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Jr. Miss Gila River Brings Together 
GRIC Youth and Elders 

Jr. Miss Gila River Susanna Osife, standing during the youth/elder gathering she hosted in District 2 on Dec. 28, 
2019. CPAO Photo

Inflatable rides and games were set up for families to enjoy during the 
holiday. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Children made the most of their winter break by celebrating the holidays 
in District 3. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Kids hopped on for some fun wagon rides. Emma Hughes/GRINLearning activities were part of the agenda for youth to learn from the 
elders. CPAO Photo

Signage displays the theme for the 
gathering. CPAO Photo

The Gila River Indian Community 
joins in the holiday cheer with events

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

Susanna Osife uses platform to encourage interaction and 
communication among elders and youth 

Police Reports Page 4

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

Jr. Miss Gila River Susan-
na Osife rounded out 2019 by 
hosting an elder and youth gath-
ering centered around the theme 
of “Sharing Our Past and Our 

Future.” The Saturday, Dec. 28, 
event focused on the two gener-
ations, and is in keeping with an 
important part of her platform, 
which is to bring youth and elders 
together. The event took place at 
the District 2 Hashan-Kehk Ser-
vice Center from 3 to 8 p.m. 

The elders and youth en-
gaged in several activities that 
encouraged conversation and 
communication between the two 
generations. Those activities con-
sisted of O'otham Bingo, a con-
versational roundtable, and social 
dancing. 

Of those activities, the main 
focus and goal of the event was 
the elder and youth roundtable 

discussion. Osife viewed this as 
the most important because, "it 
gave the two groups a chance 
to come together and converse 
about the Community, culture, 
and learn about each other." 
Walking among the tables and 
listening in, it was apparent that 
both groups were connecting and 
interested in the conversations 
taking place. 

Osife said the event was suc-
cessful and she accomplished an 
important goal during her reign. 

"I feel like, for young peo-
ple, it's important to know who 
we are and where we come from, 
and I feel like that it can help our 
young people grow as it's helped 
me for sure.” 

Upon closing out the event, 
Osife said, "I received a lot of 
gratitude and thank you's from 
all parties in attendance." Many 
of the youth left excited, having 
learned new O'otham words and 
vocabulary from the O'otham 
Bingo. Those sentiments further 
encouraged Osife to know she 
did a job well done and that she 
met her intended goal of sharing 
and learning. 

Osife attributes many to the 
success of her event and would 
like to acknowledge her parents, 
Miss Gila River Tyler Owens, 
Daryl Lynn Jay, June Shorthair, 
and the Hashan-Kehk Orioles 
Basket Dancers.

The holidays were well cel-
ebrated around the Community 
with the annual River of Lights 
parade held in Sacaton on Fri-
day, Dec. 6., but the districts also 
hosted their own holiday events, 
which included plenty of fun, 
music, games, food and gifts for 
the whole family to enjoy.

On Saturday, Dec. 21, Dis-
trict 1 held their Christmas event 
at the District 1 Multipurpose 
Building. Community members 

got to enjoy a lunch, Santa Claus, 
gifts and even a talent show host-
ed by the District 1 Recreation. 

District 3 held a Christmas 
event at the Boys & Girls Club 
of the East Valley, where families 
enjoyed food, music, inflatable 
jumpers, gifts for kids and even a 
wagon ride. District 6 celebrated 
the season with a “Winter Bash” 
at Kalka Park. Games, live music, 
food and gifts brought together 
plenty of Community members 
for the event.



Page 2 Gila River Indian News January 3, 2020

Wishing Our Patients a 
Happy New Year!

GRHC.ORG

Gila River Indian Community CRISIS HOTLINE: 1-800-259-3449

New Year! New Opportunities for Living Healthier Lives!

Now is the time to start working towards a new you with 
these five healthy living tips!

1. Schedule your annual check-up with your primary care provider!

2. Move more and move often! Something as simple as parking farther away 

from the door or opting to take the stairs instead of the elevator can make a 
difference. Every little bit counts.

3. Eat better! Opt for healthier food choices and eat out less as often as possible. 
You can learn more about healthy food choices by checking out the Life Center 
for healthy recipes and other healthy food tips. 

4. Drink more water! Drinking plenty of water can help maintain kidney health.

5. Relax, Relate, Release! Try something new and learn how to unwind through 
meditation. Did you know that meditation could help promote emotional health 
and control anxiety? 

To learn more about what you can do to improve your health, 
call the Primary Care Department :

Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .(520) 562-3321 ext . 1495
Komatke Health Center   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (520) 550-6000 ext . 6060 
Hau’pal Health Center   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (520) 796-2600 ext . 2697

New Year New You!

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
New Walk-In process will be available for Hau’pal Health Center  

(PCD and Life Center only)
Begins Monday, January 6, 2020

For more information, contact:
Primary Care Department (520) 796-2600 ext. 2697

Life Center (520) 796-2600 ext. 2657
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Robert Keller, Tribal Treasurer 
Shannon White,

Community Council Secretary

Material published in the Gila River Indian 
News may not be reproduced in any form 

without consent from the Gila River Indian 
Community

LETTERS POLICY: GRIN welcomes 
letters and columns from readers.  Let-
ters should be limited to 200 words and 
be in good taste.  Material that could be 
libelous or slanderous is not acceptable.  
All letters or columns should be signed 
with the writer’s true name, address and 
telephone number in the event GRIN 
may need to contact the writer.  Only 
the name of the writer will be printed in 
the paper.  Letters or columns without 
a complete signature, name, address or 
phone number will not be acceptable to 
GRIN for publication.  GRIN reserves 
the right to edit submitted materials for 
grammar, spelling and content.  

Write to:
 Editor, GRIN
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
Published letters or columns do not neces-

sarily reflect the opinion of the
Editor or Gila River Indian Community.  

