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Gov. Lewis Welcomes Super Bowl LVII with Historic Land Acknowledgement

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

For the first time in the
history of hosting Super Bowl
games, the NFL included tribal
representation before and during
the event. To kick off Super
Bowl week, Gila River Indian
Community Gov. Stephen Roe
Lewis presented a land acknowl-
edgment prior to the first press
conference by the Arizona Super
Bowl LVII Host Committee on
Feb. 6, at the Phoenix Conven-
tion Center.

During the press conference,
Gov. Lewis shared the cultural
significance of Phoenix’s histo-
ry as the ancestral homelands of
the O’otham and Pee-Posh, rec-
ognized Arizona as home to 22
federally recognized tribes, and
welcomed all parties to the Val-
ley for one of the most signifi-
cant events for the state this year.

“On behalf of my people, on
behalf of the 22 tribes of Arizo-
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Gov. Stephen Row Lewis, Arizona Super Bowl Host Committee President Jay Parry, and Executive

Board Chair Larry Fitzgerald during the press conference on Feb. 6.

na, we’re honored to be hosts of
this year’s Super Bowl,” Gov.
Lewis said, “I want to take the
opportunity to sincerely wel-

come all of you to our ancestral

homelands here in the Valley.”
“My ancestors, the ances-

tors of the O’otham people, have

Kyle Knox/GRIN

been on these homelands since
time immemorial farming the
lands surrounding our sacred
river, the Keli Akimel, the Gila

River. We are Akimel O’otham
and Pee Posh.”

Gov. Lewis then alluded to
the hospitality the O’otham and
Pee Posh are known for and de-
scribed how pleased he is for the
Community to serve as a host for
this “world event”— the Phil-
adelphia Eagles stayed at the
Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse
Pass Resort this year.

Guests for the press con-
ference included Arizona Super
Bowl Host Committee President
and CEO Jay Parry, Executive
Vice President of Club Business
& League Events Peter O’Reil-
ly, Arizona Cardinals owner
Michael Bidwill, Arizona Gov-
ernor Katie Hobbs, Arizona Su-
per Bowl Host Committee Board
Chair David Rousseau and Ari-
zona Super Bowl Host Commit-
tee Executive Board Chair Larry
Fitzgerald.

Continued on Page 6

‘Super Goal 2023’ Donates 5,000
Backpacks to GRIC Schools

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

Just prior to the biggest sport-
ing event of the year, the Gila
River Indian Community received
5,000 backpacks filled with essen-
tial school supplies for under-re-
sourced students thanks to Super
Goal 2023: Phoenix.

Former NFL linebacker for
the Arizona Cardinals Lorenzo Al-
exander hosted the Kids in Need
Foundation event at Skyline Prep
High School Feb. 9, which fea-
tured former and current profes-
sional football players helping to
assemble a total of 10,000 back-
packs.

GRIC’s Tribal Education
Department, in partnership with
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New backpacks
essential school
Emma Hughes/GRIN

include
supplies.

TED staff and volunteers load boxes filled with backpacks for
schools in the Community. Emma Hughes/GRIN

the Kids in Need Foundation and
Treasures 4 Teachers, distributed
the 5,000 backpacks to schools in
the Community.

Treasures 4 Teachers, a do-
nation-based resource center pro-
viding materials, resources and
training to educators in the state,
helped connect the Community to
the event.

“They [Treasures 4 Teachers]
called us as part of the Super Bowl
planning and wanted to make a
donation of 5,000 backpacks to
the Community,” said TED Direc-
tor Isaac Salcido.

From there, TED staff and
volunteers assisted in packing
supplies during the Super Goal
event.

“We had all the help, and
we’re excited to get them out to
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the schools,” said Arlanna Jack-
son, TED project manager.

Each backpack contains note-
books, pencils, erasers, markers,
crayons and more.

On Feb. 10, shipping pallets
stacked with boxes were lined up
outside the Sacaton Head Start
Center. Jackson and additional
TED staff Nadia Huff, Carolyn
Escalante and Anna Blackwater,
were assisted by volunteers Sin-
eca Jackson and Escalante’s two
children to help load boxes for the
schools.

“It’s great; it’s always a good
thing when we can do something
for the families in the communi-
ty,” said Salcido. “I like the way
our team always pulls together
and gets it done.”

NEW! K-12 Program
Student Spotlight
Page 5

Nike N7 Inspires Native Youth
Through Sports Camps

Back row L-R: Notah Begay lll, Gabby Lemieux, Jacoby Ellsbury,
and Gov. Lewis with GRIC youth at Nike N7 golf camp. Kyle Knox/
GRIN

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

In conjunction with Super
Bowl LVII, hundreds of Native
youths from across the Valley
participated in Play Inspired
Sports Camps for golf and foot-
ball hosted by Nike N7 on the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indi-
an Community featuring Nike
N7 ambassadors from various
athletic backgrounds.

“These camps are, personal-
ly, a dream come true,” said Sam
McCracken, General Manager
for Nike N7, “When I wrote the

Tribal Leaders Welcome
Super Bow LVII Teams
Page 7

original business plan 20-plus
years ago, it was about bring-
ing sports and its benefits to our
kids. So overall, I think it was a
huge success.”

The first camp was held
at the Talking Stick Golf Club
on Sunday, Feb. 5, in partner-
ship with the Notah Begay III
Foundation, First Tee-Phoenix,
and US Sports Camps. Over 20
GRIC youth participated, and
GRIC Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis
served as a guest speaker.

This camp focused on get-

Continued on Page 9
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78th Annual Iwo Jima Flag Raising Parade Canceled for 2023

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

One of Gila River Indi-
an Community’s most honored
traditions recognizes the anni-
versary of the U.S. flag being
raised by six United States Ma-
rines, including GRIC’s own Ira
H. Hayes, atop Mt. Suribachi
during the Battle of Iwo Jima, on
Feb. 23, 1945.

“This event brings all our
friends and comrades from at
least 19 states and Canada into
GRIC,” said Bill Dixon, Com-
mander for the Ira H. Hayes
American Legion Post 84.

The Ira H. Hayes American
Legion Post 84 and Auxiliary
Unit have partnered with GRIC
and its departments in coordi-
nating events annually, bringing
together thousands of visitors
and veterans for this significant
occasion.

For the past two years, all
events were canceled and the
anniversary has been recognized
with video presentations from
Post 84 and GRIC leadership,
due to the COVID precautions.

“Post 84 is sad to announce
the February 2023 Iwo Jima Flag
Raising Commemoration Parade
must be canceled and resched-
uled for 2024,” said Dixon.

“The large amount of people

Veterans and spectators during the 2020 Iwo Jima Flag Raising Anniversary events at the Matthew B.
Juan - Ira H. Hayes Memorial Park in Sacaton, Ariz. Emma Hughes/GRIN

causes the Ira H. Hayes Amer-
ican Legion Post 84 to be con-
cerned for the health and safety
of our community members as
well as travelers.”

The anniversary is custom-
arily recognized with an annual
parade that includes a military
flyover, dinner banquet for vet-
erans and special guests, and
social pow-wow. Those events

have also been canceled but sep-
arate events will take place.

On Saturday, Feb. 25, a
small local gathering is set to be
held at the Matthew B. Juan —
Ira H. Hayes Veterans Memorial
Park in Sacaton, from 7A.M. to
10A.M.

This event will commemo-
rate the flag raising anniversa-
ry and include a tribute to what

would have been Hayes’ centen-
nial birthday.

Post 84 will provide a flag
raising, wreath laying, and 21-
gun salute ceremonies at the
park.

Additional events will fol-
low in District 5, Casa Blanca,
at the St. Peter Mission School
for their St. Peter’s Run for the
Fallen.

St. Peter Indian Mission School Plans A Day of Remembrance

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

The St. Peter Indian Mis-
sion Catholic School will hon-
or GRIC service members who
were killed in the Vietnam War.

“With the cancelation of
the Iwo Jima event, we have
planned to conduct a Run for
the Fallen at St. Peter’s Mission
School,” said Gary Anderson
Sr., U.S. Army Special Forces
veteran and member of Haskell
Osife-Antone Post 51. He serves
as project manager for the run.

