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Honoring a Legacy: William “Billy” Allen Inducted
into the Casa Grande Union High School Hall of Fame

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

On Thursday, Sept. 14, Wil-
liam “Billy” Allen was inducted
into the Casa Grande Union High
School (CGUHS) Hall of Fame.
CGUHS bestowed this honor at a
Honoree Barbecue banquet, where
he shared the stage with six other
esteemed teachers who signifi-
cantly impacted their students at
CGUHS. Highlights of Billy Al-
len’s professional career were re-
cited during the banquet.

Billy was born in the old Sac-
aton hospital and raised in Va’aki
or Casa Blanca. For over three
decades, Allen served as a teacher
and coach, providing a fundamen-
tal role for the O’otham Commu-
nity, not only as a cultural edu-
cator but also as a mentor in the
lives of the students and athletes
he taught.

Mr. Allen received his bache-
lor’s degree in Secondary Educa-
tion in 1975 and spent a year and a
half with Sacaton Public Schools.
Along the way, he earned a Mas-
ter’s in Education in 1987, both
degrees were from Arizona State

University. He began at CGUHS
in 1977 and during those years he
taught American Indian/ O’otham
studies, American History, and
O’odham Language classes. Allen
retired in 2009.

“I feel honored,” said Al-
len, before receiving his award.
“I think the big thing that helped
was when we won the 1981 State
Cross Country Championship,”
he stated as he recalled the run-
ners on that team. Allen spent 20
years as the cross-country and
assistant track coach at CGUHS.
His coaching was simply sharing
his knowledge of track and cross
country gained from Manuel
Quintanar and George Young, of
Central Arizona College.

“Billy was the staple here in
our social studies department, he
taught at the very beginning in
what was called Indian Education
and he taught history. He shared
the love of his Community, the
love of the history of this country
with so many of the students; He
changed their lives,” said Donna

Continued on Page 6
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William “Billy” Allen is congratulated by Dr. Christopher Lineberry, Principal of Casa Grande Union

High School. Velia Moncada/GRIN

GRIC Hosts NAFOA Fall 2023 Finance & Tribal Economies
Conference at Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse Pass

On Oct. 3 David Dedong, Project Director, Pima-Maricopa Irrigation Project and Gov. Stephen Roe
Lewis served on a panel highlighting GRIC’s innovative water management, moderated by Don

Pongrace, Partner, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. Kyle Knox/GRIN

Gila River Indian News
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147

Change Service Requested

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Sacaton, AZ
Permit No. 25

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

The Native American Finan-
cial Officer Association kicked
oft its 2023 Fall Finance & Tribal
Economies Conference on Mon-
day, Oct. 2, at the Sheraton Grand
at Wild Horse Pass. For two days,
participants discussed the current
trends in tribal economic devel-
opment and shared resources with
tribal financial professionals and
tribal leaders, paving the way for
innovative new ways to approach
tribal economic developments.

On the first day, Gov. Stephen
Roe Lewis served as the opening
speaker, welcoming hundreds of
attendees to the Community as the
host site this year. And in true host
fashion, Community members
provided a cultural opening per-
formance by the Keli Akimel Hua
Modk Cudk Dam dance group and
color guard duties provided by the
Pee Posh Veterans Association
members and Ira H. Hayes Ameri-
can Legion Post 84.

“NAFOA offers best practic-
es for everyone in these settings
which is important because we’re
in a truly historic moment when
it comes to building out infra-
structure in Indian Country and
expanding our economic foot-
print,” said Gov. Lewis during
his opening remarks. “Innovation
and resiliency are what we want
to harness during this conference
and we’re honored to host you all
here, the largest in the history of
NAFOA, and offer our greetings
and hospitality.”

Later that morning, Gov.
Lewis served on the “An Inno-
vative Approach to Funding New
Construction in Indian Country”
panel, where he outlined the new
105(1) lease program. During this
time, Gov. Lewis shared how
the Community utilized this new
leaseback program from the fed-
eral government to build out the
Gila Crossing Community School,

Continued on Page 8
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Skateboard Trade Up Makes for a Great Evening in District 5

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

As the evening sky changed
into the night, at 6:00 p.m., the sky
painted a beautiful sunset among
the District 5 service center. GRIC
youth and adults skated onto the
premises of the basketball courts
to a newly custom-built mini ramp
and skateboard trade-up on Satur-
day, Sept. 16. Community-based
skateboard company Seven Layer
Army hosted the free event called
“Ridez for the Rez” to showcase
the donated skate ramp on be-
half of the Cowtown S.K.A.T.E.
non-profit.

The mini ramp was custom—
built for the “Skate Hemapai at the
Heard: Celebration of Skateboard-
ing, Culture, Art, and Commu-
nity” hosted by Cowtown Skate-
boards and Cowtown S.K.A.T.E
who partnered with Seven Layer
Army on June 17 of this year.
It was there that Trent Martin,
founder of Cowtown Skateboards,
Cowtown S.K.A.T.E, Gov. Ste-
phen Roe Lewis and Seven Layer
Army agreed to donate the skate
ramp to GRIC.

“We built this ramp with the
intent of building it to donate to an
Indigenous community, and we re-
ally wanted to donate it to District
5 in the Gila River Indian Com-
munity,” said Martin, mentioning
that the ramp was hand-painted by
Zachary Justin, District 6. They
felt it was appropriate to donate
the ramp to the artist’s homelands.

“We were trying to figure out
which district didn’t have a park
or anything to skate and it was
District 5. As it was in the mid-
dle of the Community, so we said

Jayden Savage shows off the new skateboard he
received in District 5 on Sept. 16. Velia Moncada/

GRIN

| A=

=
[

v

Paul Molina, Reuben Ringlero, Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis, and Trent Martin, founder of Cowtown
Skateboards and Cowtown S.K.A.T.E pose for a photo at the dedication of the new custom mini-skate
ramp at District 5. Velia Moncada/GRIN

bring the ramp to District 5,” said
Reuben Ringlero, District 6, and
of Seven Laver Army. He said he
was looking forward to presenting
the new mini ramp to the Com-
munity and offering new skaters
with new boards or current skat-
ers a chance to trade in their old
skateboards for a new board from
Cowtown S.K.A.T.E.