Christopher Lomahquahu
christopher.lomahquahu@gric.nsn.us

Community Newsperson
(520) 562-9718

Emma Hughes
Emma.Hughes-Juan@gric.nsn.us

Community Newsperson
(520) 562-9852

Kyle Knox
Kyle.Knox@gric.nsn.us
Community Newsperson

(520) 562-9717

Roberto A. Jackson
roberto.jackson@gric.nsn.us

Managing Editor
(520) 562-9719

June M. Shorthair
june.shorthair@gric.nsn.us

Director of CPAO
(520) 562-9851

Gina Goodman
gina.goodman@gric.nsn.us

GRIN Secretary II
(520) 562-9715

Gila River Indian Community
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
(520)562-9715

www.gricnews.org

Governor
Stephen Roe Lewis

Gila River Indian News

District 1
Arzie Hogg

Joey Whitman

District 2
Carol Schurz

District 3
Avery White

Rodney Jackson

District 4
Jennifer Allison
Pamela Johnson 
Delmar Jones

Monica Antone

District 5
Janice Stewart
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Franklin Pablo, Sr.
Thomas White

District 6
Anthony Villareal, Sr.

Terrance B. Evans
Charles Goldtooth

District 7
Devin Redbird
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Lt. Governor
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    HOLIDAY 
 
    DISTRICT 3 
 
    ALL OTHER DISTRICTS 

      GRIC RECYCLING CALENDAR     2020 
 
 

January  February  March  April 
S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

  31 1 2 3 4        1  1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  29 30 31      26 27 28 29 30   

                               

                               

May  June  July  August 
S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 4        1 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30      26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

31                        30 31      

                               

September  October  November  December 
S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5      1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30     25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30       27 28 29 30 31   

                               

             DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS (520) 562-3343         ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (520) 562-2234 
 

**D3 RECYCLE PICK UP IS ON MONDAYS**       **ALL OTHER DISTRICTS ARE EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY** 
                                                 December 31, 2019 – Districts 5 -7  January 2, 2020 – Districts 1, 2 & 4 

**SCHEDULES MAY CHANGE DUE TO HOLIDAYS OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES**    

Talk with your baby. 
The more words you speak ,  s ing ,  or read to your baby the

faster they w ill learn to talk and read .  

Are You

Talking to

Me?

A baby's brain grows super fast. Research shows the number of
loving words a baby hears in the first three years of life makes a

BIG difference. 
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Gila River Police Department Incident Logs
Gila River Police De-

partment reserves the right 
to restrict the release of cer-
tain reports, which may not 
be available or are current-
ly under investigation.

Gila River Police De-
partment Incident Log

November 11 - 18
Gila River Police offi-

cers responded to 654 calls 
for service and made 34 ar-
rests.

District One- (Black-
water)

Aggravated Assault 
– The suspect and victim 
were involved in a physical 
altercation when the sus-
pect struck the victim with 
a wooden stick causing in-
jury. A third party notified 
law enforcement and Gila 
River police officers re-
sponded to investigate the 
incident. Gila River Emer-
gency Medical Services 
responded but the victim 
refused medical attention. 
The suspect fled prior to 
police arrival and was not 
located.

Status: Charges for-
warded to the office of the 
Prosecutor.

Aggravated Assault 
– The suspect and victim 
were involved in a physi-
cal altercation when the al-
tercation escalated and the 
suspect and victim stabbed 
one another. Law enforce-
ment was notified and Gila 

River police officers re-
sponded to investigate the 
incident. Gila River Emer-
gency Medical Services 
responded and transported 
both subjects to a local trau-
ma hospital for treatment of 
their severe injuries.

Status: Charges have 
been forwarded to the Pros-
ecutor’s office.  

District Two – (Saca-
ton Flats) 

Aggravated Assault 
– The suspect and victim 
were involved in a verbal 
altercation when the alter-
cation escalated and the 
suspect stabbed the victim 
with a screwdriver. Law en-
forcement was notified and 
Gila River police officers 
responded to investigate 
the incident. The suspect 
fled on foot prior to police 
arrival. Gila River Emer-
gency Medical Services 
responded and provided 
medical treatment to the 
victim’s injury. The victim 
was not transported to a 
hospital.

Status: Charges have 
been forwarded to the Pros-
ecutor’s office.

District Three- (Saca-
ton)

Aggravated Assault – 
The suspect shot the victim 
with a BB gun from several 
feet away striking him in 
the abdomen. Law enforce-
ment was notified and Gila 

River police officers re-
sponded to investigate the 
incident. Gila River Emer-
gency Medical Services 
responded and transported 
the victim to a local trauma 
hospital for further medical 
treatment.

Status: Charges have 
been forwarded to the Pros-
ecutor’s office.

Burglary - Suspect(s) 
entered the victim’s resi-
dence by by-passing the 
locking mechanism on the 
sliding glass door and re-
moving his wallet and cash. 
Law enforcement was noti-

fied and Gila River police 
officers responded to inves-
tigate the incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Burglary - Suspect(s) 
forced entry into the vic-
tim’s residence while she 
was not home. The victim 
returned home and realized 
items were missing from 
the residence during the 
time she was gone. Law en-
forcement was notified and 
Gila River police officers 
responded to investigate 
the incident. Contact was 
made with nearby neigh-

bors, who stated they had 
not seen anyone or any-
thing during the time of the 
incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

District Four- 
Stotonic Area – 
No Part 1 Incidents
Lone Butte Area 
Theft - Suspect(s) 

stole a Honda 2000I red 
and black generator from 
the victim’s vehicle while 
parked at the Wild Horse 
Pass Casino. Casino securi-
ty notified law enforcement 
and Gila River police offi-
cers responded to investi-
gate the incident.  

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Shoplifting – The sus-
pect was caught shoplifting 
from the Love’s Truck Stop. 
Employees notified law en-
forcement and Gila River 
police officers responded 
to investigate the incident. 
The suspect admitted to 
having stolen multiple 
items from the business in 
previous incidents. 

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Theft – The suspect 
was observed on video sur-
veillance retrieving the vic-
tim’s wallet from a slot ma-
chine while inside the Wild 
Horse Pass Casino. Casino 
Security notified law en-
forcement and Gila River 

police officers responded to 
investigate the incident. 