The run honors 24 GRIC
members killed in action, and
pay respects to their families.
This year’s tribute will also rec-
ognize seven soldiers who fell
in the Vietnam War: Sgt. Harold
J. Marrietta - U.S. Army, PFC
David D. Perkins - U.S. Army,
SP4 Dudney N. Arlentino - U.S.

Gary Anderson, from Haskell Osife-Antone Post 51, presents
Elizabeth Antone, Billy Farris’ mother, with a Gold Star blanket at
St. Peter Indian Mission School in 2016. GRIN Photo

Army, SP4 Franklin D. Pete Jr.
- U.S. Army, PFC Gregory B
Chiago - U.S. Army, LCpl Edgar
Acunia - U.S. Marine Corps, and
Ist Lt. Dwight Blackwater - U.S.

Army.

“Six of the families have re-
sponded, and we plan on honor-
ing them,” Anderson said.

The event is scheduled to

O OTHAM HUMOR .

begin at 10 a.m. Feb. 25 at the
St. Peter’s Mission School in
District 5, Bapchule. Students
will post colors and sing the na-
tional anthem in both English
and O’otham.

Lancelot Lewis, who 1is
also a Vietnam veteran, will be
a guest speaker. Lewis served
as a medic in the Army Special
Forces and is a recipient of the
Bronze Star medal.

“After that, we will recog-
nize the families and the chil-
dren will sing and dance a cul-
tural song for them,” Anderson
said.

Participants are welcome to
run or walk on the school’s track
after the event.

“At the conclusion, we ask
all the participants to pick up a
flag, which will have a card on
there, and they’ll have a vet-
eran’s picture and how they
died,” Anderson said, “and we
ask them to go to the track think
about their sacrifice.”

The run is based on Arizo-
na’s three-day Run for the Fallen
planned for Oct. 27-29 covering
over 147 miles from Tucson to
Phoenix, with each mile repre-
senting those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

The St. Peter Mission School
organized its first annual Run for
the Fallen in 2016, honoring 24
Gila River Indian Community
members killed in action.

The initial run paid special
tribute to U.S Army Cpl. Billy
B. Farris, who was killed during
operations in Iraq in 2006, and
U.S Marine Corps. LCpl. Joe
Jackson, who was killed in 2011
while serving in Afghanistan.
Farris attended St. Peter’s, and
the school’s feast house is named
after him.
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Native American Connections

Opens New Shelter for Youth ,i'

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

Native American Con-
nections (NAC) opened a
new facility Feb. 2 in Sur-
prise as part of their Youth
Housing Program aimed
to assist people ages 18-26
experiencing homelessness
transition to independence
and stable housing.

The nonprofit NAC has
been dedicated to assisting
individuals and families
through culturally appropri-
ate health, affordable housing
and community development
services since 1972.With this
new facility, “HomeBase
Surprise,” which provides up
to 50 beds in a secure dormi-
tory-style living space, NAC
now owns and operates 23
facilities throughout the Val-
ley.

With help from commu-
nity partners, residents have
access to weekly medical
screenings, behavioral health
services, case management,
job training, support in ob-
taining their high school or
equivalency diplomas, and
higher education.

The goal is to help them
reach educational goals and
find employment opportuni-
ties in order to provide eco-
nomic stability to support

HomeBase Surprise Shelter & Transitional Housing for
Youth is located at Bell Rd. and El Mirage in Surprise,
Ariz. Photo Courtesy of Native American Connections

more permanent housing.

Through street outreach,
referrals from community
agencies and word of mouth,
young adults enter this pro-
gram designed to stabilize
and empower them.

“NAC is a pillar of the
communities they serve by
providing housing, health
services and community
development projects that
support those in need,” said
Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs
during the grand opening
ceremony on Feb. 2. She
added, “I'm excited to see
them grow. It’s amazing how
far we’ve come in providing
services to this population,
but also how far we still have

to go.”

Since 2020, homeless-
ness has increased 23 per-
cent, according to the 2022
Maricopa County Point-In-
Time Homeless Count.

It reported 9,026 home-
less individuals, including
624 ages 18-24. Homeless
youth and young adults are
highly vulnerable to human
trafficking, exploitation, ad-
diction and crime.

NAC works to address
these issues by providing
safe and stable housing for
them. For more information
on HomeBase services and
locations, call (602) 263-

5531 or visit nativeamerican-
connections.org.

HEART DISEASE

AMONG
NATIVE AMERICANS

What should you do if you are

concerned about heart disease?

Heart D he leading couse
of death among Native Americans
Talk with your primary care
provider or a healthcare
professional about your
risks and other concerns.

Be proactive about your health!
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FOR MORE INFORMATIOMN AND
RESOURCES PLEASE GO TO:
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ARE YOU READY TO GO PRO?

The Phoenix Suns are looking for a superstar
intern to join the team for the 2022-2023 season.

This is your shot to show of your skills with the
Phoenix Suns as a paid intern.

* Be a part of the Phoenix Suns Organization marketing team and assist with
grassroots events, research and project executions. This includes researching
other NBA team marketing efforts and developing database

communication strategies.

= Help fulfill Corporate Partnerships and collect photos and data to support
activation programs, as well as gain experience coordinating in-arena
branding projects.

= Assist in ticket distribution & mailings. Help create and distribute promotional
marketing materials. Learn data entry and database management, as well as
assist in Game Night kiosk staffing.

= Assist with game/event paperwork, preparation, and project executions. Take on
department and event-related projects while developing a broad knowledge of
multiple event-related departments.

« |f applicant has Interest in the Suns organization beyond marketing, reasonable
effort will be made to place applicant In applicable department.

Jobs open to Gila River Indian Community members currently enrolled in a
secondary education program. Interested candidates should send a resume

and cover letter indicating areas of interest to nstrunks@suns.com.
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£ K-12 STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Amira Quiroz, 7th Grade, is from District 1 Uhs-Kehk and attends Coolidge Juinor High
School. She is the granddaughter of the late Ruby Johnson-Carrillo from Uhs-Kehk. Her
parents are Olivia and Richard Quiroz. She has three sisters, Yasmine, Charisma, and Neveah
Quiroz. Amira has been recognized for numerous accomplishments in school, including honor
roll for first and second quarter and earning the school’s “Golden Cub” in the first and third
quarter.

GELE RTVER IKDHAN COMBUNITY

o

She is part of the Coolidge FFA Chapter, where she was recognized for selling the most tickets
for the Coolidge FFA BBQ, also earning her official FFA corduroy jacket, which unifies

members in a long-standing tradition and reminds them that they are part of something
bigger than themselves, it means it is an article of faith, honor, and pride.

In addition, Amira also participates in Livestock shows, earning multiple
awards. In 2022, she was named Grand Champion in the Pinal County
Fair’s Junior Livestock Show. “My steer ‘Baby Bear’ and I won the Grand
Champion Junior Showmen, and I also got first in our market class.”

idninmml

She also appeared with her Holstein calf named ‘Peter Parker,” “We placed
first in our Market class and later that night in the Champion drive, we
placed Champion Holstein Calf, the following day was Showmanship and
we placed Grand Champion Junior Showmen.”

Last summer, she debuted her new steer named ‘Copper’, in a show in

Sonoita, Ariz., where they placed Grand Champion Intermediate Beef Showmen.
In October 2022, Amira participated in the Arizona State Fair with Copper, winning
Grand Champion Junior Showman and placing first in the Beef Feeder class.

“With that I am truly grateful and I don’t take that for granted,” said Amira, who’s also thankful
for all the support from her family. “I would like to thank my dad for being with me and traveling
with me all around the state to show my livestock, and always putting me and my sisters first,” she
said, “Also thanks to my traveling partner, my sister Neveah, for always helping me and her
support means the world to me.”

Her advice to fellow students is: “Don’t think anything is
impossible, because hard work does pay off. Do not let
anything hold you back from achieving your goals.
There is always a way to get where you want to be to
become successful. Always remember to be respectful
and kind to others”

Coolidge Junior High School | 2023

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

TRIBAL EDUCATION

SAVE THE DATE

March 8, 2023

APPLICATION CHECKLIST CONTACT US FOR A LIST OF HIGHER
OF DOCUMENTS: EDUCATION EXPERIENCES!