“I’m just so grateful that they
came out and did this for the dis-
trict, it’s nice seeing them support
our tribes. It brings joy to our
hearts,” said Victoria Ruiz, Dis-
trict 3. Ruiz brought her family

watching the youth skateboard.

Jayden Savage, from the Na-
vajo Nation, was also seen skat-
ing around the court with his new
Cowtown board. He said he at-
tended the event with his brother
as they both improved their skate-
boarding techniques.

The Rides for the Rez event
ended at 8:00 p.m. with Seven
Layer Army distributing skate-
boards and skate-related items
among the gathered attendees in
celebrations of the newest addi-
tion to District 5.

Dozens gather to swap out
their old skateboards for new
skateboards. Velia Moncada/
GRIN

to partake in the
event, sharing
her enjoyment
of the sport, and
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AND WE'RE HERE
T0 HELP!

WIC PROVIDES...

healthy food, nutrition
tips and connections to
resources. If you are pregnant,
a mom or dad, or caring for
children under 5, you can
get support for your family.

MORE CHOICES

Lots of organic options,
convenient foods like sliced
cheese and any fresh, frozen
or canned fruit and veggies.

Scan the QR Code at right or visit:

l GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY WIC
520.562.9698

Start your application for WIC today.

A representative from Cowtown’s non-profit
teaches a Community youth to balance and skate
board at Ridez for the Rez. Velia Moncada/GRIN

Corner of Pima & Sacaton Roads,

INTER TRIBAL COUNCIL OF ARIZONA, INC. Sacaton, AZ

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Skyline Gila River Mustangs
Show Promise at First Tackle
Football Home Game

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

As dusk approached on
Thursday, Sept. 28, the Sky-
line Gila River Mustangs
took to the field hosting
Heritage Gateway Academy
from Mesa. Under bright
lights and to roars of the
supporting crowd, the stage
was set for the first home
game of the Skyline Gila
River High School’s inau-
gural tackle football pro-
gram.

Community youth

comprise most of the foot-
ball first team, led by coach

o N T
P o e e G
Players await the onside
kick from the opposing
team during the second

half. Kyle Knox/GRIN

Darius Turner, for this sea-
son’s first-ever tackle foot-
ball season. The team has
two wins and two losses,
having defeated Heritage
Academy 34-28 at their first
home game.

Skyline Gila River
competes in the Canyon
Athletic Association. The
association is distinct, with
teams from across the re-
gion participating in eight-
man gameplay instead of
traditional 11-player match-
es on the field.

John Davis, District
5, was at the game to sup-
port his son, Ino Davis, and
nephew Dominik Arredon-
do. “This program is giving
our boys a healthy outlet
to be productive while in
school, so it’s good to see
how well they’re doing for
the first season,” said Davis.
He said he enjoys attend-
ing the games with fellow
GRIC members and sup-
porting their children as a
Community. Davis saw the
progress the boys had made
since the summer, and to
see them build off the expe-
rience each game presented
was gratifying.

Also spotted in the

cheering audience was Dis-
trict 4 member Trina Hart.
She attended to support the
team and her grandson, Eli-
jah Hart. She saw the school
go from flag football to
tackle and mentioned that
Elijah was having fun play-
ing tackle football. “We’re
a Community so everyone
should come out and get
involved and support our
youth because every little
bit helps, and I want to see
more of our people here,”
said Hart.

She said the sports-
manship, camaraderie, and
coaches are what her grand-
son find most satisfying as a
player.

“I’m really excited for
our team and seeing them
learn new skills on the field
and it’s apparent that our
teachers, staff, and families
are excited too,” said Keith
Brown, Skyline Gila River
Principal.

“Our  coaches are
stressing academics first,
so football is being used
as a motivator for our stu-
dents to strive for academic
success and serve as good
citizens, so I hope more of
the Community can come

Junior, Phillip Rocha successfully completes a route into the end zone during the
second half of the Mustangs first home game. Kyle Knox/GRIN

out and see what we’re do-
ing here with the football
program and all our athletic
programs.

Brown said that foot-
ball has created a notice-
able difference among the
team regarding attendance,
behavior, and grades. He’s
proud of how well the team
performs on and off the
field.

“We’re in a really good
league, but our goal is to
make the playoffs this sea-
son. Our boys are putting in
the work and the long-term
goal is to win a champion-
ship,” said Daveda Taylor,
Skyline Gila River’s Ath-
letic Director. “These kids
work really hard and they’re

from the Community and |
hope that GRIC knows that
we’re here serving their
youth and we want them
to see how dedicated and
disciplined they are,” said
Taylor.

M
Pl H,

Skyline Gila River offense line sets up for a 2-point

Taylor would especial-
ly like to see the Communi-
ty come out for their home-
coming game on Thursday,
Oct. 19, where they will
take on Imagine Coolidge at
7 p.m.

e I

conversion at the Sept. 28 game against Heritage
Gateway Academy. Kyle Knox/GRIN

Submission
St. Peter Indian Mission
School

Our Blessings continue .....

Suns

1993- New Basketball
Court, thanks to the Phoenix

the adobe school. This shade
is a gift from Curt Schil-
ling.-Shade Foundation-
2007- Automated gates ! !

as installed.(school)

and outdoor security camer-

2015- Shea Foundation

1994- New 3 stall ga-
rage; back court was resur-
faced and relined.(Hancock
Hornes) 1996-New floors,
floor coverings and cup-
boards in all classrooms (Joe
Garagiola)

1997- New Convent for
the Sisters (Hancock Homes)
Addition of a new restroom
and shower facility(Joe Ga-
ragiola)

1999- New  ‘Feast-
house’, large meeting room
with restrooms and kitchen
for the school and parish
community. (Joe Garagiola)

2000- ‘Awesome Fox
Field’, a 4 acre soccer, foot-
ball, baseball ficld with track
was grassed and irrigated
and field lights installed (Joe
Garagiola)

2002- Monastery was
renovated (Hancock Com-
munities)

2004- A blue shade was
installed over the ‘Center
Court’ .(NIH)

- The Church was
air-conditioned;(Trane)

- The air conditioning in
the monastery was replaced.
(Trade) School Dining Room
was air-conditioned(TraneO

2005- An even larger
blue shade was installed over
the practice court just east of

renovation of school (Grant)

- New School Kitchen

- Pre-School Building
and playground

- Parking lots, Side-
walks, Wrought Iron Fence

- 24 outdoor security
cameras

2019- Building of the
Primary School and Science
Room, Restrooms,(Shea
Foundation) and new Prima-
ry Playground on East Side
of Mission

-*5 classrooms, Chil-
dren’s restroom, Adult re-
stroom.