Status: Charges have 
been forwarded to the Pros-
ecutor’s office.

District Five – (Casa 
Blanca)

Aggravated Assault – 
The suspect used a rock to 
strike the victim, his broth-
er, during a fight while out-
side of their residence. Law 
enforcement was notified 
and Gila River police offi-
cers responded to investi-
gate the incident. The vic-
tim suffered minor injuries 
and refused any medical 
treatment.

Status: Charges have 
been forwarded to the Pros-
ecutor’s office.

District Six – (Komat-
ke)

Robbery – The suspect 
used a firearm to assault 
the victims, his mother and 
brother. Law enforcement 
was notified and Gila River 
police officers responded 
to investigate the incident. 
The suspect fled from law 
enforcement, was located 
and subsequently arrested. 
No injuries were reported.

Status: Suspect was ar-
rested.

Burglary - Suspect(s) 
forced entry into the vic-
tim’s residence and laundry 
room. Several items were 
taken and noted missing 
when the victim returned 
home. Law enforcement 
was notified and Gila River 
police officers responded to 
investigate the incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Shoplifting – The ju-
venile suspect entered the 
gas station, concealed mer-
chandise and then fled the 
store without paying for the 
item. Employees notified 
law enforcement and Gila 
River police officers re-
sponded to investigate the 
incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Auto Theft - Sus-
pect(s) stole the victim’s 
2014 Chevy Impala from 
a residence in District 6. 
When the victim realized 
his vehicle was missing he 
notified law enforcement. 
Gila River police officers 
responded to investigate 
the incident.

Status: The victim’s 
vehicle was recovered.

District Seven – (Mar-
icopa) 

Auto Theft - Suspect(s) 
committed theft of a motor 
vehicle against the victim. 
The suspect(s) unlawfully 
drove her white Ford F-150 
off her property without 
her permission. When the 
victim realized her vehicle 
was missing she notified 
law enforcement. Gila Riv-
er police officers responded 
to investigate the incident.

Status: The vehicle 
was located and recovered 

Continued on Page 5

12:00pm Travel & Delights            
Poulet Boucane

YOUTH COUNCIL -
O'ODHAM BINGO

Creative Native         
Collectible Dolls

Creative Native         
Home Sweet Home

Creative Native         
Walk A Mile In My 

Untamed Gourmet    
Mule Deer

Cooking Hawaiian 
Style

12:30pm Fit First Fit Talk First Talk                           First Talk                           First Talk                           First Talk                          Fit First

1:00pm California Indian Voices

1:30pm Ancestral Languages 
Heard Again

2:00pm
Storytellers in Motion Ravens and Eagles   

To Pay Respect
Samaqan Water Stories Ravens and Eagles   

Eagle of the Dawn
Samaqan Water Stories Ravens and Eagles   

Eagle of the Dawn
Champions of the 
North

2:30pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

3:00pm Working It Out 
Together

Working It Out 
Together

Working It Out 
Together

Working It Out 
Together

Working It Out 
Together

Urban Native Girl        
Stay or Go?

3:30pm From The Spirit From The Spirit From The Spirit                
Fred McDonald

From The Spirit From The Spirit People of the Pines       
Gaining Legitimacy

4:00pm
Carriers of Culture Rez Rides                 

Long Live The King
On Native Ground: 
Youth Report

Storytellers In Motion Making Regalia

4:30pm
Aboriginal Adventures Common Ground          

Wood Sculptor
On Native Ground: 
Youth Report

Future History                    
The Arts

5:00pm First Talk                           
First Nations

First Talk                           First Talk                           First Talk                           First Talk                          

5:30pm Behind The Brush Indian Pride                     
Gaming & Casinos

Making Regalia People of the Pines Sivummut

6:00pm California Indian Voices Indigenous Focus         
Yukon Kings

6:30pm
Ancestral Languages 
Heard Again

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

7:00pm
Red Earth Uncovered Wapos Bay                  

Raven Power

7:30pm
The Medicine Line    
Dance Art

Wild Archaeology            
Turtle Island

8:00pm
Tao Hunter Gatherer Indigenous Focus            

Barrio de Paz
Wild Archaeology     
Turtle Island

Osiyo, Voices of the 
Cherokee People

Future History             
The Arts

Dabiyiyuu                         
Charlie Makes A Drum

Hit The Ice                  
Bull's Eyes

8:30pm GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

GRTV NEWS WEEKLY  &    
GRIC EVENTS

9:00pm
Native Shorts              
Wakening

Red Earth Uncovered Cashing In Chaos & Courage     
Coastal Queens

Native Shorts            
Tama Tu

Cashing In

9:30pm Indians and Aliens Studio 49                         
Atson

Tribal Police Files          
Identity

Indigenous Day Live 
2018

Mixed Blessings           
Hockey Dads

10:00pm
N.A. Now                 
D.Ortiz,R.Hernandez

10:30pm
Injunuity: Live at the 
McSwain Theater

Fighting for the Soul 
of Native America

11:00pm

11:30pm
Legends from the Sky

Havana Curveball       
13 yo launches a plan 
to send baseballs to 
Cuba.   

Democracy Now!                      
A national, daily, 
independent, award-
winning news 

Democracy Now!                      
A national, daily, 
independent, award-
winning news 

Democracy Now!                      
A national, daily, 
independent, award-
winning news 

Inukshuk                 
The Inuits face new 
challenges every day 
to survive .        

Standing On Sacred 
Ground                            
Pilgrims & Tourists

O: 520.796.8848                                    WISHING YOU A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!                           info@grbc.tv

Reggae Got Soul      
Features intimate new 
performances and 
interviews with Toots.    

Unshackled                  
Important message about 
our planet, and how we 
can respect and take care 
of it.

Democracy Now!                      
A national, daily, 
independent, award-
winning news 

Democracy Now!                      
A national, daily, 
independent, award-
winning news 

Florence Benedict 
Akwesasne Mohawk 
Elder

Back to Pikangikum 
Suicide has dwindled the 
happiness and cast a 
grief.  