Begin your path to WE ACCEPT EARLY

STUDENT SERVICES PROGRAM

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE:

JUNE 1, 2023

WE ARE CURRENTLY ACCEPTING IN-OFFICE VISITS. VIRTUAL MEETINGS CAN ALSO BE SCHEDULED BY CALLING IN.
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Maori Delegatlon Travels to U.S. to Meet with Trlbes about Water

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

A delegation of the
Whanganui  River Maori
visited the Gila River Indi-
an Community on Feb. 15
during a trip to the United
States to discuss water short-
ages and rights. Like the Gila
River, the Whanganui River
is a major body of water; it
spans 180 miles throughout
the North Island of New Zea-
land.

The Whanganui dele-
gation included two leaders,
Turama Hawira and Keria
Ponga, who were appointed
as “Te Pou Tupua,” which
means they are the face and
voice of Te Awa Tupua—
the way the Maori view the
Whanganui River as a holis-
tic entity.

In 2017, the historical
Te Awa Tupua Claims Settle-
ment passed after a 175-year
battle. It recognizes the an-
cestral relationship between
the Whanganui River and
Whanganui iwi, the Maori,
an Indigenous tribe that have
lived and worked with the sa-
cred river for centuries. The
settlement provides for the
river’s long-term protection
and restoration by declaring
it a living being in the eyes
of the law.

Hawira is a highly expe-
rienced cultural advisor and
educator, while Ponga brings
tribal knowledge and emi-
nent leadership.

“Like you, we are river

eople as well,” Ponga said.

Lt. Gov. Monica Antone, Annelia Hillman, Mitch Roderick-Hall, Dr. Rawiri Tinirau, Wiari Rauhina, Raukura Waiti,
Keria Ponga, Turama Hawira, and Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis gather for a cultural presentation at the Huhugam
Heritage Center. Emma Hughes/GRIN

“We speak about our river
the way that is our ancestor
and we look out for our an-
cestor the way we would our
grandparents, our children,
our parents. To be the legal
person-hood, as it’s termed,
it enables myself and Hawi-
ra to speak to the Crown and
those officials to defend our
river.”

The delegation also
included Raukura Naani
Waitai, tribal  historian;
Mitch Roderick-Hall, Te
Taituara for Te Pou Tupua;
Wiari Rauhina, member
of Te Karewao Advisory

Council; Dr. Rawiri Tinirau,
deputy chair of the post set-
tlement governance entity;
Annelia Hillman, Yurok trib-
al member; and Hoturoa Bar-
clay-Kerr, Tainui.

They traveled to the U.S.
to meet with Arizona tribes
with ties to the Colorado
River Basin during its histor-
ic drought. During their visit,
the Whanganui delegation
also met with members and
leadership from the Hualapai
Tribe, Colorado River Indian
Tribes, GRIC and the Toho-
no O’odham Nation.

“What you have done in

From the front
page

“We’re ready to host
an epic week of events
and to showcase what
makes Arizona a world
class destination,” Parry
said, “We’re thrilled to
welcome the Kansas City
Chiefs and Philadelphia
Eagles to the Valley of the
Sun for what’s called the
most exciting and most
watched game in the U.S.”

Gov. Lewis also ex-
pressed his gratitude for
all the programming the
host committee provided
for GRIC youth. Begin-
ning in January, it held

numerous flag football
camps.
“Your commitment

to our youth in the Com-
munity and youth in Ar-
izona means so much to
our resiliency and future
generations,” Gov. Lewis
said. “They matter to our
young people, parents and

Gov. Lewis welcomes all guests and media to the
Valley during the Arizona Super Bowl Host Committee
and Kyle Knox/GRIN

elders. They showed the
NFL’s true commitment to
the future generations of
Indigenous youth.”
Indigenous represen-
tation continued through-
out the Super Bowl LVII
festivities and game. Lu-
cinda “La Morena” Hi-
nojos (Xicana, Apache,
Yaqui) created the official
artwork on the 60,000
tickets, the game ball and
around the stadium, and
the NFL commissioned
her and a team of Indig-
enous artists to paint a

9,500-square-foot mural
on the Monarch Theater in
downtown Phoenix.

For the first time in
its history, the NFL read a
land acknowledgment pri-
or to the game. The pre-
game ceremony also fea-
tured Collin Denny (Diné)
using a blend of sign lan-
guages to translate “Amer-
ica the Beautiful,” and at
least two Indigenous play-
ers and one Native official
were on the field.

your homelands by protect-
ing the bodies of water, the
rivers, and fighting to clas-
sify them as living beings,
is an incredible achievement
that all—not just Indigenous
peoples around the world,
but everyone around the
world—should follow,” said
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis.
The Community wel-
comed the delegation with
a cultural presentation at the
Huhugam Heritage Center
(HHC), where Gov. Lewis
and Lt. Gov. Monica Antone
greeted the delegation and
shared GRIC’s rich history.
“There’s a lot of similar-
ities with the island people
and what we go through,”
said Lt. Gov. Antone. “What
I think is important between
all tribes is that water signifi-
cance. We all are fighting for
all water. We realize water is
precious to our people and
how it’s going be in the fu-

ture.”

Gov. Lewis expressed
his gratitude to the delegation
and shared the work of his
father, Rodney B. Lewis, the
first Native American to join
the State Bar of Arizona and
first Native American attor-
ney to successfully argue and
win a case before the United
States Supreme Court.

Mr. Lewis’ diligence
and commitment led to
the 2004 Gila River Water
Rights Settlement, the largest
ever water-rights settlement
at the time, which provided
a budget of 653,500 acre-feet
of water annually.

Gov. Lewis also read
“The Law of the River,” a
poem by Willardene Pratt
Lewis.

Miss Gila River Kelsey
Martinez, Jr. Miss Gila Riv-
er Eliana Rhodes, and HHC
staff attended the event.
Martinez provided a prayer

in O’otham and thanked the
delegation for visiting with
tribal leadership and mem-
bers. Also, Keli Akimel Hua
Modk Cudkdam (Gila River
Basket Dancers) and the Pee
Posh Bird singers and danc-
ers shared traditional perfor-
mances, followed by a gift
exchange.

Gov. Lewis and Lt. Gov.
Antone gifted the delegation
with shell necklaces with a
wooden medallion carved
with traditional O’otham
designs handmade by GRIC
artist Aaron Sabori.

The delegation then was
given a tour of the HHC fol-
lowed by a traditional meal
provided by The Ranch Mo-
bile Eatery and Hajun Kitch-
en.

The delegation also met
with tribes during the 2023
Meeting of Sacred Waters, a
forum at the Heard Museum
on Feb. 16, to share Indig-
enous perspectives, values
and reclamation of water.

That event was hosted
by the Red Star International
Inc., Inter Tribal Council of
Arizona Inc., Te Pou Pupua
and Arizona Tribal Leaders.

This is not the first time
tribes from Arizona and New
Zealand have met to discuss
water. The forum included
the debut of the short film
From the Mountain to the
Sea, which documents Tribal
leadership from the state who
traveled to Aotearoa (which
means New Zealand in the
Maori language) in 2020 to
discuss increasing concerns
over the Colorado River Ba-
sin with Whanganui River
Maori.

In 2021, a virtual gath-
ering was held with Indige-
nous leaders, policy makers
and environmental activists
from around the country and
Aotearoa to continue the dis-
cussion.

Lt. Gov. Antone presented the delegation with shell necklaces made by GRIC artist
Aaron Sabori. Emma Hughes/GRIN
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Tribal Leadership Welcomes Super
Bowl LVII Teams to the Valley
i | i <

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis, Ak-Chin Indian Community Chairman Robert Miguel, Kansas Ciy

‘F—h

Chiefs Alumn Christian Okoye, Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation President Bernadine Bernette,
and Tohono O’odham Nation Chairman Ned Norris Jr., on Feb. 4, 2023. Kyle Knox/GRIN

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

When the two teams
competing in this year’s Su-
per Bowl landed at Phoenix
Sky Harbor Airport on Sun-
day, Feb. 5, tribal leaders
from Arizona were on hand
to greet them. Governor
Stephen Roe Lewis, Tohono
O’odham Nation Chairman
Ned Norris Jr., Fort McDow-
ell Yavapai Nation President
Bernadine Bernette, and
Ak-Chin Indian Communi-
ty Chairman Robert Miguel
welcomed the Kansas City
Chiefs and Philadelphia Ea-
gles to the Valley.

