant. The victim 
was transported to a local 
hospital for further medical 
treatment. 

Status:  Juvenile Male 
Suspect was arrested

Aggravated Assault – 
Officers were dispatched 
to a residence regarding an 
individual being stabbed. 
Upon arrival officers deter-
mined the altercation took 
place in a vehicle. It ap-
pears the suspect struck the 
victim with a knife which 
she had in her possession 
at the time of the incident. 
The suspect was not located 
at the time of the incident. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Aggravated Assault – 
Officers responded to a res-
idence in reference to a do-
mestic fight.  Investigation 
revealed that the suspect 
arrived at the residence 
intoxicated and began to 
talk loudly with his ex girl-
friend. The suspect pushed 
the victim onto the baby 
causing the baby to wake 
up and began to cry. As the 
suspect became angrier he 
struck a plastic contain-
er causing it to break then 
shoving the victim down 
on the bed placing his arm 
around her neck and head 

causing her difficulty in 
breath. The victim refused 
medical treatment and the 
suspect was taken into cus-
tody and booked into jail. 

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested

Auto Theft – The vic-
tim reported his vehicle 
missing as he attempted 
to locate his vehicle in the 
parking garage. The vic-
tim stated his vehicle was 
paid off and that he did not 
know who would take his 
vehicle. The vehicle was 
entered into the system as 
stolen.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Auto Theft – The vic-
tim reported while she was 
out of town her vehicle was 
taken from her residence.  
No one had access to her 
keys nor did she lend out 
her vehicle. Later she ob-
served her vehicle going 
into Phoenix and she alert-
ed the police. The vehicle 
was entered into the system 
as stolen.  

Status: Under Investi-
gation

District Seven (Mar-
icopa): 

Burglary – Officers re-
sponded to a church when 
the reporting party stated 
he discovered the doors to 
the church had been forced 
open. The front door was 
forced inward causing 
damages to the door and 
the door jam. Certain items 
were discovered missing 
from inside the Church. 

Status: Under Investi-
gation

Incident Logs
from page 5
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VOTE
TODAY

ONE VOTE
MAkes a

Difference
YOUR VOTE
MAKES A

DIFFERENCE ✔VoE VOTE!

WinGilaRiver.com • 800-WIN-GILA • Gila River Gaming Enterprises, Inc. 
Owned and operated by the Gila River Indian Community

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY!

ELECTION DAY
for the

2017 COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTION

ABSENTEE VOTING PERIOD
APRIL 10-MAY 1

To vote absentee, contact your District Judge/Tribal Elections Today!

TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017
• DISTRICTS 1,3,4,5 & 6 •

Audrey Evans, D#1 Judge, 520-215-5949

Hazel Lewis, D#3 Judge, 520-610-2222

Sharon Miguel, D#4 Judge,  520-418-2142 or  
520-610-0670

Gaynell Lopez, D#5 Judge, 520-709-9835

Lorina Allison, D#6 Judge, 480-318-1274

Tribal Elections Office, 520-562-9735

Your District Judge will be at your District Service Center, May 1st from  
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm to assist you in person.

Don’t
Forget!