The Tundra Book      A 
community determined 
to preserve ancient 
cultures/ traditions.

Borderland Blues     
Follows people on all 
sides of the political 
divide.   

Aztec: Pyramids of 
War                                 
Part 1 of 2

Buffy St. Marie                
One of the most 
influential Aboriginal 
figures in recent historic 
times
The Sacred Sundance: 
The Transfer of a 
Ceremony

The Aux         Diverse 
talents of Indigenous. Hip 
hop, rap, dance, rock, 
etc .

Fighting for Peace    
This powerful doc shows 
the struggles of Rio's 
poorest citizens.    

The Aux         Diverse 
talents of Indigenous. Hip 
hop, rap, dance, rock, 
etc .

Defenders of Life     
According to custom, she 
must  marry off her only 
granddaughter, who is 
only 12 and already 
pregnant.     

Complete guide at www.grbc.tv/schedule                                                    G R B C     T V    G U I D E                                            *Schedule may be subject to change.

                               Sunday 1/5                      Monday 1/6                      Tuesday 1/7                 Wednesday 1/8                  Thursday 1/9                    Friday 1/10                   Saturday 1/11

Standing On Sacred 
Ground                            
Pilgrims & Tourists

Crying Earth Rise Up  
Exposes the human 
cost of uranium mining 
.       

Inukshuk         The 
Inuits face new 
challenges every day 
to survive .        

Sign up for your free account at www.grbc.tv and watch GRBC TV anywhere, anytime!

Crying Earth Rise Up  
Exposes the human 
cost of uranium mining 
.       

The New Zealanders 
South of the South

Native Planet-Hawaii                             
Examine the growing 
native sovereignty 
movement.

A New Island: 
Marshallese In 
Arkansas

Arkansas' First People                               
Unique perspective on 
American Indian cultural 
legacy and archaeological 
data.

Tending The Wild       
How humans are 
necessary to live in 
balance with nature.

The New Zealanders 
South of the North

Tending The Wild       
How humans are 
necessary to live in 
balance w/ nature.

Native Planet-Hawaii                             
Examine the growing 
native sovereignty 
movement.

Havana Curveball       
13 yo launches a plan 
to send baseballs to 
Cuba.   
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 BURIAL ASSISTANCE

is now under Community Services Department

 

 

 

You may now go to any of the 7 Districts to complete
the entire burial process. No appointment is required.
District staff will meet with families upon arrival. 

Who is eligible?
• GRIC enrolled members
• Enrolled members of a

Federally Recognized
Tribe who reside within
the Community

Please contact the main CSD office
with any questions 520-562-9691

You must meet with district prior
to going to the funeral home.

District 1:   (520) 215-2110
District 2:   (520) 562-3450
District 3:   (520) 562-3334
District 4:   (520) 418-3661

District 5:   (520) 315-3441
District 6:   (520) 550-3805
District 7:   (520) 430-4780

 
Mortuaries Contracted with Gila River Indian Community

Cole & Maud/J. Warren:
Casa Grande: (520) 836-8041
Coolidge: (520) 723-7722

Lowman’s: (602) 276-3601

Bunker’s:
Mesa: (480) 836-8041
Gilbert: (480) 935-5858

Medication-assisted treatment can 
make all the difference.

This publication was made possible by grant number 6H79TI02675 from SAMHSA. The views expressed in the 
report do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human Services; nor does 
mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.

Learn more about medication-assisted treatment 
(MAT) at DoYouKnowMAT.com or call 602-263-3000.

Overpowering  
opioid addiction  

can be hard.  
But recovery  
is possible. 

You’re not alone. 
Let MAT help.

by Phoenix Police 

December 15 – 21, 
2019

Calls for services this 
week: 859; Arrest made:  
40

District One- (Black-
water)

NO INCIDENTS 
INVOLVING PART 1 
CRIME

District Two – (Saca-
ton Flats) 

NO INCIDENTS 
INVOLVING PART 1 
CRIME

District Three- (Saca-
ton)

BURGLARY – 
191221-06506 Officers 
were dispatched to the 
residence in reference to a 
burglary. Contact was made 
with the victim/reporting 
party; it was reported that 
the unknown suspect(s) at-
tempted to take a television 
from the residence but left 
due to the victim returning 
to the home. A cell phone 
was taken from the resi-
dence belonging to the vic-
tim; attempts were made to 
locate the cell phone but 
were unsuccessful. Photos 
were taken of the television 
and damages sustained as 
the suspect(s) attempted 
to take but were not able 
to carry outside the home. 
Charges are pending fur-

ther information regarding 
the suspects. 

Status:  Open Investi-
gation

District Four- 
Stotonic Area – 
THEFT – 191219-

06462 Officers were dis-
patched to a residence in 
reference to a theft. The 
victims stated an unidenti-
fied person took their spare 
house key and stole a black 
Samsung cell phone and a 
filing cabinet drawer that 
contained an envelope with 
cash in it had scratches on 
it similar to be being pried 
open. There were no sus-
pects identified at the time 
of the investigation. 

Status: Closed Pending 
Suspect Identification

Lone Butte Area 
BURGLARY – 

191220-06483 Officers 
were dispatched to the area 
in reference to two vehicles 
that were broken into. Con-
tact was made with the vic-
tim, who was reporting that 
a purse containing a Rugar 
9 mm handgun was tak-
en from their vehicle. The 
victim advised a co-work-
er’s vehicle was also dam-
aged and sustained three 
cracked windows. Video 
surveillance was reviewed 
in attempts to identify the 
suspect; latent prints were 
attempted to be pulled 
yielding in negative results. 

There is no investigative 
lead in identifying the sus-
pect; the weapon was en-
tered into NCIC as stolen. 

Status:  Open Investi-
gation

THEFT (SHOPLIFT-
ING) – 191219-06471 Of-
ficers were dispatched to 
the Michael Kors Store at 
the Phoenix Premium Out-
let Mall in reference to a 
shoplifting. Contact was 
made with the reporting 
party; two males took three 
handbags and ran out of 
the store past the point of 
sales. Video surveillance 
was reviewed to assist in 
identifying the suspects; at 
this time there is no suspect 
information. 