This year, St.Peter In-
dian Mission School, is cel-
ebrating it’s 100 Anniver-
sary! We have had several
Community Celebrations for
our Centennial and to make
this event educationally. St.
Peter High School has wel-
comed it’s first Freshman
Class.

Our HOPE is to have
the GROUNDBREAKING
this year to begin the con-
struction of our High School
Campus. And our HISTO-
RY continues to bring great
BLESSINGS!

_~—— )

--St._Pe’ger Indian Mission School -

Join US 'December 9,2023
End our Centennial Year Celebration

Games:
Tug of War

Chair Vollyball

Kick Ball

CELEBRATING
100 YEARS OF

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

#

S

10am-10 pm

Rides:
Carnival style,
Jumping
Castles

Food:
Feeding at
lunch, Vendor

and food trucks

Music:
Chicken
Scratch &
Traditional
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Veteran's Corner - October 2023

Submission by
GRIC Veteran and Family
Service Office

Anchors Aweigh and
Happy Birthday to all those
who served in the US Navy!

This  resolution of
the Continental Congress
marked the establishment
of what is now the United
States Navy on October 13,
1775.

“Resolved, That a swift
sailing vessel, to carry ten
carriage guns, and a propor-
tionable number of swivels,
with eighty men, be fitted,
with all possible despatch,
for a cruise of three months,
and that the commander be
instructed to cruize east-
ward, for intercepting such

transports as may be laden
with warlike stores and oth-
er supplies for our enemies,
and for such other purposes
as the Congress shall direct.

That a Committee of
three be appointed to pre-
pare an estimate of the ex-
pence, and lay the same
before the Congress, and
to contract with proper per-
sons to fit out the vessel.

Resolved, that another
vessel be fitted out for the
same purposes, and that the
said committee report their
opinion of a proper vessel,
and also an estimate of the
expence.”

The US Navy flag is
used on land, displayed
inside naval offices, in pa-
rades and for other cere-

monial occasions. It is not
flown by ships at sea nor on
outdoor flagpoles on naval
land installations.
Throughout its history,
the US Navy has had many
traditions. One of these tra-
ditions was having a pig
and rooster tattooed on the
feet or ankles. Since these
animals were often kept in
wooden crates, they were
likely to float to shore in the
event of a shipwreck. For

the Sailors, having the tat- | g,

toos was a symbol of good
luck for survival at sea.

To all of our Navy |

Brothers and Sisters, thank
you for your service and
Bravo Zulu (job well done)!

GILA RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT

22ND ANNUAL

SACATON . AL

0CTOBER
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FOR INFORMATION.
CELESTINA.PEREZGGRIC.NSN.US

TECH SKILLS WORKSHOP

+

Brought to you by:

DIGITAL
CONNECT"

an initiative of Gila River Telecommunications Inc.

A FREE PROGRAM TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR TECHNOLOGY
QUESTIONS.
WE CAN HELP WITH:

COMPUTERS, TABLETS, AND SMARTPHONES
INTERNET AND WI-FI QUESTIONS
WORK AND SCHOOL DOCUMENTS

ONLINE SAFETY

E-MAIL

VIDEO CALLS

MUSIC AND VIDEO APPS
AND MORE!

ALL ARE WELCOME FOR THE DIGITAL DISCUSSION!
DISTRICT & DATES

Dé6: OCT. 3, 5,17, 19

D7: OCT. 10, 12, 24, 26

WORKSHOP TIME: 9AM TO 12PM

REGISTRATION OPTIONS

& bit.ly/DCl-registration
(%) (520) 610-0990
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Billy Allen from the front page

Telles, Assistant Principal of Activities at
CGUHS, recognizing Mr. Allen’s journey
at the school. She explains his warm hellos
in the hallways and his influence beyond
the classroom as a dedicated coach. Mr. Al-
len also served as the social studies chair
and president of the teacher’s association.
“He made us realize our worth,”
said Steve Nasewytewa, District 3, as he
shared his memories of Mr. Allen. Steve
Nasewytewa was the first of many O’oth-
am runners to become elite Arizona high
school runners Allen would coach. He said
that Mr. Allen taught Nasewytewa the im-
portance of embracing diversity as an In-
digenous person, living with simplicity, and
cultivating gratitude. “He is someone that I
looked up to, other than my mom,” he said.
Mr. Allen and others were also intro-
duced during halftime of the CGUHS vs.
Maricopa High School Homecoming foot-
ball game on Sept. 15. When Mr. Allen was
introduced, he was greeted with “Sa:p kaij,
Billy?’ The emcee was a long time employ-
ee who used to ask Mr. Allen for O’otham
phrases, an example of Mr. Allen’s dedica-
tion and passion for teaching. When you

William “Billy” Allen holds his award
presented to him from the Casa Grande
Union High School for his acceptance
into their Hall of Fame for teachers. Velia
Moncada/GRIN

see Mr. Allen approach him and say, ‘Sa:p
kaij?”” (What do you say?)

William “Billy” Allen (third from left) along with other honored Casa Grande Union
High School teachers inducted into the CGUHS Hall of Fame on Sept. 14. Velia

Moncada/GRIN

Beginning September 6, 2023, the Flu Vaccine will be
available to GRHC Patients. Walk-in to one of our GRHC

Gila River

HEALTH CARE

Hu Hu Kom Memuoricl Hospital

Komatke Health Cemter

Primary Care Departments or visit a vaccine outreach event.
‘Plense refer to the calendor of events for updates GRHC, ORG/HUE

(520) 56.2-3321 Ext. 1435
(520) 550-6000 Ext. 6060

Hau'pal (Red Tail Howk) Health Center (520) 796-2600 Ext. 2697

Ak-Chin Clinic
Pediatrics Department

(520) 568-3881
(520) 562-3321 Ext. 7337

HUHUGAM HERITAGE CENTER

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

Vashai Gakithag

Mashath —

Dry Grass

Month/Moon

*This submission pertains to the month of Sept.

