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Legacy of Military Service Honored in
District 5 for Community Veteran

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

Forty years after his passing,
Abraham B. Nelson, District 5, re-
ceived a traditional memorial with
military honors on Monday, Oct.
9. The small ceremony drew fam-
ily members, Haskell Osife-An-
tone American Legion Post 51,
GRIC Veterans & Family Services
Office (VFSO), and Gov. Stephen
Roe Lewis to honor the occasion.

Abraham’s remaining fami-
ly in attendance included grand-
children Edmond Carl Nelson,
Stanton ‘“Paul” Nelson, Contra
“Connie” Holt, Cheryl Thomas,
and Lawrence “Larry” Nelson, Sr.
Their families were also present to
honor Abraham’s memory.

“Today is heavy on my heart
and means a lot because this will
be the last, final good thing I can
do for my grandfather,” said Larry
Nelson, Sr.

Larry resides in Montana and
has worked with his wife to re-
trieve his grandfather’s military
records over the past two years
with various government entities.
His family recalls seeing an old

photo of their grandfather in uni-
form, rifle in hand and at attention,
but doesn’t remember Abraham
ever discussing his military ser-
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Members of the Nelson family stand at the site of Abraham B. Nelson’s grave with a newly erected
headstone provided by the Veterans & Family Services Office on Monday Oct. 9. Kyle Knox/GRIN

ed the VFSO. From that point

After obtaining Abraham’s
military records and confirming
his service, the family contact-

Continued on Page 4

Chief Azul Day Returns, Honors Last Traditional Leader

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

With the world ever-changing and Com-
munity youth aging into Community elders,
their life journeys become an experience in
history. Teaching these experiences becomes a

part of the Community’s cultural enrichment
that future generations will learn. The Gila
River Indian Community preserves the impor-
tance of teaching the Community’s history by
hosting the honorary memorial for the “Last
traditional Chief” Antonio Azul. This memo-

Veterans stand in salute in front of Chief Azul's grave including Gary Rodriguez, Aaron
Sabori, and Mike Smith at the Chief Azul Day Friday Oct. 13. Velia Moncada/GRIN
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rial took place from Oct. 13 to Oct. 14 from
Sunset until Sunrise in District 3.

“Chief Azul was a leader in extraordinary
times, and we still are in extraordinary times,”
said Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis in his speech
to the family and volunteers at the event. He
acknowledged that Chief Azul was a warrior,
military strategist, and a diplomat forming the
first militia in Arizona. “This is why we are
here, it’s not only to share in the present to
honor the past, but to keep this alive for the
future as well,” said Gov. Lewis as he recalled
Azul’s memory with a GRIC youth unfamiliar
with the his history.

Community veterans and Community first
responders from the Gila River Police Depart-
ment, Gila River Fire Department, Gila River
EMS, and Gila River Veterans & Family Ser-
vice Office lead a procession from the Gover-
nance Center until meeting at the West Cem-
etery in Sacaton. Community members and
volunteers from the Huhugam Heritage Center
marched into the premises where Chief Azul
was laid to rest in 1909.

“He protected our land, our borders. He
protected us for what we have today,” said Lt.
Gov. Monica Antone, as she thanked the vol-
unteers and veterans for their civic duties in
hosting and honoring Chief Azul.

Six generations of family members from

Continued on Page 5

Art, Poetry Contest
Aims to Shed Light
on Suicide and

Prevention

Frances Histia receives her
award for her art submission for
the Whispers of Hope Contest.
Photo courtesy of Tribal Education
Department

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

In recognition of Sept. be-
ing National Suicide Prevention
Month, Gila River Indian Com-
munity’s Tribal Education De-
partment hosted an art and poetry
contest with the theme “Whispers
of Hope” for Gila River Indian
Community youth in grades 3-12.