Status: Closed Pending 
Suspect Identification

THEFT– 191215-
06386 Officers were dis-
patched to the Lone Butte 
Casino in reference to theft 
of a wallet. Investigation 
revealed the victim was 
playing the slot machine 
when getting up to move to 
another machine, the wallet 
was dropped on the floor. 
The suspect gets up from 
their machine to walk away 
when stepping on the wal-
let and picking it up. The 
suspect sits for a while then 
proceeds to walk out of the 
casino leaving in a SUV in 
an unknown direction. The 
suspect was able to be iden-

tified by their player’s club 
card and charges will be 
forwarded to prosecutor’s 
office for review. 

Status: Charges For-
warded

THEFT – 191217-
06422 ~CAD~ Officers 
were dispatched to Love’s 
Travel Center in reference 
to a missing phone from 
Wild Horse Pass Casino. 
The updated tracker was 
showing near Sundust 
Rd; location provided was 
showing in a middle of a 
field. The cell phone was 
not located.

Status:  
District Five- (Casa 

Blanca)
AGGRAVATED AS-

SAULT – 191217-06423 
Officers were dispatched 
to the area in reference to 
shots fired at a residence. 
The victim stated his vehi-
cle was possibly hit but no 
one sustained injuries. The 
victim stated they woke up 
to gunfire outside the resi-
dence and were able to give 
officers a description of 
the vehicle passing by the 
residence at a high rate of 
speed. Casings were locat-
ed in the front area of the 
victim’s property; the vic-
tim denied having any en-
emies or issues that would 
cause someone to shoot at 
the residence. The vehicle 
was not located and still re-
mains outstanding. Photos 

were taken and later im-
pounded into evidence. 

Status: Closed pending 
further suspect identifica-
tion

AGGRAVATED AS-
SAULT – 191216-06413 
Officers were dispatched to 
the residence in reference 
to an aggravated assault. 
The reporting party stated 
the suspect had stabbed the 
victim in the neck during 
a dispute. The victim sus-
tained non-life threatening 
injuries and the victim’s 
daughter was also injured 
when the suspect began to 
assault the daughter while 
calling the police. Both 
victims wished to press 
charges and were photo-
graphed along with the 
knife the suspect was found 
in possession of once of-
ficers located the suspect. 
The suspect resisted arrest 
and did not comply with 
officer’s commands and 
refused to cooperate during 
the investigative portion of 
the incident. The suspect 
was taken into custody and 
booked into DRS. 

Status:  Suspect was 
arrested and booked into 
jail

THEFT – 191219-
06463 Officers were dis-
patched to the residence in 
reference to theft of a cell 
phone. Investigation re-
vealed the victim allowed 
the suspect to use the 

phone but gave limitation 
on the time usage. The sus-
pect returned the phone to 
the victim and was placed 
on a stand in the living 
room. The suspect became 
irate with the victim and 
grabbed the phone before 
running out the door. The 
victim chased the suspect 
but was not able to retrieve 
the cell phone. The suspect 
was not located and a fol-
low up will be conducted to 
interview the to retrieve a 
statement. 

Status: Open Investi-
gation

District Six – (Komat-
ke)

THEFT – 191220-
06480 Officers were dis-
patched to the area in refer-
ence to a theft. The victim 
reported unknown sus-
pect(s) had broken into the 
vehicle sometime during 
the night. The vehicle was 
parked in the carport with 
the hood, driver’s door and 
trunk open. No damages 
were observed by the vic-
tim; only item taken was 
the battery from the engine 
bay. There are no suspects 
identified at this time. 

Status: Closed pending 
suspect identification

District Seven – (Mar-
icopa) 

NO INCIDENTS 
INVOLVING PART 1 
CRIME

Gila River Police Department incident logs from Page 4
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EAST MESA  
1118 N. Val Vista Rd. • Mesa, AZ 85213

480-969-1514

MESA  
453 W. 5th St. • Mesa, AZ 85201

480-835-0567

CHANDLER/TEMPE 
4055 W. Chandler Blvd. • Mesa, AZ 85201 

480-753-6300

SAN TAN VALLEY  
36413 N. Gantzel Rd. • San TanValley, AZ 85140

480-284-8824 

Jack G. Wright  DDS  CAGS   •   Specialist in Orthodontics for adults and children.

Most Insurance Accepted Financing Available
One coupon per person after usual and customary fees. New patients only. 

Must present coupon at initial consultation.

An Amazing Special for the Gila River Community

PLUS 20% OFF!

$0
DOWN

0%
FINANCING

wrightortho.com 

Call TODAY 
to schedule 

a FREE 
consultation!

Winter Bird Count
January 25th, 2020

7 AM: Meet at the location nearest you
to recieve your field assignment

District 6: Komatke Chevron Station
   (51st Ave. & Pecos Rd.)

District 5: Casa Blanca Chevron Station
   (Casa Blanca Rd. & I-10)

District 7: Service Center
   (83rd Ave. & Baseline Rd.)

MAR-5

11 AM: Cultural Activities

1 PM: 2019 Bird Count Concludes

Please Note: Transportation is not provided

for this event.
ALL MINORS must be accompanied by an ADULT

** NEW  EVENT  DATE **

 
Gila River 

 

G ila River  

Gila River  Gila River  Gila River 
 

Gila River

Arizona State Route 87 & Olberg Road

On Saturday, Jan. 25, the 
Gila River Indian Community’s 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) will host the 21st 
Annual Winter Bird Count. The 
event tasks Community members 
of all ages to venture out to less-
er-known areas, observe habitats 
of birds that reside in the Com-
munity, and assist DEQ with the 
counting of those birds. 

Tison Gill, Environmental 
Education & Outreach Specialist 
at DEQ, said, “The bird count is 
a multifaceted activity that brings 
together the Community (youth 
and elders), promotes cultural 
awareness, teaches environmental 
science, and monitors the environ-
mental health of the Community.” 