Submitted by
Huhugam Heritage Center

The name for this month refers to the time
of year when the landscape and vegetation be-
gins to dry out from the summer growing sea-
son. Later on during this month, the Autumnal
Equinox takes place and signifies the arrival of
fall. Days become shorter and nights longer.
This month marks the second full month of our
children’s return back to in-person learning on
many of our Community’s school campuses.

In this article, we will talk about school
items used in your daily school lessons. In your
classrooms, you probably have some of these
items in your desks and bookshelves. We will
go through these items and give hints as to
what these O’otham words mean. The first is
Ha-mashchamtham, this person gives you in-
struction on a daily basis. Hashpakud, you use
this white liquid to bind things together. Thapi-
al-ki’ishpakud, with this tool you cut things like
paper and fabric. I-ma:sicthakud, these items
come in a box and are of many shades.

Kosthal, this accessory you wear on your
back to carry school books and other items.
Kuinthakud, with this tool, you measure things.
Ohonakud, you probably have several of these

items in your desk, some contain graphite lead
and others different colors of ink. Thapial-si:sh-
pakud, with this small metal object, you tem-
porarily bind sheets together. I-wa:nakud, this
object is made of rubber and you use it to re-
move your mistakes. Ohon, you probably have
a lot of these in your classroom on a shelf, or in
a drawer. E-mashchamtham, this person learns
things and they can be of any age. Thapial, some
of these items have lines so you can write on
them, others are blank so you can draw on them.

This month’s crossword puzzle will test
your memory of school items used on a daily
basis in your classrooms. We encourage you to
learn and speak these O’otham words in your
everyday lives. Speak with an Elder or Speaker
and learn how to say the words. Words may be
slightly different between villages. See if you
can match the O’otham word with its English
name in the crossword puzzle.

A special Thank You to the Community El-
ders for sharing their knowledge of items used
in the classroom.

Crossword Puzzle Solution
on Page 11

September 2023, School & Classroom Items Crossword Puzzle

1

‘ ‘ i

10 ‘ ‘

11

Across

1. Teacher

3. Scissors

7. Pen, Pencil
9. Eraser

10. Book

11. Student

Down

2. Glue

4. Crayons
5. Backpack
6. Ruler

8. Paper Clip
12. Paper
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CSD Staff enjoy a day of
games and appreciation

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

As COVID-19 restrictions
continue to ease, the Gila Riv-
er Indian Community has slowly
returned to a sense of normalcy.
On Sept. 19, the Community Ser-
vices Department (CSD) recog-
nized their staff for their hard work
during the pandemic.

CSD held a special event at the
District 3 Multi-purpose building
at 8 a.m. called Community Ser-
vices Day or “CSD Day” to honor
their 340 committed employees for
a gratifying celebration.

i =

CSD empl

“The event today is to show
appreciation to our CSD employ-
ees coming out of the COVID-19
pandemic. They were considered
frontline staff by providing ser-
vices to the Community,” said
Lauriec Thomas, Community Ser-
vices Dept., Director. “This is our
opportunity to network and get to
know one another. And this is our
first time gathering since the pan-
demic.”

The CSD Day featured moti-
vational guest speakers and numer-
ous group activities ranging from
sports obstacle courses and games
to cake walks and trivia.

T —

oyees enjoyed food and baked good served by the GRIC

Tribal Recreation & Wellness Center staff. CPAO Photo

CSD staff enjoy a game of cake walk inside the District 3 Multi-
purpose lobby for a variety of prizes. CPAO Photo

drawing of tickets for raffle prizes. CPAO Photo

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILARIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
COURT

IN THE RE: Case: CEDRIC STONEI, Pe-
titioner/Plaintiff VS. ROLAIID WILLIAM
BLACI(WATER JR., Respondent/Defen-
dant

CASE Number: CY-2023-0165-MO

TO: Roland William Blaclswater Jr., 949 E.
Roma Ave. #6, Phoenix, AZ, 85014

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that a civil
action has been filed against you in the Gila
River Indian Community Court. YOU shall
respond at an Answer/Response Hearing
regarding this matter on:

Tuesday, November 14,2023 at 10:00 AM
in Courtroom I,

AKIMEL O’'OTHAM LODITHA KUD KiI,
721 West Seed Farm Road, Sacaton, AZ.
YOU may respond in writing. However,
even if you do so, your presence at the
Answer/Response Hearing is still required.
If a written answer or response is made, it
shall be filed and served before the date of
the hearing, unless the time is extended by
order of the Court.

If you fail to appear and defend, judgment
by default will be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Gila
River Indian Community in the State of Ar-
izona.

DATED this 26th day of September, 2023

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

Year Anniversary

Guest Speaker
Diane Enos: SRPMIC Deputy Defense Attorney

Come J'ain us as we celebrate 20
years of Prauiafin_q qunlify Iega/
rePresen*a'Han fo the Cammunhlyf

\Where: District Three Service Center
When: Wednesday, October 11th, 2023
4pm-7pm

Free T-Shirts For The First 50 Guests!

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

THE GILA RIVER ROYALTY COMMITTEE

Number of Vacancies Term of Service Deadline

Five (5) OPEN UNTIL FILLED

Community members interested in serving on the Gila River Royalty Committee
(GRRC) must submit a Letter of Interest to the Communications & Public Affairs Office,
(include your address and phone number). Provided below is the GRRC Purpose and

Terms of Membership outlining the qualifications, duties & responsibilities of the

positions.

The purpose of the Gila River Royalty Committee shall be to coordinate the annual Gila
River Royalty Pageant as well as oversee the travel itinerary and coordinating activities
within the Gila River Indian Community, State of Arizona agencies, and organizations
throughout the United States.

Membership to the Gila River Royalty Committee shall be open to any enrolled
members of the Gila River Indian Committee, of which, two seats will be specifically
filled by former Miss Gila River title holders

Members of the Gila River Royalty Community are expected to maintain a positive
attitude and influence to the Gila River Royalty.

Letters of interest can be submitted:
Communications & Public Affairs Office
PO Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

By Mail to :
Communications & Public Affairs Office
Attn: Royalty Committee
P.O. Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

By E-mail to:
missgilariver@gric.nsn.us

For more information please contact: 520-562-9713

WDIAN ¢
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A bird dancer performs in the morning of the
second day of the conference. Kyle Knox/GRIN
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Pay 10 the order of:

GILARIVER

HESOMTS & CAGINSE

ILA RIVER
FIRE DEPARTMEN

SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

r$5,000

NAFOA Conference
firom the front page

Casa Blanca Community
School, and the new Gila
River Police Department
facility.