On Sept. 29, three winners
were announced: Francis Histia,
District 3, an 11th grader from
Casa Grande Union High School
submitted an art piece; Alayna
Mark, District 3, a 12th grader
also from CGUHS submitted a
poem titled “Diminuendo” and a
third 11th grader from District 3
who wished to remain anonymous
submitted a poem titled “Hold
On.” Their art and poems can be
seen online at gricted.com.

“It’s truly a fun project and
I absolutely love to see the faces
of the winners/participants when
they receive their rewards,” said
Nadia Huff, TED case manage-
ment coordinator, who plans to
make the contest an annual event.

The winners received a “calm
down” swag bag from TED that
included a TED blanket, stress
relievers, a water bottle, stickers,
mints and a scented TEDdy bear
along with a certificate of partic-
ipation and a family pack of four
tickets to the Children’s Museum
of Phoenix.

National Suicide Prevention
Month aims to remember lives lost
to suicide and acknowledge indi-
viduals, families and communities

Continued on Page 3

PORTER & JOHNSON DAY

Basha Museum Relocates
Cultural Items
Page 9
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Family Affected by Fraudulent
Sober Living Facility

Project Dream Catcher
Graduates Native Entrepreneurs
Page 12
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Miss Indian Arizona 2023-24 Laney Lupe, White Mountain Apache
Tribe, after being crowned by 2022-23 Miss Indian Arizona Sistine

Lewis. Velia Moncada/GRIN

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

The 62nd Miss Indian Ari-
zona (MIA) Scholarship Program
occurred on Oct 14. at the Chan-
dler Center for the Arts, Show-
casing seven talented women
representing themselves and their
communities for the opportunity
of a lifetime. Laney Lupe from
the White Mountain Apache Tribe
was selected as the 2023-24 Miss
Indian Arizona.

The MIA scholarship pro-
gram participants underwent six
categories to showcase them-
selves in, including an interview,
talent (contemporary or tradition-
al), evening gown attire, tradition-
al dress, oral presentation, and
personal interviews.

Kelsey Martinez from the
Gila River Indian Community par-
ticipated in the 2023 MIA schol-
arship program, representing her
roots in District 3. In Martinez’s
talent showcase, she demonstrat-

ed how O’otham women cleaned
cowhide. In her traditional reflec-
tions and oral presentation, she
described her traditional dress that
an O’otham woman would wear
when completing tasks around her
home.

Contestants for the MIA
scholarship program were Tonana
Ben from the Navajo Nation;
Manderee Jose from Salt River Pi-
ma-Maricopa Indian Community;
Laney Maria Lupe, White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe; Natiana King
from the Navajo Nation, and Sta-
cia Colleen Scott, from the Colo-
rado River Indian Tribes.

“I feel great!” said 2023-24
Miss Indian Arizona Laney Lupe
after winning her new title and
role. Lupe’s platform will promote
physical health and its connection
to an individual’s mental, spiritu-
al, and physical well-being.

The other awards and nomi-
nees for the night are as follows:
People’s Choice - Samantha
Stauffer, Miss Congeniality -

Kelsey Martinez,
demonstrates how to clean cowhide in her cultural presentation at
the 2023 Miss Indian Arizona Scholarship Pageant. Velia Moncada/
GRIN

Tonana Ben, Community Service
Award - Kelsey Martinez, Essay
Award - Natiana King, Evening
Wear - Samantha Stauffer, Talent
Award - Natiana King, Oral Pre-
sentation - Natiana King.

from the Gila River

Indian Community,

Natiana King was selected as
MIA’s first attendant for 2023-24,
and Tonana Ben was chosen as the
2023-24 MIA second attendant,
both representing the Navajo Na-
tion.

All seven contestants at the 2023 Miss Indian Arizona pageant
present their traditional attire in front of the judges before the final
results are announced. Velia Moncada/GRIN

Poetry Contest from
the front Page

that have been impacted as well as
raise awareness about prevention
and share messages of hope.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices Office of Minority Health,
the overall death rate from sui-
cide is about 20 percent higher for
American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tive communities than the overall
U.S. population.