Kansas City Chiefs in-
tern Myltin Bighorn from the
Fort Peck Indian Reservation
joined the tribal leaders upon

SN ANNUAL FAIR AND RODEO

arrival. Bighorn said he was
pleased to see the leaders in
attendance and expressed
how proud he was to serve as
an intern and travel with the
team for the big game.

The Super Bowl Host
Committee also treated ev-
eryone to a meet and greet
with NFL alums from both

teams: Christian Okoye,
Kansas City Chiefs, and Eric
Allen, Philadelphia Eagles.

This year’s Super Bowl
LVII was held Sunday, Feb.
12, at State Farm Stadium in
Glendale, where the Kansas
City Chiefs were victorious
over the Eagles, 38-35.

The Philidephia Eagles landed in Phoenix for Super
Bowl LVII on Feb. 4, 2023. Kyle Knox/GRIN

Mul-CHU-TH

SPORTS EVENTS
SAVE THE DATE

ELDER CHAIR VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
EVENT DATE: FEBRUARY 23, 2023

10-12 CO-ED YOUTH BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
EVENT DATE: MARCH 10-11, 2023

ALL NATIVE MEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
EVENT DATE: MARCH 17-18, 2023

ALL NATIVE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
EVENT DATE: MARCH 17-18, 2023

ADDITIONAL DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED
AS EVENT DATE APPROACHES.

FOR. MORE INFORMATION CONTACT WELLNESS CENTER AT (520) 562-2026

OR EMAIL WELLMESS.CENTERB'GRIC.NSMN.US

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

THE GILA RIVER ROYALTY COMMITTEE

Number of Vacancies Term of Service Deadline

Community members interested in serving on the Gila River Royalty Committee
(GRRC) must submit a Letter of Interest to the Communications & Public Affairs
Office, (include your address and phone number). Provided below is the GRRC
Purpose and Terms of Membership outlining the qualifications, duties &
responsibilities of the positions.

The purpose of the Gila River Royalty Committee shall be to coordinate the annual
Gila River Royalty Pageant as well as oversee the travel itinerary and coordinating
activities within the Gila River Indian Community, State of Arizona agencies, and
organizations throughout the United States.

Membership to the Gila River Royalty Committee shall be
open to any former Miss Gila River title holders

Members of the Gila River Royalty Committee are expected to maintain a positive
attitude and influence to the Gila River Royalty.

Letters of interest can be submitted:
Executive Office
PO Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

By Mail to :
Executive Office
Attn: Royalty Committee
P.O. Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

By E-mail to:
missgilariver@gric.nsn.us

For more information please contact: 520-562-9840

WDIAN ¢
Q‘(«‘ ’b,;,
<,

O

2

cO P af

CILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

TRIBAL EDUCATION

ANNUAL FAIR AND RODEO

Mur-Cau-THA

March 17-19, 2023
CALLING ALL STUDENTS!

The Tribal Education Department invites Gila River
Indian Community youth (grades 4-12) to enter the
Tribal Education Art and Essay Contest!

Theme:
"Celebrating Our Strengths And Resilience As One"

Important Dates & Times:

Entries are due no later than 5 PM, March 3, 2023.
Following judging, notification to finalists will take
place on or before March 14th. All winners will be
announced during Community Day celebrations,
March 17, 2023, at the Fairgrounds

Winner Categories:

Each Contest will have winners in the following grade levels.
e 4th _ 5th: {st Prize, 2" Prize & 3 Prize
e 6t - 8th: 1st Prize, 2" Prize & 3 Prize
e Oth - 12th; 1st Prize, 2"d Prize & 3 Prize
NO LATE ENTRIES!

Contact the Tribal Education Department for more information at 520-562-3662 ¢ www.gricted.com

Page7
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HUHUGAM HERITAGE CENTER

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

Auppa Hiosig Mashath

Submitted by
Huhugam Heritage Center

The name for this month
references the blooming of
the Cottonwood which pro-
duces pale green blossoms
that hang from the branch-
es. After pollination, these
blossoms will develop into
catkins, which will hang in
grape-like bunches called
auppa haupulthag and are
easily recognized. This
month several other plants
start to produce fruits such
as u’us chevathbad (Gray-
thorn) which produces small
purple-black berries that are
about the size of a pony bead
and contain a hard seed-pit
inside. Another plant that
produces berries is kua:vul
(Wolfberry) which produc-
es juicy red berries that are
about the size of a dime.
O’otham named the area just
north of St. Johns s-kua:vu-
lik (place of many Wolfber-
ries). When we were young
we all helped Lulu'u (ma-
ternal Grandmother) gather
the fruits of u’us chevathbad
and kua:vul. Lulu’u always

knew where the plants grew
that produced the best ber-
ries. We traveled in a small
group of young boys and girls
with Lulu’u leading the way
with her ever-present walking
stick carved from a sturdy
piece of va:pai (dried cactus
rib). We each carried an item
of importance such as vaso
(bucket), vakuafi (canteen)
and i:ks (square of canvas).
When we collected berries
we placed the i:ks under the
bush and beat the branches
with sticks and Lulu’u would
reach the higher branches
with her longer va:pai. Once
enough berries were shook
lose we would gather up the
i:ks by the corners and poured
the berries into the vaso. We
collected berries from four
to six bushes, enough to fill
the vaso to the brim. Once
we had gotten home Lulu’u
instructed our older sister
to “Ha vapkuan heg u’us
chevathbad 1i:bthaj!” (Wash
the u’us chevathbad fruits!)
Then we all went outside and
sat under our tree and ate the
fresh berries together. We spat
out the hard seed-pits and ate

only the soft sweet fruit pulp.
When we went after kua:vul,
Lulu’u always made kuavul
hithod (Wolfberry pudding)
out of the berries, which we
often had for desert after din-
ner. She always reminded us
not to eat too many raw ber-
ries because “Tho chuchko
heg ‘em thatham.” (It would
stain your teeth black). Today
many O’otham families still
enjoy this practice and are
transmitting this knowledge
to the youth. This month
our word match will feature
plants that that are edible, or
produce fruits. We encourage
you to learn these words and
use them in your everyday
lives. Plant names and fruits
may be slightly different be-
tween the villages. A4 Spe-
cial Thank you to community
Elders, whose knowledge
of edible plants and berries
that made this article possi-
ble. Additional source related
from At the Deserts Green
Edge: An Ethnobotany of the
Gila River Pima, University
of Arizona Press, 1997.

Word Match
Solution on Page 11

Auppa Hiosig Mashath: Match the plants with its fruit or leaves.

kuavul

U’us chevathbad

auppa haupulthag

hannam

onk i:vak

opoi

Photographs Courtesy Robert Johnson

WORLD CHAM

HO

DANCE CONTEST

Z3IRD

FEBRUARY 18 & 19

2023

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18™
9AM TO 5PM

Gila River Broadcasting Corporation is proud to be
the official production company for the

33RD ANNUAL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
HOOP DANCE CONTEST

Watch LIVE on GRBC CHANNEL 29.1
Stream on Facebook: @GILARIVERTV or @HEARDMUSEUM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19™
9AM TO 5PM
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“I:b’thak Tash” Celebrates Heart Health Month

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

February marks Amer-
ican Heart Month—a time
to be mindful of cardiovas-
cular health—and thanks to
GRIC’s Tribal Recreation
and Wellness Center (TRW),
Community members
did just that with the first
“I:b’thak Thash” (Heart Day
in O’otham) on Feb. 10.

“This whole thing is to
raise awareness on heart dis-
ease and how easy it is to pre-
vent it,” said Javonni Molina,
fitness instructor for TRW
who coordinated the event
with staff and volunteers.

Heart disease is among
the leading causes of death
for Native Americans in
addition to cancer and
COVID-19, according to
the CDC. Risk factors such
as high blood pressure, high
cholesterol, obesity and
smoking can increase the
chances of heart disease.