Rodney Butler, Chair-
man of Mashantucket Pe-
quot Tribal Nation, and
Mike Lettig, National Ex-
ecutive, KeyBank Native
American Financial Ser-
vices, served on the panel
with Gov. Lewis and shared
the successes being made
and outlined the potential of
the 105(1) program in Indian
Country.

On day two, the morn-
ing session began again,
demonstrating GRIC’s rich
culture by performing Pee
Posh bird songs and dancing
for the audience.

Then, as the program
proceeded, the Communi-
ty showcased its ground-
breaking strategies  for
water conservation. David
Delong, Project Director,
Pima-Maricopa Irrigation
Project, joined Gov. Lewis
on the “Innovation in Water
Management” panel, where
they highlighted projects

f

Firefighters Apprenticeship auizons _ GILARIVER | #-lop
Schnll%rsh’up Pmﬂﬂm ‘:h!nlnll.!- | Y
]

Arizona Cardinals owner Michael Bidwill hands Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis a
check for $5,000 for the Gila River Fire Dept.’s Firefighters Apprenticeship
Scholarship Program. Photo courtesy of HUB 1111

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

On Sunday, Sept. 24,
the Arizona Cardinals host-
ed dozens of Community
members for the annual
Community Day game for
the sold-out match against
the Dallas Cowboys. The
Arizona Cardinals orga-
nization made a $5,000
donation to the Gila River
Indian Community’s Fire
Department for their crisis
response team and appren-
tice program.

Before the game, Ira
H. Hayes, American Le-
gion Post 84 color guard,
presented colors during the
singing of the National An-

them as Cardinals owner
Michael Bidwill presented
the check to Gov. Stephen
Roe Lewis on behalf of the
Arizona Cardinals.

The ongoing partner-
ship is one that Gov. Lew-
is appreciates greatly, and
admires the direction of
the Cardinals organization
and owners, having provid-
ed numerous contributions
to GRIC. Gov. Lewis cites
the monetary donations,
football camps for youth,
and ticket donations for
the day’s game serves as a
true hallmark of the strong
partnership GRIC maintains
with the Arizona Cardinals.

“This funding is going
directly to our GRFD crisis

response team that helps
our Community when their
going through a wide vari-
ety of crisis, it means a lot
for the Cardinals to provide
this support for something
that’s going to make a big
difference at critical times
our people face,” said Gov.
Lewis.

Also in attendance was
Lt. Gov. Monica Antone.
“As our Community contin-
ues to grow our GRFD also
needs to grow, so today’s
donation will go a long
way in securing equipment,
training, and other needs to
help our first responders. |
can’t thank the Cardinals
enough,” she said.

“Our fire fighters and

HEADLINES

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

that have allowed GRIC
to establish policies that
fund projects that secure
GRIC water rights, utilize
solar-over canal panels, a
return of the Community’s
riparian wetlands, and fos-
tering a healthy habitat for
wildlife. Additionally, Gov.
Lewis shared the unique
ways this work contributes
to conserving water that
benefits all involved, in-
cluding nearby communi-
ties like Chandler.

“Since time immemori-
al, everything we needed to
sustain us, as a people, was
found at the river so when
we established our managed
aquifer recharge sites we
knew this would lessen our
dependence on the Colora-
do River, but more impor-
tantly help us to protect the
lifeline of our people using
Gila River water,” said Gov.
Lewis.

As the panel closed,
Gov. Lewis imparted the
Community’s  progressive
strategies for managing trib-
al resources to ensure social
and economic longevity
into the future.

Arizona Cardinals Donates $5,000 to the Gila River Fire Dept.

a L. .
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Monica Antone
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Stephu_n Roe Lewis

Ly T Thaf

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis opens the conference,
welcoming everyone to GRIC and the renowned
Sheraton Grand Resort. Kyle Knox/GRIN

Keli Akimel Hua Modk Cudk Dam dancers perform
a basket dance for everyone on day one of the
NAFOA conference. Kyle Knox/GRIN

-] ¥ # 'w1

The Ira H. Hayes American Legion Post 84 color guard takes to the field for
the posting of colors before the kick-off Sunday Sept. 24. Photo courtesy of
HUB 1111 -

crisis response teams serve
365 days a year so [ want to
say thank you again to the
Arizona Cardinals and our
first responders for all that
you do in keeping our Com-
munity safe,” said Lt. Gov.
Antone.

Though Dallas Cow-
boys fans packed State
Farm Stadium with blue, it
was a good day for the Car-
dinals, who were victorious
against the Cowboys, win-
ning 28 to 16. But, it was an
even remarkably better day
for the Community, benefit-
ing from the monetary and
ticket donations from the
Arizona Cardinals.

Arizona Cardinals players warm up prior to their
match up against the Dallas Cowboys. Photo
courtesy of HUB 1111
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Gila River Indian Community
Praises Decision to Block Voter

Suppression Laws in Arizona

Judge’s ruling will keep tribal members from providing
proof of residency requirements

Press Release
Communications & Public
Affairs Office

Sacaton, AZ — The Gila
River Indian Community re-
ceived a favorable ruling in
a lawsuit against the State of
Arizona with regards to vot-
ing rights of tribal members
and other plaintiffs against
HB 2492, a law signed by
former Arizona Gov. Doug
Ducey.

On Sept. 14,2023, U.S.
District Judge Susan Bolton
ruled against a 2022 state
law that required proof of a
physical address and other
provisions that suppress Na-
tive American voters from
casting ballots.

“The Gila River Indian
Community is pleased with
the decision, which will en-
sure our Community mem-
bers can exercise their right
to vote using tribal identifi-
cation and our reservation
addresses,” said Gila River
Indian Community Gov-
ernor Stephen Roe Lewis.

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis signs the proclamation
declaring Oct. 10, 2022 as “Porter and Johnson Day” in
recognition of GRIC members Peter Porter and Rudolph
Johnson, who were denied the right to vote in 1928.

Emma Hughes/GRIN

“We continue to fight for our
voice to be heard through
our vote and will challenge
any attempts to suppress our
votes, because as we have
shown in the last several
elections our Community’s
vote counts and the Native
vote matters.”