The contest was developed

Embracing Life During Suicide Prevention & Awareness Month

Gilo Bhver ndian Commurnity Trisal Sducation Degartmont (5000 5620 3667 wavwegricted com

to promote suicide prevention,
awareness and education through-
out the Community, according to
Huff, who helped lead the efforts.

“The decision to choose an
expressive outlet to allow the
youth in the Community to show
how they are embracing life and
hope for suicide prevention came
easy in the form of a contest,”
Huff said. She added that they
were ‘“hoping that we can get
more kids in the Community to
get a bit more comfortable in ex-
pressing their thoughts about the
subject matter.”

Diminuendo

Breathe..... Can you hear them?
Breathe... Do you see them?
Breathe, | can hear them
Breathe! | can’t see them
Breathelll

The desperation, the degradation, and implication
The inflation, frustration, and transiation
How can they do this, who does this, why did they do this?
The accusation, affixation, and allegation
olication and defamation

| don't understand it

not candid, I'm reprimanded

But soon encugh.-

Inspiring song, how | long to be strong

They s
They whisp
“Smile, gothe mile, make it worthwhile
ry, apphy, and why do you speak in rhyme!
| think it's time, to step out, it's not a cime
Why be evervone else?”

hem
gar them

| hear them, | see them, my intrusive elusive thoughts
Wy eternal mortal friends
| see the stars shine brightly,
Amazing, as they all are blazing, appraising
The night as it lights up the might of the moon
As my friends light up mine

Oh, thesa whispers of affirmation, creation, salvation, aspiration, and inspiration
What I'm trying to inquire is this entire poem are to inspire
Whispers of hope

Above is the poem “Diminuendo” by Casa Grande Union High

School student Alayna Mark, District 3.

Huff is also part of the Com-
munity’s Suicide Prevention work
group that works alongside Gila
River Health Care’s Behavioral
Health Department and other de-
partments.

She also leads an initiative to
create a “training challenge” for
TED employees to learn skills and

Photo courtesy of TED.

coping mechanisms that can aid in
suicide prevention and awareness.
For information about suicide
prevention, call Gila River Be-
havioral Health Services at 520-
562-3321, ext. 7100. Also, the
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline is
available 24 hours a day.
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Legacy of Service
from
the front Page

forward, the VFSO staff
worked with the Nelson
family to plan an official
memorial with military hon-
ors in Abraham’s recogni-
tion.

“It took years for us
to retrieve his records but
once we did, we realized
my grandfather was buried
without honors. So from
that point we began to work

with VFSO to give my
grandfather the honors he
deserves,” said Larry Nel-
son, Sr.

VFSO’s significant as-
sistance yielded the cost of
the headstone placement,
presentation of the “Burial”
Flag to the family, and a 21-
gun salute for the memorial.

During the ceremony,
Vah-Ki Presbyterian church
members shared hymns for
guests including one sung in
the traditional O’otham lan-
guage. A prayer and address
was provided by David

Stewart. Lawrence Nelson’s
wife, Misala Peo-Nelson
(Nez Perce / Umatilla),
a member of the Native
American Women Warriors
organization, also presented
the family with commemo-
rative dog tags on this day.
Abraham B. Nelson,
born Jan. 8, 1892, was an
active member of the Com-
munity and his district.
Widely regarded in Dis-
trict 5, Nelson maintained
a strong presence there due
to his dedication and service
to the Vah-Ki Presbyteri-

an Church, where he also
served as a deacon.

Later in life, Abraham
would serve in the US Army
in May of 1915 during the
Mexican Border War, sta-
tioned at the US-Mexico
border. During his service,
he served in the CO F st
Infantry Artillery Unit until
the conflict ended in 1919.