SR

I:b’thak Tash kicked off with Zumba and two-mile run/walk at the Fairgrounds in
Sacaton. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Molina shared how to
help prevent heart disease
and heart attacks with a
healthful diet and daily ex-
ercise.

I:b’thak Thash began
with a mid-morning Zumba
(dance-fitness) session led by

Burrito Lewis and all participants in the 2-mile run/walk
recieved a commorative t-shirts. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Whitney Sharpe, fitness in-
structor for District 6, at the
Sacaton Fairgrounds. Nearly
20 participants got moving
during Zumba, followed by
a two-mile run/walk around
the fairgrounds. All partic-
ipants were given I[:b’thak
Thash t-shirts.

Burrito Lewis, District
5, has been doing Zumba
for seven years and attends
any Zumba event held in the
Community.

“I try to encourage ev-
erybody,” said Lewis. I
just try to support the Well-
ness Center. When they have
events, I try to get everyone
out or attend myself.”

Lewis and others were
excited to see an event like
this bring people together
again. All attendees were en-

couraged to wear red or pink
to raise awareness of cardio-
vascular disease.

The I:b’thak Thash
Fashion Show was held that
evening at the District 5 Ser-
vice Center, after the location
was changed due to gusty
winds throughout the day at
the fairgrounds.

The show began with a
musical performance by Jay
“ITIWAA” Mercado.

“Today’s event is all
about promoting heart health
in the community, and there’s
nothing more fitting than
having me here,” said II-
WAA. ““IIWAA’ is the Pee
Posh word for heart, and
that’s where my artist name

comes from. It’s my first time =

performing in the Communi-
ty, and I could not be happier

to be here for our people and
just support[ing] the Com-
munity event.”

Antonio Davis, District
5, served as master of cere-
mony for the event.

Open to anyone will-
ing to show off their red/
pink attire, the show featured
nearly 20 models of all ages
displaying their best formal,
semi-formal or traditional
wear.

Miss Gila River Kelsey
Martinez escorted her infant
niece, Brianna Pablo, down
the runway. Martinez also
made the pink traditional
style wrap dress Pablo wore.

GRIC designer Joanne
Miles-Long also had four of
her outfits showcased.

“It’s amazing,” said

Sarah Mercado, District 7.
“It’s a great way for wom-
en to showcase their style.

I’ve never seen styles like
this.” She added that she was
“definitely grateful for our
community for being able to
provide this type of stuff.”
Sarah’s young daughter,
Harper, appeared in the fash-
ion show along with her aunt,
Michelle Mercado.

“We’re really excited
about this event, and so we
made dresses and got all
ready and came out,” Mer-
cado said, “Everyone looked
beautiful in their dresses,
coming down the runway; it
was really fun to see all the
kids come out, too.”

She explained, “We do
have a lot of history of car-
diac diseases in our family,
and we are trying to make
the change so that way, we
could set it up better for not
only ourselves, but our for
our kids.”

LR LT
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Sarah Camille Chiago showcases an outfit made by
Joanne Miles-Long. Photo Courtesy of Tribal Recreation

and Wellness

From the front
page

ting youths active and
learning the sport funda-
mentals of golf. Youths
trained alongside profes-
sional Native American
golfers and N7 ambassa-
dors Notah Begay III and
Gabby Lemieux and for-
mer major league baseball
player Jacoby Ellsbury.
“It’s been amazing,
because they really helped

us out, and I learned a lot
about my stance and for-
mation,” said GRIC youth
Aaliyah Antone, District 3.
“These camps are amazing,
and you really improve on
everything you know al-
ready.”

“It’s such an inspira-
tion for these kids,” said
Crystal Dixon, whose chil-
dren attended the camps.

“I’m grateful for the
Community for providing
these camps for our youth;
it’s such a benefit for them
that I never had as a kid.”

Professional golfer Gabby Lemieux and GRIC youth
Jada Young after completing one of the training
sessions. Kyle Knox/GRIN

The second Play In-
spired Sports Camp for
football was held Friday,
Feb. 10 at Salt River High
School. Fifty GRIC youths
and 200 others participat-
ed.

Gov. Lewis provided a
welcome at the beginning
of the camp to encourage
the youth to pursue their
athletic aspirations.

“I’m so proud to be
here with you tonight on
the Salt River Pima-Mar-
icopa Indian Community,
among our relatives,” said
Gov. Lewis, “Remember
the value system that you
learn playing sports and
that each and every single
one of you have a sacred
gift to give to make the
world a better place.”

Organizers led the par-
ticipants through various
training modules, exercises
and drills to help learn or
improve their skills.

Professional athletes
Jeremy Chinn, Christian
Watson, Trey McBride,

and Jacoby Ellsbury led
the various activity sta-
tions throughout the night,

which was a treat for the
youths.

Rounding out the
night, NFL wide receiver
Davante Adams provided
closing remarks. He shared
how important it was to
play multiple sports ear-
ly on to learn what works
best and stressed the im-
portance of education for
young athletes. He noted

that his high school aca-
demics affected his college
prospects and forced him
to take his schooling seri-
ously.

Adams also attribut-
ed his success to his work
ethic and finding the right
people to push him and
support his goals in high
school, college and the
NFL.

“Understand that the
work and details you give
is what sets everyone
apart,” Adams said, “but if
you really want to push it
to the next level, the details
and work you put in in the
offseason, the times when
no one is looking, is the
most important.”

Davante Adams shares his experiences as a professional football player and the
importance of school and practice for all the the youth at the end of the camp. Kyle
Knox/GRIN
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GRIC’s Judicial System Becomes Model for Other Tribes

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

In a historic moment for
tribal cooperation, the Na-
tional Council of Juvenile
and Family Court Judges
(NCJFCJ) partnered with the
Gila River Indian Communi-
ty Court to share information
and provide training for new
and current employees work-
ing in the judicial and child
welfare field.

The event was held from
8 am. to 4 p.m. Feb. 15 at
the District 3 Multipurpose
building in Sacaton.

NCIJFCJ is the oldest ju-
dicial membership organiza-
tion in the country, providing
all judges, courts, and related
agencies involved with juve-
nile, family, and domestic vi-
olence cases with the knowl-
edge and skills to improve
the lives of the families and
children who seek justice.

The Community Court
serves roughly 20,000 GRIC
members and has a staff of
58. The chief judge and five
aassociate judges are elected
into office by the people of
the Community and serve

three-year terms. Two Chil-
dren’s Court judges are ap-
pointed by the Tribal Council
and serve four-year terms.

Nearly all GRIC judg-
es are enrolled Community
members, which was import-
ant to the NCJFC]J.

“That’s not very normal
in Indian country—they’re
usually non-natives” who
don’t live on or come from
the communities they serve,
said Christina Andrews (Hia-
Ced O’odham), site manager
for the NCJFCIJ. “But GRIC
has a really good judicial sys-
tem to model.”

Andrews oversees trib-
al courts across the United
States, including on the Gila
River Indian Community.
“The judges decided that
they really wanted to train
the new people here,” she
said. “We all came togeth-
er. We’ve been planning
this for maybe three months
now. It started small, and
it’s now grown to include
all the attorneys, judges and
leadership.” Andrews added,
“What we’re learning from
here hopefully will be repli-
cated for other tribes across

the United States.”

Office of the General
Counsel, Children’s Court,
Tribal Social Services, and
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis,
were some of those present
for the training and provided
overviews of their depart-
ments and services.

Much of the training
focused on the Indian Child
Welfare Act (ICWA), and
how it’s been implemented
into GRIC and the overall
growing concern over its
future. NCJFC Judge Bill
Thorne provided the history
of the ICWA.

In 1978, the United
States Congress enacted
ICWA to address the forced
removal policies and practic-
es that resulted in separation
of nearly 35 percent of Indian
children from their families
and communities and their
placement with non-Indian
foster and adoptive homes.

ICWA governs state
child-custody  proceedings
in multiple ways, including
recognizing Tribal jurisdic-
tion over decisions for their
Indian children, establishing
minimum federal standards

GRIC Judicial Departments and fellow tribes convened for a day of work sessions
and training at the District 3 Multipurpose Building in Sacaton. Emma Hughes/GRIN

5 SIMPLE WAYS TO STAY

¥ NATIONAL
STAYING HEALTHY

MONTH!