Judge Bolton’s ruling

blocked voting laws that
would require tribal mem-
bers, who rely on P.O. Box-
es, from providing a stan-
dard street address when
registering to vote, which
would have disproportion-
ately targeted tribal mem-
bers who live on the reser-
vation.

GRIC and ASU'’s Indian Legal
Clinic partner to assist with
Estate Planning

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

On Friday, Sept. 29,
the Arizona State Universi-
ty (ASU) American Indian
Legal Clinic partnered with
the Community, where law
students assisted with estate

planning at the District 5
Service Center.

Eight law students from
Arizona State University’s
Sandra Day O’Connor Col-
lege of Law served 16 Com-
munity members by estab-
lishing a power of attorney

An ASU law student prepares documents that
will assist Community members plan their estate.
Kyle Knox/GRIN

and a last will and testament
to aid in their asset planning
in the case of an emergency
or death.

For Native American
families who own land,
planning the distribution of
land and significant assets
among family members
remains imperative, given
the passing of an individual
landowner.

“I encourage everyone
to complete a will because
it makes the process easi-
er when it comes to homes
and assets because without
one it forces the Communi-
ty to make those decisions
when it should be made by
the individual,” said Lau-
rie Thomas, Director of the
GRIC Dept. of Community
Services.

Thomas shared that a
similar clinic took place in
2022 and found that indi-
viduals filled up the regis-
tration quickly. She decided
that additional clinics were
necessary for 2023 and was
thankful ASU could commit
more students this year.

“ASU is providing such
a crucial service for our el-
ders and the students are
very supportive and wel-
coming to everyone,” said

Department of Land Use Planning and Zoning

[ PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE

Gila River Sand & Gravel Corp.- Blackwater Site

Project Name:

For: Special Use Permit

Location: East of Kenworthly Rd. & Mayfield Rd.

Date and Time of Public Hearing: October 21, 2023 at 10:00 AM

Place: District One Service Center — Aerobics Room

Notice is hereby given that the Gila River Indian Community’s Natural Resources Standing Committee on Saturday, October
21, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in District One at 15747 N. Shegoi Rd. Coolidge, AZ 85128, will hold a public hearing to discuss and
consider a Special Use Permit Application submitted by Gila River Sand & Gravel Corporation for their Blackwater site to be
used for aggregate mining.

The public hearing is to solicit public comments on the proposed Special Use and allow the Natural Resources Standing
Committee to review and verify that the proposed Special Use, as it is submitted, contains such requirements and safeguards as
are necessary to protect adjoining property and the public’s health and safety.

Public comments can be submitted prior to the public hearing by emailing the Department of Land Use Planning and Zoning at
LUPZSupportGroup@gric.nsn.us and Cc¢ PlanningDevelopmentTeam@gric.nsn.us. Any questions may be directed to Corinna
Ortiz, Project Manager at PlanningDevelopmentTeam(@gric.nsn.us or at (520) 562-6003.

*

BLACKWATEN
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If you have any questions, please contact Planning Development Team at Department of Land Use Planning & Zoning
(520) 562-6003 Monday — Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

. T ST N

Monica Antone (center-
and Four Rivers Indian

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis (center-left) and Lt. Gov.
right) join the ASU Indian Legal Clinic students
Legal Services at District 5. Kyle Knox/GRIN

effort was the GRIC Enroll-
ment Department, which
will securely store the doc-
uments for future use.

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis.
“Establishing a will pro-
vides such a great sense of
relief for the family and el-
ders here today and I can’t
thank ASU’s American In-
dian Legal Clinic enough
for assisting our elders.”

Lt. Gov. Monica An-
tone also attended and said,
“Today is all about future
planning and I’'m happy
when I see the relief it brings
to the elders.” Lt. Gov. An-
tone was pleased with how
prepared the elders were
and the level of trust in the
students to properly handle
their documents.

The Four Rivers Indian
Legal Services also assisted

with the clinic by providing
witnesses and notary ser-
vices to bind the documents
legally. Also supporting this

A Community elder successfully completes their
estate documents on the first day of the clinic.
Kyle Knox/GRIN
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Announcements & Notices
Obituary Notice Lake in 1994. Despite seperating, Jonie stayed

Cease Family Funeral Homes

2807 Irvine Ave. NW  Bemidji, MN 56601 (218)
751-9700 Fax (218) 751-9701  email address
kcease@paulbunyan.net

Obituary for Jonie Marie Johnson

Jonie Marie Johnson, 54, of Cass Lake, MN died
Sunday, September 24, 2023, surrounded and
cared for by her children and family.

Traditional Funeral Services will be held at 10:00am,
Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at the Pike Bay
Town Hall in Cass Lake, MN. A wake will begin
6:30pm, Tuesday, September 26, 2023, at the Pike
Bay Town Hall and will continue until the time of the
service. Burial will be at the St. John’s Episcopal
Cemetery in Onigum, MN. Arrangements are with
the Cease Family Funeral Home in Bemidiji.

Jonie was born on June 7, 1969, in Sacaton, AZ,
the daughter of John and Louella (Lewis) Johnson
Jr. She was raised in Idaho by the Larsen family,
where she graduated from the Snake River High
School. She attended Trade School in Provo, UT,
and moved to Cass Lake, MN, after graduation
in 1989. She met Jeff Harper, they moved to
Minneapolis, where they started their family, and
she attended school. They moved back to Cass

close to Jeff, Michelle, and their children. Jonie
worked at numerous entities in the community,
which she enjoyed. She was a talented cook and
seamstress. She made roaches to moccasins,
and other beautiful powwow regalia, she enjoyed
sharing her gifts with family and the community.
She enjoyed berry picking, playing games with
family, camping, traveling to powwows, and
shopping for deals and saving coupons.

She is survived by her: Children, Sydney (Mike),
Cori (Clayton), Alex (Raejah), Jackson,
Grandchildren: Miikawaadizi, Landon, Aniziigwan,
Tavion, Easton, Kharion,

Sisters, Lavina Manuel, Nora Benjamin, Jolene
Johnson, Darla (Tommy) Francisco,

Numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and all of her
Larsen family in Idaho.