The annual event is a chance 
to learn about the environment 
and species of birds that inhab-
it the Community. Community 
members of all ages are welcome, 
though a parent or guardian must 
accompany children. Participants 
can expect to view numerous birds 
of varied species, including Bald 
Eagles, Red Tail Hawks, sparrows, 
doves, ducks, and more. 

The event starts at 7 a.m. at 
various staging areas to meet and 
receive “assignments.” Those 
staging areas are at District 5 Casa 
Blanca Chevron Station, District 6 
Komatke Chevron Station, and the 
District 7 Service Center. From 

there, teams spread out to desig-
nated counting sites to observe 
and count birds in the area. DEQ 
employees and volunteers from 
Audubon’s around the valley will 
lead the groups. 

It’s important to know that 
DEQ will not provide transpor-
tation for the outings, so plan to 
transport yourself to and from the 
various sites. Also, if you decide to 
attend, Mr. Gill suggests bringing 
binoculars if you have them, wear 
comfortable walking shoes, wear 
cold-weather attire, and a learning 
attitude. 

By 10 a.m., the bird count 
will conclude, and participants can 
attend the closing at the MAR-5 
Interpretive Trail for a meal, guest 
speaker presentations, and cultural 
activities. 

If you are interested in partici-
pating this year, please contact the 
GRIC DEQ at (520) 562-2234.

DEQ prepares for winter bird count

Annual bird count monitors birds 
that inhabit the Gila River Indian 
Community like Red Tail Hawks. 
Kyle Knox/GRIN

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News
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**NOTICE OF 
REQUIREMENT**

NON-MEMBER
RESIDENT 
REGISTRATION

The Community’s Residency Ordinance requires 
all adults (18 years of age and older) who are not 
enrolled members of the Gila River Indian 
Community, but who reside within the boundaries 
of the Community to register their residency. 

Registration Forms are available at the Enrollment Department, 
District Service Centers and the Department of Community 
Housing.

The Residency Ordinance requires all non-members who 
reside within the reservation to register their residency with 
the Enrollment Department, and must update their registration 
by January 31st each year. 

The Registration Form maybe submitted in person at the 
Enrollment Office. A valid Photo ID is required.

Physical Address:  Phone number:
Governance Center  (520) 562-9790
525 W Gu U Ki
Sacaton, AZ  85147

Registration Forms submitted to the Enrollment
 Department by mail, fax or third party must be notarized.

Mailing address:    Fax number:
GRIC Enrollment Department  (520) 562-8103
P.O. Box 97
 Sacaton, AZ  85147

We are fortunate to 
reside on and near our an-
cient lands. We can see 
landmarks which haven’t 

changed in many lifetimes. 
We are rooted here. Our 
historical experience was/
is centered on agriculture, 
and winter is our time for 
thanksgiving, and time to 
tell stories. Most origins 

stories require a trust, a 
belief the story is accurate, 
i.e. landmarks and loca-
tions. Our stories differ 
according to location and 
storyteller, use of proper 
names and sequence. This 
occurs both on reservation 
and within our four broth-
er tribes. (No disrespect, 
but there are more than 60 
English-language versions 
of the Bible available.) The 
following small sampling 
of stories is taken from 
Juan Smith who recited 
them in O’otham with Wil-
liam Smith Allison writing 
the English translation for 
Julian Hayden. Hayden 
was part of the group exca-
vating Snaketown in 1935.  
In 1994, Don Bahr put 
these stories and others into 
a book, The Short Swift 
Time of Gods on Earth: 
The Hohokam Chronicles. 
These condensed versions 
of Juan Smith’s stories 
were usually presented 
on the third night since it 
took four nights to com-
plete all of the stories. The 
stories come following the 
destructions and creation 

of previous worlds and at-
tempt to bridge the era of 
the Huhugam and present 
day Natives.

Se’ehe/Elder Broth-
er had been driven un-
derground, but decided 
to return to chase out the 
Huhugam—the builders 
of great houses. He asked 
Earth Doctor and O’oth-
am who were underground 
for help. As the O’otham 
emerged, they became 
known as the Vooshkum 
or “coming out.”  While 
marching to this land, the 
Vooshkum split into two 
groups while preparing for 
battle and becoming famil-
iar with two new weapons: 
lightning and thunder.   

When reaching this 
land of the great houses, one 
day before dawn a Voosh-
kum medicine man/makai 
placed a bright stone on the 
sun which sent out differ-
ent colored sunlight. That 
unusual sunlight alarmed 
the leader of the Mesquite 
Vahki/great house. He sent 
a runner to Casa Blanca to 
ask that leader if he was 
also worried.  The runner 
returned with word that the 
Casa Blanca leader thought 
it was a good.

A Vooshkum makai 
used his power and saw a 
red painted man who was 
tracked down and killed. 
Next stop was a mountain 
near Snaketown called 
Hat. Another makai felt the 
power of a Huhugam leader 

who had two bright stones. 
Earth Doctor who stayed 
underground destroyed the 
power of the two bright 
stones. 

The Vooshkum 
marched on and came upon 
the Casa Grande, the home 
of brothers Feather Run-
ning and Soft Down Feath-
er Running.  The brothers 
created two whales in an 
attempt to slow down the 
Vooshkum, but Vooshkum 
warriors killed the whales. 
The Casa Grande people 
ran from the great house, 
the Vooshkum chased and 
destroyed these Huhugam 
people at Curled Up Moun-
tain.

A small mound east of 
Casa Blanca was the next 
stop, but a sharp shooter 
(bow and arrow) shot many 
Vooshkum during an at-
tack. A Vooshkum makai 
called upon thunder to kill 
the sharp shooter. 

Then the Vooshkum 
marched onto Casa Blanca, 
but four different kinds of 
fog surrounded this great 
house making it hard to see.  
After four days of fight-
ing, the Vooshkum select-
ed an orphan child within 
their camp. They had the 
child pull a hair from his 
head and throw it against 
the great house. The great 
dirt house crumbled. The 
Vooshkum camped and 
looked westward, but saw 
nothing but water. Voosh-
kum medicine men realized 

it was a Huhugam mirage. 
A western great house re-
vealed itself which had 
been built upon a founda-
tion of ocotillo, and soon 
the Ocotillo people were 
defeated.  