HEALTHY

1. Water fights off heart attacks

%

\
Drinking enough water and staying hydrated can help \
reduce the chances of heart attack by 40% if you drink =
at least five glasses of water a day.

2. Reduce sitting & sleeping

Move more, sit less and get 7 to 8 hours of sleep.

)'.
< |} 3.Eat healthy foods

S/
e

h
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Add more colors to your plate, protein foods, and stay within your
daily calorie needs.

14. Brush your teeth

Brush twice a day, floss your teeth, and attend dentist checkups

regularly.

5. Learn your health history

\\\¢\\‘

Tribal Health Department
Community Health Education Program

https://www.cdc. icdi: /infographi

520-562-5100

Collect your family health history and share with your doctor at your
next visit to help reduce any health risk.

/healthy-spring.htm

for the removal of Indian
children from their families,
establishing preferences for
placement of Indian children
with extended family or oth-
er tribal families, and institut-
ing protections to ensure that
birth parents’ voluntary relin-
quishments of their children
are truly voluntary.

For decades, ICWA has
provided the gold standard
on child welfare practic-
es. But ICWA is now under
threat because the Haaland
vs. Brackeen federal suit
seeks to overturn ICWA on
the grounds of racial discrim-
ination.

“If we look at the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court
with Roe vs. Wade, how they
overturned it, there’s this fear
in Indian country that ICWA
may be overturned as well,
which would then overturn
us as a political entity,” said
Andrews.

She added, “T think it’s
empowering, because Gila
River is indigenizing ICWA.
They’re saying there’s a lot
of good things in ICWA,” in-
cluding allowing Native chil-
dren to remain in their cul-
ture and with their families.

Children’s Court Judge
Antoinette Enos and Trib-
al Social Services Christina
Lopez presented on ICWA
in the Community, active ef-
forts, perspectives between
tribes and state, and possible
outcomes of the Haaland vs.

Children’s Court Judge Antoinette Enos discusses the
Community’s gold standard. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Brackeen case.

Nola Taken Alive, who
serves as an at-large member
of the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribal Council, participated
in the training along with two
of her fellow tribal members.
She worked in the field of
child welfare and served as a
youth substance abuse coun-
selor until she was elected.
“We can’t really have a gov-
ernment unless we are tak-
ing care of our children and
we’re looking generations
down the road,” Taken Alive
said, “We have to ensure that
our children are taken care
of.”

Director for Child Pro-
tection Services for the
Standing Rock Tribe Rachel
Thompson said they received
a tribal court improvement
grant and attended to see
what other tribes are doing.
They were able to meet with
GRIC judges prior to the
training and toured the Com-

munity’s judicial court build-
ing and operations.

“It’s amazing to listen to
the judges, and how they go
through their court systems,
and how they’re working
with our families, and how
they’re coming down to the
levels of the parent and just
saying, ‘What can we do to
help you?”” Thompson said.
“That, to me, is amazing.
This is the first time I've
ever seen any court do that
before.”

Thompson and Taken
Alive also discussed staffing
issues and lack of funding
available within their own
tribe.

She added, “I found it
inspiring, and I’'m glad that
GRIC has a good governor
who is actually in attendance
and understands the impor-
tance of supporting our chil-
dren and taking care of our
children; protecting our chil-
dren and our families.”

NATURAL GAS LINES

can be buried anywhere, even in areas where homes don’t use natural gas. So it’s
important that EVERYONE knows how to recognize and respond to a natural gas

leak, wherever they are.

A LEAK MAY BE PRESENT IF YOU:

SMELL:

a distinct sulfur-like odor,
similar to rotten eggs, even if
it’s faint or momentary.

IF YOU SUSPECT A LEAK

HEAR:

a hissing or roaring coming
from the ground, above-
ground pipeline, or natural gas
appliance.

SEE:

dirt or water blowing into the
air, unexplained dead or dying
grass or plants, or standing
water continuously bubbling.

Exit the area or building immediately. Tell others to evacuate and leave doors open.

From a safe place, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020, day or night,
whether you’re a customer or not. A Southwest Gas representative will be
there as soon as possible.

Don’t smoke or use matches or lighters.

- Don’t turn on or off electrical switches, thermostats, or appliance controls; or do
anything that could cause a spark.

- Don’t start or stop an engine, or use automated (garage) doors.

For more information about natural gas safety visit

swgas.com/safety

or call

@0

SOUTHWEST GRS
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Auppa Hiosig Mashath: Match the plants with its fruit or leaves.
kuavul
U’us chevathbad
Scan (R to Register
i £ Registration Closes
Al FEBRUARY 20, 2023 iy o s
auppa haupulthag AN t U
h ‘Fred insulatad water bottlas to
annam ¢ the first 40 players registered!
| Hﬂl‘ﬂ"‘ SHAGKS Ployers must registaf individually!
AVAILABLE TO THOSE )
ADULTS (18+ YEARS) { IN ATTENDANCE Requirements:
KIDS (10-13 YEARS) b OWHILE SUPPLIES LAST Must be registered with a
onk izvak 8 TEAMS PER (ATEGORY. .~ ™ ¥ federally recognized tribe.
“ & One female minimum per
m ,” roster and on the court.
e
‘ J"-Iud v Maximum 3 player roster
opoii r, ey Must check-in with team by
10 AM no later.
: AT
Photographs Courtesy Robert Johnson For any additional informalion or questions please email
Shaine Boyd. THD@gric.nsn.us

February 2022 - Monthly Recipe brought to you by GRIC Nutrition Coalition

\Watermelon
AQua lresca
Tngtedonts:

Courtesy of GreenHeallyl dting
o 2-3 cups cubed watermelon

o 4 cups water \& ) E
o 1lime Q;u.st the t}umg,) N :'«_-___cf:-’:‘"‘}

(Optional: add a sweetener of your choice (i.e., honey, agave, monkfruit, stevia, etc.))

o Add watermelon cubes, water, hnwgwucf,to a blender; blend. on high until
completely dissolved.
o Strain the watermelon juice and. discard. any pulp (optional step)
o Serve over ice or setin fridge to cool and. serve
o (Add sweetener to taste, { needed, may be jine without sweetener)

Nutrition Facts: Per Serving (recipe yields 4 servings)
Calories: 28kcal | Carbohydrates: 8g | Protein: 1g | Fat: 1g | Saturated fat: 1g | Sodium: 13mg |
Potassium: 102mg | Fiber: 1g | Sugar: 5g | Vitamin A: 432IU | Vitamin C: 11mg | Calcium: 18mg | Iron: 1mg

For any addition information or guestions, please contact the Community Health Nutrition Program @ 520-562-5126
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL ACTION SHEETS

Courtesy of the Community Council Secretary’s Office *Feb. 01,2023

ACTION SHEET

Community Council; P.O. Box 2138; Sacaton,
Arizona 85147; Phone (520) 562-9720; Fax
(520) 562-9729

CALL TO ORDER

The First Regular Monthly Meeting of the
Community Council held Wednesday, Febru-
ary 1, 2023, in the Community Council Cham-
bers at the Governance Center in Sacaton,
Arizona was called to order by Governor Ste-
phen R. Lewis at 9:06 a.m.

INVOCATION

Provided by Councilman Joey Whitman
ROLL CALL

Council Secretary Shannon White called the
roll

Executive Officers Present:

Governor Stephen R. Lewis

Lt. Governor Monica Antone

Council Members Present:

D1- Joey Whitman; D2- Ann Lucas; D3- Av-
ery White, Rodney Jackson; D4- Christopher
Mendoza, Jennifer Allison, Nada Celaya, Re-
gina Antone(9:08); D5- Marlin Dixon, Brian
Davis, Sr. (9:10); D6- Charles Goldtooth, Ter-
rance Evans(9:08); D7- Devin Redbird
Council Members Attending via WebEx Plat-
form:

D1-Arzie Hogg

D5-James De La Rosa

D6-Anthony Villareal, Sr.