She was preceded in death by her: Son Truman
Harper, Dad Stephen Larsen, Parents John
Johnson Jr. and Louella Johnson, In-laws Dennis
and Judy Harper, Siblings Franklin Manuel, Carl
Johnson, Alex Johnson, Neal Johnson, Brian
Johnson, Kerwin Johnson, and Reynold Johnson.
Condolences may be left at ceasefuneralhome.
com.

ke services:

6th, 2023 6pm - all night.
District 6 Leaming Center
5230 St. Johns Rd
Laveen Az 85339
ALL CHOIRS WELCOME

Saturday Oct 7th 8am
Gila Crossing
Presbyterian Church

11[1{| INDIAN LEGAL
'\, SERVICES

n division of Southern Anzona Legal Aad. Inc

Attention Gila River Members!

Four Rivers has installed a new land line exclusively for
community members. To skip the voice recording and be directly
connected to the office, please contact us at 520-562-3902. You
can also contact us by using our current number 520-562-3369.

If you leave a voicemail, we will call you back!

LSC

September 2023 Crossword Puzzle Solution!
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GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE set forth below:
IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT Monday, October 16, 2023
TO: LORETTA FELIX, IN THE MATTER OF, GERALD at 10:00 AM in Courtroom VI,
HAYES Westend Judicial Center,
CASE Number: CY -2022-027 8-ZG A 4751 West Pecos Road, Sacaton, AZ.
CIVILNOTICE OF HEARING Given under my hand and the seal of the Gila River
Please take notice thal a Review Hearing has been Indian Community in the State of Arizona.
scheduled in the Gila River Indian Community Court. DATED this 10th day of July, 2023
This matter has been scheduled at the place and time

Ask 10t What your compunity Can dofor gou-
ASk what you Can do fav your Gommanty -

(¥

S—'/, /(2] )] S
Ask aot-J FK.
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL ACTION SHEETS

Courtesy of the Commumnity Council Secretary’s Office ¢ Sept. 20, 2023

ACTION SHEET

Community Council; P.O. Box 2138;
Sacaton, Arizona 85147; Phone (520) 562-
9720; Fax (520) 562-9729

CALL TO ORDER

The Second Regular Monthly Meeting of
the Community Council held Wednesday,
September 20, 2023, in the Community
Council Chambers at the Governance
Center in Sacaton, Arizona was called to
order by Governor Stephen R. Lewis at 9:13
a.m.

INVOCATION

Provided by Councilwoman Nada Celaya
ROLL CALL

Council Secretary Shannon White called
the roll

Executive Officers Present:

Governor Stephen R. Lewis

Lt. Governor Monica Antone

Council Members Present:

D1- Joey Whitman, Arzie Hogg; D2- Ann
Lucas; D3- Avery White, Joseph Manuel, Jr.;
D4- Christopher Mendoza, Jennifer Allison,
Nada Celaya, Lalena Jackson (9:19); D5-
Franklin Pablo, Sr., Brian Davis, Sr.

Council Members Present via WebEx:

D5- James De La Rosa

Council Members Absent:

D6- Anthony Villareal, Sr. (Travel)

D6- Charles Goldtooth (Travel)

D6- Terrance Evans (Travel)

D7- Devin Redbird

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
TABLE REPORT #1 AND #2 FOR NON-
SUBMITTAL OF MATERIAL
MOTIONMADEAND SECOND TOACCEPT
REPORT #3; ACCEPT AND APPROVE
RESOLUTION #1, #3 THROUGH #14 ON
THE CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
APPROVE THE REGULAR AGENDA AS
AMENDED
PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS
REPORTS

*1. 3rd Quarter Budget American Legion
Haskell Osife Antone Post 51

Presenters: David Anderson, Belen Lawlor,
Avery White

TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2. 2023 Mul-Chu-Tha Report

Presenters: Roberto A. Jackson, Kelly
Whitman

TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>3. First Things First Regional Needs and
Assets Report Update
Presenters: ~ Ember  Tahy,
Nasewytewa, Candida Hunter
ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
4. Executive Travel Report June 30, 2023
(Executive Session)

Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix

REPORT HEARD

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO GO
INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

5. FY2023 Monthly Financial Activity Report
ending August 31, 2023 (Executive Session)
Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix

HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO EXIT
EXECUTIVE SESSION

RESOLUTIONS

>1. A Resolution Approving The Capital
Projects Budget For The Gila River
Telecommunications, Inc., For The Period
October 1, 2023 Through September 30,
2024 (G&MSC forwards to Council with
a recommendation for approval and for

Sandra

placement on the consent agenda)
Presenters: Treasurer Gary T. Mix, Jennifer
Burkhalter

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2. A Resolution Approving The Gila River
Indian  Community’s 2023-2024  Tribal
Membership And Designating Delegates
In The National Congress Of American
Indians (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval
and designating Lt. Governor Monica
Antone, Councilman Joseph Manuel, Jr.,
Councilwoman Lalena Jackson, Councilman
Franklin Pablo, Sr., and Councilman Joey
Whitman as the alternates)

Presenter: Shannon White

APPROVED

>3. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Mesa For Central Arizona Shelter
Services, Inc. Cass Senior Haven (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>4. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Mesa For Child Crisis Arizona
Fostering  Bright Futures Expansion
Campaign (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>5. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Mesa For Desert Sounds Performing
Arts, Inc. The Jeremy Project (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>6. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To
The City Of Mesa For Family Promise
— Greater Phoenix Emergency Shelter
Program (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>7. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Mesa For The Gene Lewis Boxing
Club And Youth Center Saving Tomorrows,
Serving Today Project (G&MSC forwards to
Council with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>8. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Mesa For Mesa Parks, Recreation And
Commercial Facilities Eagles Community
Center Safety Enhancement G&MSC

forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>9. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
Town Of Fountain Hills For Fountain Hills
Chamber Foundation Young Entrepreneur
And Student Internship Programs (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>10. AResolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Coolidge For SGT. J.D. Watkins
VFW Post 3713 Building Upgrade (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>11. A Resolution Authorizing The
Purchase Of Allotted Trust Land Within
The Exterior Boundaries Of The Gila River
Indian Reservation (Allotments 149, 300,
And 716) (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda; NRSC
concurs)

Presenter: Talia Apkaw, Eugene Blackwater,
Kimberly Antone, Javier Ramos
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>12. A Resolution Authorizing The
Purchase Of Allotted Trust Land Within
The Exterior Boundaries Of The Gila River
Indian Reservation Allotment 329 (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda; NRSC concurs)