A Vooshkum bluebird 
man used his power and 
saw a great house south of 
the Salt River (Near pres-
ent day Guadalupe). The 
Vooshkum went and con-
quered these people. The 
bluebird man then saw an-
other great house north of 
the Salt River. This great 
house looked impenetrable 
because it seemed to be 
solid rock.  Another makai 
who could harness thunder 
asked if he could “look.” 
When he saw that only the 
foundation was rock, he de-
stroyed it with the power of 
thunder.  

The march and saga of 
the Vooshkum continued 
westward until a big body 
of water halted their march.  
The people turned around 
but some decided to branch 
off to the north, south, east 
and west. We have relatives 
all over the land. 

This time of the year 
provides many with a time 
for reflection as we struggle 
to understand this world. 
Our ancestors were no dif-
ferent. If the opportunity 
arises, listen to the stories 
but note there will be alter-
native versions. 

A’AGA
Something to be told or talked about

By Billy Allen
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Notice of Availability for the Pima 
Commerce Center Environmental 
Assessment / Finding of No Signifi-
cant Impact and Decision Statement
SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs (BIA) Pima Agency is publishing 
a Final Environmental Assessment 
(EA) and Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) for the proposed  
BIA grant/approval of a 65-year term 
master lease to MainSpring Capital 
Group (MainSpring) on 270 acres 
of allotted land within the Gila Riv-
er Indian Community (Community/
GRIC) for the development of a new 
commercial business park. The EA 
and FONSI have been prepared by 
the BIA to fulfill its responsibilities 
under, and comply with, the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended (NEPA).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
The grant/approval of a master lease 
by the BIA (Federal action) would re-
sult in the development of:
• Maximum building 
height would be four stories (about 
60 feet), with the tallest buildings 
located along Queen Creek Road. 
Average building height would be 
two stories.
• The business park 
would accommodate approximately 
3 million square feet of new commer-
cial space.
• A new on-site water well 
would produce an estimated maxi-
mum of 1.6 million gallons per day of 
drinking water, plus additional water 
storage for fire suppression.
• A water treatment facili-

ty would be developed on-site to pro-
vide all water needs for the business 
park.
• A fully fenced wastewa-
ter treatment facility would be con-
structed on-site.
• One signalized intersec-
tion and six right-in- right-out access 
points would be constructed within 
the lease area.
• MainSpring would coor-
dinate the needed electrical service 
to the business park. If natural gas is 
required, MainSpring would coordi-
nate connection to this utility service 
through the local provider.
• Following a ‘darksky” 
development practice, street lighting 
and parking-level lighting would be 
down-facing, and lighted signage 
would be backlit.
• Stormwater from hard-
ened surfaces would be detained 
in basins or swales and allowed to 
percolate on-site.
• MainSpring would pro-
vide an easement on the north side 
of its proposed lease area, which 
would be available for the Gila Riv-
er Irrigation and Drainage District 
to convey irrigation water to down-
stream customers.
FINDING: Pursuant to Title 25 (In-
dians), implementing procedures in 
516 DM and 59 1AM 3-H  (BIA NEPA 
Guidebook) codified at 43 CFR Part 
46, and the regulations issued by the 
Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ), 40 CFR parts 1500-1508, 
this notice advises the public of our 
finding that the action described 

above will not significantly affect the 
quality of the human environment. 
The Proposed Action Alternative 
(Project) will result in negligible to 
moderate adverse effects to sever-
al resources and major beneficial 
effects to socioeconomics. The BIA 
will implement measures that are 
discussed in the Final EA and FONSI 
to mitigate the adverse effects.
The environmental impacts of dis-
approving (the No Action Alterna-
tive) and approving (the Proposed 
Action Alternative) the Project were 
considered in the Final EA pursuant 
to NEPA and CEQ regulations im-
plementing NEPA. The Final EA and 
FONSI will be available for review at 
the BIA Pima Agency for a period of 
30 days upon posting of this notice.
The decision has been made to 
grant/approve a master lease to 
MainSpring in accordance with 25 
CFR Part 162, based on the content 
of the Final EA and issuance of the 
FONSI. The decision will become 
final 30 days after posting of this 
notice. Members of the public deter-
mined to have standing may appeal 
this decision pursuant to appeal pro-
cedures published at 25 CFR Part 2.
For further information contact Ms. 
Cecilia Martinez-Baker, Superinten-
dent, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Pima 
Agency
104 North Main Street, Building 1, 
Sacaton, Arizona 85147, Phone: 
520.562.3326, Fax: 520.562.3543, 
E-mail: cecilia.baker@ bia.gov

Banashley, Shawna
Probate Hearing
Case: P-20-0002
Court Date: February 4, 2020 at 2 
p.m. Courtroom #1, 1st floor

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT 
YOUR RIGHTS
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA 
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 E. OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256

CONTACT: (480) 362-6315
Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated.
Andrew Johnson – Court Clerk

IN THE COURT OF THE
GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA
COURT DATE NOTICE
In Re Case: Kimberlee Ann Begays.
Robert Jason** CS Lewis Sr.