Council Members Absent:

D5- Wahlean Riggs

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO ADD UN-
FINISHED BUSINESS #2 REQUEST FOR
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING REGARDING
THE FINAL INVESTIGATIVE REPORT RE-
GARDING THE CODE OF CONDUCT COM-
PLAINT ON COUNCILWOMAN WAHLEAN
RIGGS

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO ACCEPT
REPORTS #1, #2, AND #3; ACCEPT AND
APPROVE RESOLUTIONS #1 AND #2; AND
ACCEPT AND APPROVE NEW BUSINESS
#5 ON THE CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE
THE REGULAR AGENDA AS AMENDED
PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS

1. Gila River Farms General Manager Intro-
duction

Presenters: Benito Alvarez, Jr., Kimberly
Fisher, Gila River Farm Board
COUNCILWOMAN JENNIFER ALLISON IN-
TRODUCED THE NEW GENERAL MANAG-
ER WHO BEGAN EMPLOYMENT WITH THE
GILA RIVER FARMS IN DECEMBER. MR.
BENITO ALVAREZ, JR. IS THANKFUL FOR
THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THIS ORGA-
NIZATION. HE HAS OVER THIRTY YEARS
OF COMMERCIAL TRIBAL FARMING EX-
PERIENCE WITH THE TOHONO O’ODHAM
FARMING AUTHORITY AND IS EXCITED

FOR THIS NEW OPPORTUNITY. VARIOUS
COUNCIL MEMBERS, LT. GOVERNOR
MONICA ANTONE, AND GOVERNOR STE-
PHEN R. LEWIS WELCOMED MR. ALVAREZ
AND CONGRATULATED HIM ON HIS NEW
POSITION. THEY LOOK FORWARD TO
SEEING GREAT THINGS FROM THE GILA
RIVER FARMS.

2. Introduction — Department of Environmen-
tal Quality Director, Ms. Lisa Gover
Presenters: Michael Preston, Lisa Gover

MR. MICHAEL PRESTON, ASSISTANT COM-
MUNITY MANAGER INTRODUCED MS. LISA
GOVER AND PROVIDED AN OVERVIEW
OF MS. GOVER'S WORK HISTORY. MS.
GOVER HAS A DIVERSE BACKGROUND
IN TRIBAL GOVERNMENT AND FEDER-
AL AND STATE RELATIONS. MS. GOVER
POSSESSES A DEGREE IN POLITICAL
SCIENCE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
MEXICO, SCHOOL OF LAW. SHE IS THE
PROUD MOTHER OF FIVE CHILDREN AND
GRANDMOTHER OF EIGHT GRANDCHIL-
DREN. MS. GOVER IS GRATEFUL FOR
THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE GILA
RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY AND PROUD
TO WORK WITH THE GRIC DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY. THE DEQ
TEAM HAS NATIONAL RECOGNITION AS A
LEADING ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY. MS.
GOVER HOPES TO CONTINUE THAT LEG-
ACY AND IS EXCITED TO WORK FOR GILA
RIVER. VARIOUS COUNCIL MEMBERS, LT.
GOVERNOR MONICA ANTONE, AND GOV-
ERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS WELCOMED
MS. GOVER AND LOOK FORWARD TO
WORKING WITH HER.

REPORTS

>1. Finance Department FY2022 Annual Re-
port

Presenters: Treasurer Gary T. Mix, Elizabeth
Bohnee

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>2. 1st Quarter Pee-Posh Veterans’ Associa-
tion Budget Report

Presenters: Arnie Bread, Sr., Veronica Kinsel
ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>3.  Community  Technology  Center
FY2022/2023 1st Quarter Report

Presenter: Connie Jackson

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. WHPDA FY23 1st Quarter Report
Presenters: Elizabeth Antone, Michelle Bow-
man

REPORT HEARD

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO GO INTO
EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR REPORTS #5
AND #6

5. Gila River Gaming Enterprises, Inc. Month-
ly Report December 2022 (Executive Session)
Presenters: Kenneth Manuel, Dominic Oroz-
co, Richard Strafella, Tony DeMark

HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILARIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: AMMON LEWIS
CASE Number: PB-2022-0061-MT

CIVIL NOTICE OF HEARING: Please take notice that
a(n) Answer/Response Hearing has been scheduled

in the Gila River Indian Community Court. This matter]
has been scheduled at the place and time set fourth:
Monday, March 13, 2023 at 9:30 AM in Courtroom |,
AKIMEL O’OTHAM LODITHA KUO KiI,

721 West Seed Farm Road, Sacaton, AZ.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Gila River Indian|
Community in the State of Arizona.
DATED this 18th day of January, 2023

COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
TO: JOYCE DELEON-PHILLIPS

Petitioner/Plaintiff VS.

RUSSELL RANDALL, Respondent/Defendant
CASE Number: CV-2008-0435-ZPT

CIVIL NOTICE OF HEARING:

Please take notice that a(n) Motion Hearing has been
scheduled in the Gila River Indian Community Court.
This matter has been scheduled at the place and
time set forth: Monday, March 13, 2023 at 11:00 AM
in Courtroom I, AKIMEL O’OTHAM LODITHA KUD KiI,
721 West Seed Farm Road, Sacaton, AZ.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Gila River Indian
Community in the State of Arizona.

DATED this 30th day of January, 2023

COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
TO: COUNTRY CLUB CARS,

Petitioner/Plaintiff VS.

IAMBER DAWN LEWIS, Respondent/Defendant
CASE Number: CV-2022-0112-MO

CIVIL NOTICE OF HEARING:

Please take notice that a(n) Answer/Response Hearing
has been scheduled in the Gila River Indian Communit
Court. This matter has been scheduled at the place]
and time set forth: Monday, March 27, 2023 at 9:20
AM in Courtroom |, AKIMEL O’OTHAM LODITHA
KUD Kl, 721 West Seed Farm Road, Sacaton, AZ.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Gila River Indian
Community in the State of Arizona.

DATED this 31st day of January, 2023

6. December 31, 2022 Schedule of Invest-
ments Report (Executive Session)

Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix

HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO EXIT EX-
ECUTIVE SESSION

RESOLUTIONS

>1. A Resolution Approving The Gila River
Indian Community 2022 Feral Horse Manage-
ment Plan (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenters: Lt. Governor Monica Antone,
Ryan Eberle, Kimberly Antone, Desirae De-
schine, Thomas Murphy, Ashton Lynch, Wil-
liam Morago
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT APPROVAL
OF AGENDA
>2. A Resolution Approving And Ratifying The
Construction Agreement Between The Gila
River Indian Community And Penta Building
Group To Construct The Santan Mountain
Casino (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda; EDSC concurs)
Presenters: Barney Enos, Jr., Bartley Harris,
Steve Heeley
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT APPROVAL
OF AGENDA
3. A Resolution Approving A Memorandum Of
Agreement Between The Gila River Indian
Community Tribal Education Department And
Skyline Gila River (ESC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval; G&MSC
concurs)

Presenters: Isaac Salcido, Lance Reyna
APPROVED

ORDINANCES

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Council Retreat Update

Presenter: Shannon White

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO WAIVE
THE 50 MILE RADIUS FOR ATTENDEES
[ADDENDUM TO AGENDA]

2. Request for Special Council meeting re-
garding the Code of Conduct complaint filed
on Councilwoman Wahlean Riggs

Presenter: Shannon White

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO HOLD A
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING FEBRUARY
23, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

NEW BUSINESS

1. Housing Advisory Committee Appointment

— District Four (G&MSC forwards to Council
with corrections under New Business with a
recommendation to appoint Merold Porter)
Presenter: Derwin Cooper

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPOINT
MR. MEROLD PORTER TO THE HOUSING
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR DISTRICT
FOUR

2. FY2023 Revenue Internal Audit (RIA) 1st
Quarter Report (Executive Session) (G&MSC
forwards to Council under New Business with
a recommendation to accept)

Presenter: Dena Thomas

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO ACCEPT
NEW BUSINESS #2 AND #3

3. FY2023 Gaming Internal Audit (GIA) 1st
Quarter Report (Executive Session) (G&MSC
forwards to Council under New Business with
a recommendation to accept)

Presenter: Dena Thomas

ACCEPTED AT NEW BUSINESS #2

4. Doctor of Nursing Program Quality Improve-
ment Awareness- Based Project (H&SSC for-
wards to Council under New Business with
recommendation for Council support)
Presenters: GRHC Board of Directors, Joy
Martin, Susan Kelley, Dr. Anthony Santiago
MOTION MADE AND SECCOND TO SUP-
PORT THE DOCTOR OF NURSING PRO-
GRAM QUALITY IMPROVEMENT AWARE-
NESS PROGRAM

>5. CCDF Plan for 2023-2025 (ESC for-
wards to Council for FYI and placement on
the consent agenda)

Presenters: Isaac Salcido; Philana Thinn
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT APPROVAL
OF AGENDA

MINUTES

1. March 4, 2022 (Special)

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE
2. January 18, 2023 (Regular)

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

. SPECIAL GOVERNMENT & MAN-
AGEMENT STANDING COMMITTEE MEET-
ING WILL BE HELD THURSDAY, FEBRUARY
2,2023 AT 9:00 A.M.