Presenter: Talia Apkaw, Eugene Blackwater,
Kimberly Antone, Javier Ramos
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>13. A Resolution Approving The Gila River
Indian Community Tribal Transportation
Improvement Program For Fiscal Year
2023 Through Fiscal Year 2027 (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval with corrections and placement
on the consent agenda; NRSC concurs)

Presenter: Steve Johnson, Sreedevi
Manthra

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>14. A Resolution Authorizing Amendment
#1 To The Service Agreement Between
The Gila River Indian Community And
The Performance Institute For Fiscal
Year 2023 (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO GO
INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

15. A Resolution To Approve Changes To
Gila River Indian Community Employee
Salary Ranges (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive

Session with a recommendation for
approval)

Presenter: TeriLynne Kisto

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO EXIT
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
DISPENSE

ORDINANCES

1. The Gila River Indian Community Council
Herby Amends The 2009 Gila River Indian
Community Code By Rescinding Title 11,
Education Code, And Enacting The Revised
Education Code (LSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Isaac Salcido, Rebecca Hall
APPROVED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

1. NCAl 80th Annual Convention &
Marketplace November 12-17, 2023 — New
Orleans, LA (G&MSC forwards to Council
under New Business for any interested
Council member to attend utilizing Dues &
Delegations)

Presenters: Government & Management
Standing Committee

MOTION MADE AND SECOND FOR
ANY COUNCIL MEMBER TO ATTEND
UTILIZING DUES & DELEGATIONS

2. NAFOA Fall Finance & Tribal Economies
Conference October 2-3, 2023 — Phoenix,
AZ (G&MSC forwards to Council under New
Business for any interested Council member
to attend utilizing Dues & Delegations)
Presenter: Government & Management
Standing Committee

MOTION MADE AND SECOND FOR
ANY INTERESTED COUNCIL MEMBER
TO ATTEND UTILIZNG DUES &
DELEGATIONS

3. Pascua Yaqui Tribe 6th Annual ICWA
Conference September 26-28, 2023 (CRSC
forwards to Council under New Business for
any interested Council member to attend
utilizing Dues & Delegations)

Presenter: Cultural Resource Standing
Committee

MOTION MADE AND SECOND FOR
ANY INTERESTED COUNCIL MEMBER
TO ATTEND UTILIZNG DUES &
DELEGATIONS

MINUTES

1. September 6, 2023 (Regular)
APPROVED WITH A CORRECTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

* GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS AND
LT. GOVERNOR MONICA ANTONE WILL
BE ATTENDING THE TOHONO O’ODHAM
NATIONS INAUGURATION FOR THE
CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN ON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 IN
SELLS, ARIZONA THE INVITATION WILL
BE FORWARDED TO THE COUNCIL

« THE D4 PUBLIC  SAFETY
CONSTRUCTION ~ OWNERS  TEAM
MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 AT 1:00 PM. IN
PERSON AND WEBEX

* GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS AND
COUNCILMAN BRIAN DAVIS, SR. WILL
BE TRAVELING TO WASHINGTON,
DC TO ATTEND FEDERAL ADVOCACY
MEETINGS SEPTEMBER 25-28, 2023
ADJOURNMENT

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 10:41 A.M.
*Denotes TABLED from previous meeting(s)
> Denotes a CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
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INFO: Donald Sabori (602) 820-2504 Pacer Reina (480) 326-0555
Pam Thompson (480) 721-0939 Sarah Enos (520) 610-4199
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PBS to Broadcast
“Native Ball” Documentary NATIVE BALL

in November

Press Release
Family Theater Productions

Blackfeet college-bas-
ketball ~ player = Malia
Kipp is at the heart of the
award-winning  half-hour
film Native Ball: Legacy
of a Trailblazer, coming to
PBS for Native American
Heritage Month.

Kipp was a trailblaz-
er. In 1992, only one of the
roughly 5,000 American
high-school girls who an-
nually received a full-ride
Division I basketball schol-
arship was a Native Ameri-
can: Malia Kipp.

As a member of the
University of Montana’s
Lady Griz, Kipp faced chal-
lenges learning to live in
two worlds, but she carried
the burden with grace and
grit. Described by her chief
Earl Old Person as “a war-
rior,” she blazed an heroic
and inspiring trail for other
Indigenous girls to follow.

Starting November 1,
the award-winning docu-
mentary from Family The-

ater Productions will air on
80 PBS affiliates around the
country and stream on PBS.
org, the PBS app, and the
PBS YouTube channel.

“Malia treasures her
heritage as a member of the
Blackfeet Nation,” said ex-
ecutive producer David L.
Guffey, National Director
of Family Theater Produc-
tions, “but she also entered
into the arena of NCAA bas-
ketball. She speaks of the
struggles and tensions that
arose but demonstrated the
courage and wisdom to be
true to herself and her call.”

The film’s writer/direc-
tor/producer Megan Har-
rington, who also played
Lady Griz basketball, said,
“I hope whoever watches
the film is entertained, in-
spired, and educated -- docs
have the power to hit those
three marks in a unique
way.”

“In particular, with Ma-
lia’s heroic journey, there
is an opportunity to gain a
deeper understanding of the
challenges and cultural dif-
ferences Native Americans

face living in two worlds. It
would be wonderful if that
sparked a larger conversa-
tion!”

“Everybody has a story
to tell,” said Kipp. “Every-
body struggles; everybody
goes through things. Megan
wanted to tell my story, and
she did it in such an awe-
some way.”

Native Ball has land-
ed awards at film festi-
vals around the country,
including the prestigious
Cleveland International
Film Festival, where it won
the Programmers’ Choice
Award for Best Short, and
the Montana Internation-
al Film Festival, where it
won Best Made In Montana
Film.

To learn more about
Native Ball: Legacy of a
Trailblazer and how to see it
at a PBS channel near you,
or online, go to www.na-
tiveball.com.

© BOK FINANCIAL

Explore home
loans for the
Native American
community.

NMLS #428761

Matt Rosbrook
# Mortgage Banker
&

Phone 602-695-1079
mrosbrook@bokf.com

op0

"4 Scan to find a mortgage banker near you
'+ orvisit us at bokfinancial.com/rosbrook

BOK Financial® is a trademark of BOKF, NA. Member FDIC.
Equal Housing Lender 1=, ©2023 BOKF, NA. NMLS ID 403501.
All loans subject to credit approval, some restrictions apply.
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