Docket Number: CV-20 1 |-0306-ZPT
This case has been scheduled and 
YOU ARE ORDERED TO APPEAR 
on the date, time and place designat-
ed below. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR 
your hearing may be held in held in 
absentia and a warrant may be issued 
for your arrest, forfeiture of your bond, 
judgment in favor of the other party, or 

jail time may ordered.
Motion Hearing
Westend Judicial Center,
4751 West Pecos Road,
Laveen, A285339
30th day of January, 2020 at 11:00 AM
in Courtroom VII before the Honorable 
Dallas Delowe

Howard, Marlee
Probate Hearing
Case: P-20-0002
Court Date: February 4, 2020 at 2 
p.m. Courtroom #1, 1st floor

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AF-
FECT YOUR RIGHTS
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA 
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 E. OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256

CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

Your attention to this matter is great-
ly appreciated.
Andrew Johnson – Court Clerk

A sincere thank you from the family of 
Tonya Pedro-Molina, to all the public 

servants who assisted with her ser-
vices.
Fire Department
Emergency Medical Services

Dialysis Center
Police Department
Sacaton School District
Friends & Family

Howard, Brennen
Probate Hearing
Case: P-20-0002
Court Date: February 4, 2020 at 2 
p.m. Courtroom #1, 1st floor

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AF-
FECT YOUR RIGHTS
JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA 
MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
COURT
ADDRESS: 10040 E. OSBORN RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256

CONTACT: (480) 362-6315

Your attention to this matter is great-
ly appreciated.
Andrew Johnson – Court Clerk

BIA PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Probate Hearing

Court Date Notice

Probate Hearing

Thank You

Probate Hearing
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Representatives from 
the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment toured the Hu Hu 
Kam Memorial Hospital 
Dental unit on December 
17, 2019, among the visi-
tors were Robert Holden, 
Director for the Phoenix 
HUD Office of Native 
American Programs, Dr. 
Kimberly Corkin, HUD 
Grants Management Team 
Leader and Patrick Palmer, 
Grants Management Spe-
cialist.  The purpose of the 
visit was to see how the In-
dian Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program 
benefits tribal communi-
ties.  The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) awards 
Native American commu-
nities throughout the coun-
try to support a wide range 
of community develop-
ment.  The goal of the pro-
gram is to develop viable 
Indian and Alaska Native 
communities. 

“We actually reviewed 
the application for them 
to be funded in 2012, they 
were part of an Indian com-
munity block grant pro-
gram,” said Holden. He 
said the Community had 
a seven-year window to 
complete the project in the 
grant, which GRHC ac-
complished in its seventh 
year.

“Thanks to those be-
hind the scenes, we are 
happy the Community and 
GRHC were able to com-
plete the grant,” said Cor-
kin.

“We funded six to 
seven in the last ten years, 
many of them are expan-
sion programs. The last 
two projects, the Gila River 
Community was awarded 
was over $2 million, both 
of the projects are complet-
ed,” said Holden. 

“I’ve been here for 20 
years, and Josie Gaisthea, 
the Dental Assistant Su-
pervisor, has been here for 
over 26 years. We are very 
excited that the new Dental 
clinic is completed,” said 
Dr. Jody Herschenhorn, 
Director for the dental de-
partment.   

The patient rooms of-
fer privacy and are more 
spacious. “The dental 
chairs and equipment are 
new,” said Herschenhorn.  
The renovation of approx-
imately 8,750-square-feet 
showcases ten private in-
dividual dental exam and 
procedure rooms, of which 
two are Americans with 
Disabilities Act compliant 
and four pediatric exam 
rooms.  The space increase 
created a much larger pa-
tient waiting area, private 
patient consultation room, 
and a centralized medical 
gas system eliminating por-
table tanks and hoses. 

Dr. Herschenhorn said 
the sterilization, process-
ing, and sterile storage 
rooms are an improvement 
over the previous space. 
Josie Gaisthea added, “The 
sterilization workflow is 
more efficient.” 

Other additions in-
clude upgraded monitors, 
allowing patients to review 
their treatment plan, x-ray 
and receive dental educa-
tion “The new clinic was 
designed for efficiency and 
to provide a state of the art 
dental experience.” said 
Herschenhorn.

HUD Office of Native American Programs tours Gila River Health Care Dental Expansion

The Phoenix HUD Office for Native American programs visits Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital’s successful dental program. 
Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN

Patients enjoy state of the art facilities provided by Gila River Health Care.  Christopher Lomah-
quahu/GRIN

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

District 1 hosted their 
annual jackrabbit hunt co-
ordinated by District 1 Rec-
reation. The hunt is open to 
all Community members. 
As many recall, the hunt 
has been going on for as 
long as 40 years, at least and 
has brought out as many 
as 80 hunters. This time it 
brought out 31 hunters for 
their New Year’s Eve hunt.

Lt. Gov. Robert Stone 
was among those at the 
District 1 jackrabbit hunt at 
6 a.m., and signed the waiv-
er and rules form. Lt. Gov. 
Stone also participated in 
the traditional blessing by 
Barnaby Lewis and joined 

in the hunt until 10:30 a.m.
Those participating 

met at the multipurpose 
building in the early morn-
ing, where they signed 
waivers and were given 
shirts and awaited further 
instructions for the hunt. A 
“head hunter” is designated 
for safety and to guide the 
rest of the hunters. 

They began the hunt 
behind the Keli Akimel 
Ballpark and spread out 
towards the canal. Hunters 
are only allowed to use their 
own firearms, shotguns are 
preferred. No other weap-
ons or modifications are 
allowed. Once the hunt is 
finished, everyone gathers 
back at the multipurpose 

building where they pre-
pare the rabbit into a stew 
for the District’s New Year 
celebration. 

Hunters show up for rabbit hunt on New Year’s Eve

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

Hunters in pickup trucks disperse during the annual rabbit hunt. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Hunters do their best to track 
rabbits on Dec. 31, 2019. 
Emma Hughes/GRIN
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1648 N. PINAL AVE.
 IN CASA GRANDE, AZ

SCOTTSAYSYES.COM

*

$7 DOWN!

*See dealer for details.   Plus tax, title, license and dealers adds.

190 W. Pima St., Suite 2
Sacaton, AZ 85147

HOURS: Mon., Wed., Fri. 12-5pm

P
IN

A
L 

A
V

EN
U

E

FLORENCE BLVD.

McMURRAY RD.

COTTONWOOD LN.

POST OFFICE

DELL’S PIZZA

FASTRIP

520-423-8181
SCOTTSAYSYES.COM
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GET HIRED  
ON THE SPOT 
TODAY!
See a Food & Beverage Manager 
for an interview at Gila River 
Hotels & Casinos.

Explore other career opportunities at PlayAtGila.com.

PlayAtGila.com | 800-WIN-GILA
Owned and operated by the Gila River Indian Community