. HOUSING OWNERS TEAM WILL
BE HELD THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2023
AT 1:00 P.M.

ADJOURNMENT

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:08 A.M.

* Denotes TABLED from previous meeting(s)
> Denotes a CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
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Income Tax Season

The Gila River Indian Community Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) site will be open
February 6, 2023 through April 18, 2023

In order to best serve the Community, we will be changing our
drop-off & pick-up times as follows:

Drop-off and Pick-up of tax documents
Will be at the Sacaton Governance Center
(Lobby Area)

Monday through Thursday
10am - 2pm

FRIDAYS are designated for PICK-UP only
10am - 2pm
A RIA tent will be outside in the Parking Lot

Forms are available at site and on www.mygilariver.com

If you have any questions, please don’t hestistae to call our office at
(520) 562-9550.
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ADVENTUROUS ANTELOPE CANYON TOURS ESTABLISHES IKG AIR, LLC
The First Navajo-Owned Aviation Company Providing Air Services and Tours

PAGE, Ariz. (Febru-
ary 7, 2023) — Adventurous
Antelope Canyon Tours
(Adventurous) is proud to
announce its establishment
of IKG Air, LLC (IKG Air).
This will be the first 100%
Navajo owned aviation
company providing air ser-
vices and tours throughout
the region with its helicop-
ter and fixed wing division.

The goal of the Nava-
jo-owned air company is to
offer air service and tours
to Sedona and the Grand
Canyon area, expanding
the tour offerings to high-
ly visited Arizona destina-

division is an important
step for our company as we
expand into a new era,” said
IKG Air Chief Operations
Officer Lionel Bigthumb.
“As a tribal-owned busi-
ness, we are ready to step
onto the global stage to
showcase ourselves as a
unique, and culturally re-
sponsible tour operator,
offering air services and
tour packages to the most
gorgeous and iconic desti-
nations in the world.”
Located in LeChee,
Arizona, Antelope serves
as an important tourism
gateway to the Navajo Na-

Lionel Bigthumb in helicopter. Photo courtesy of Chuck

Howe

tions. Air operations and
tours are scheduled to be-
gin in the 2nd quarter 2023.

“The creation of our
new tour routes and aircraft

tion, whose land base spans
over 27,000 miles, extend-
ing into Utah and New
Mexico. With its key prox-
imity to tribal landmarks

and nearby trail systems,
Adventurous has attracted
nature lovers and tourists
alike, who have booked
photographic  expeditions
into the canyon’s sandstone
wash basin since 2009.

Last winter, Adventur-
ous escorted photographers
from the National Football
League into Rattlesnake
Canyon for a photo shoot,
capturing breathtaking
images of the landscape,
which is on décor, bill-
boards etc. around Arizona
to millions during the Big
Game and will be used to
promote tourism in the re-
gion. Additionally, their
new ground shuttle and
open-air vehicle tour of
Monument Valley Navajo
Tribal Park opened Decem-
ber 2022.

Bolstered by its new
tour offerings and latest
campaign, the company
hopes to further tap into the
$14 billion Native tourism
industry, a figure cited by
the American Indian Alas-
ka Native Tourism Associ-
ation (AIANTA) in its 2021
economic impact report.
Adventurous will be head-
ing to the GoWest Summit
in Anchorage, Alaska at the
end of the month.

Moving forward, An-
telope wants visitors from

Rattlesnake Canyon. Photo courtesy of Danny Upshaw

around the world to learn
about the 22 federally rec-
ognized tribal nations,
whose ancestral homelands
are in the state, and bring
tourism dollars to those
tribal communities.

“We have an oppor-
tunity to tell our authen-
tic stories respectfully, as
we take on an incredible
responsibility to serve as
cultural caretakers and
ambassadors of our tribal
communities,” said Ad-
venturous Marketing Di-
rector Jeremy Arviso. “As
a Navajo-owned tour oper-
ator, we bring our cultural
knowledge to visitors who

may not know our story,
and can learn more about
us, which in turn can lead
to greater understanding of
our people.”
Adventurous
lope Canyon Tours
* What: 1 hour to 3-hour
tours with options for Up-
per Antelope Canyon, Owl
Canyon and/or Rattlesnake
Canyon.
e When: Year-round, but
dependent on weather.
* Price: Starts at $102 per
person; Can vary depend-
ing on tour package.
* Website: adventurousan-
telopecanyon.com
Adventurous

Ante-

Mon-

CoMMUNITY WIDE - PART 1 CRIMES
(JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 13, 2023)

ument Valley Tours and
Shuttle Service
e What: 1.5 hour to 2.5-
hour long shuttle tours of
Monument Valley Tribal
Park.
* Where: Monument Valley
Navajo Tribal Park
¢ When: Year-round, but
dependent on weather.
* Price: Starts at $85 per
person; Can vary depend-
ing on tour package.
* Website: www.adventur-
ousmv.com

To learn more visit ad-
venturousantelopecanyon.
com.
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of e GRHC COVID-19 HOTLINE
’ aneclies 520 5306079
Mon. - Tues. Ca ,
District1S Cent
FEBRUARY TR o sevice coer

COVID | FLU VACCINE LOCATIONS Thursday D3 Head Start

February 23 9am- 2 pm

You may also visit any of the GRHC Primary Care
Departments for vaccines any time during regular

office hours. Saturday Hau’pal (Red Tail Hawk)

February 25 Health Center 10 am - 2 pm

Ol [0 SCAN FOR VACCINE
Fiem <<< INFORMATION Mon. - Tues. District 7 Service Center
IEI. February 27 - 28 9am-2pm

. . imes Lons:
Mob"e Onsrte

EVERY TUESDAY: 8 AM -4:30PM
Mammography Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital

(MOM) Seed Farm Pavilion Entrance

EVERY OTHER THURSDAY: 8 AM -4:30 PM
Hau’pal (Red Tail Hawk) Health Center
Medical Imaging Department

now provides services to
Gila River Health Care
patients!

To schedule an appointment, please contact Patricia at

(602) 528-1200 x 6280

;', 988 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE: CALL OR TEXT 988 GRIC CRISIS HOTLINE: 1-800-259-3449 ": 2
, _ i

NATIVE RECOVERY

THE 1{eJ.\>
OF SOBRIETY
IS CALLING

~ EXCLUSIVE

I ADDICTION TREATMENT
~ PROGRAM
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) Rt e 275m0. A Hot Car!
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M. @—grl ;3 INSTANT CREDIT APPROVAL
www.crossroadsauto.org

* Not Valid With Any Othe ﬂl‘fa #4220 Down Payment After Tax, Title Fees, Doc Fees and License. *** Subject ta Credit Approval.
Not all customers qualify lused napproved credit. Must presentad at time of purchase. Not all vehicles qualify. Ask manager for details.
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RODNEY
ATKINS

MAR 11 | 8PM

TRIBUTE TO
BOB SEGER
TURN THE PAGE

MAR 24 | 8PM
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GILA RIVEE Wild Horse Pass

RESORTS & CASINOS Lone Butte
VN Vee Quiva

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE WILD HORSE PASS BOX OFFICE AND PLAYATGILA.COM

f Yy ° d‘ ‘ @PlayAtGila | PlayAtGila.com | 800-WIN-GILA Owned and operated by the Gila River Indian Community