Like many Native
American service members,
Abraham would serve at a
time before Native Ameri-
cans were granted citizen-
ship in 1924. Larry cites

this as a measure of his
grandfather’s character as
being “willing to pick up a
rifle and defend a country
that doesn’t see him as a
citizen.” Larry and his fam-
ily are proud of Abraham’s
dedication to his Communi-
ty and to the country.

Prior to the memorial,
Governor Lewis directed
tribal staff to fly the US flag
at half-mast at the GRIC
Governance Center in honor
of Abraham’s service.

During his remarks,
Gov. Lewis also mentioned

that Abraham lived along-
side Chief Antonio Azul and
served when the US was in
conflict with Mexican forc-
es, including Pancho Villa.
“We, as a Community,
have a long history of hon-
oring our veterans through-
out time. Today, 40 years
later, we are still honoring
those that gave to this coun-
try and for those that paid
the ultimate sacrifice in
service to this nation,” said
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis.

Lawrence “Larry” Nelson Sr. opens the ceremony honoring his grandfather among
their family, District 5 members, Veterans & Family Services Office staff, and Haskell

Osife-Antone American Legion Post 51. Kyle Knox/GRIN

IS

Gila River

HEALTH CARE

grhc.org

Eel

Community veteran David Anderson presents the burial flag to Gov. Stephen Roe
Lewis before giving it to the family of Abraham B. Nelson at his memorial service
Monday Oct. 9. Kyle Knox/GRIN

\\ GRHC COVID-19 HOTLINE
(520) 550-6079

Please remember that all smoking

is prohibited at all Gila River Health

Care campus locations.
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VETERANS DAY

Gila River Health Care’s
Administrative Offices, Outpatient Clinics, and
Pharmacies will be

Friday, November 10, 2023

CLOSED

Regular business hours will resume on
Monday, November 13, 2023

Komatke Health Center

Thursday,

November 16*"

988 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE: CALL OR TEXT 988

LIFE CENTER

DIABETES, ENDOCRINOLOGY & WELLNESS

HOT!

Questions, please call Gila River Health
Care at (520) 562-3321 Ext. 1495.

Please refer to the calendar of events for

updates GRHC.ORG/FLU.

Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital

Saturday,
November 18"

e
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GRIC CRISIS HOTLINE: 1-800-259-3449
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Veteran’s Corner

Submission by
GRIC Veteran and Family
Service Office

The Veteran and Fam-
ily Services Office (VFSO)
is located at 264 S. Bluebird
Rd. behind the fire station.
We provide a variety of ser-
vices to Veterans and their
families. Our most often
requested services are filing
disability claims and claims
for surviving spouses. We
can assist Veterans request-
ing replacement DD214s
or ordering military gov-
ernment headstones. If you
are interested in finding out
what you may be eligible
for as a Veteran, surviving
spouse or for minor aged
dependent children, please
make an appointment and
we will review the benefits
with you. Please let us know
of any elderly Veterans that
may require well-check vis-

its. If you would like us to
keep a copy of your DD214
on file, you may bring it in
for us to scan (no appoint-
ment is necessary). We
will not keep originals or
hard copies. You may sub-
mit your DD214 by email
to kimberly.skelton.vfso@

gric.nsn.us

Meet our staff:

Peer Specialist - US
Army Darrell Whitman

520-610-2037

Peer Specialist- USMC
Wesley Rhodes 520-610-
4383

Veterans Service Offi-
cer —USMC Kim Skelton
520-610-7644

VFSO Coordinator-
USMC Ret. Eric White 520-
610-8793

Administrative  Assis-
tant -Samantha Jackson
520-610-5135

Veterans, if you were
discharge with an Honor-

able or Under Honorable
Conditions Discharge, you
are eligible to be buried
with military funeral hon-
ors. This includes flag fold-
ing and presentation, 21
gun salute and the playing
of Taps. Your family must
provide a DD214 to show
eligibility for this to occur.

Please make sure your
family knows where your
DD214 is located or have a
copy on file with our office.

--October is Agent Or-
ange Awareness month

--Nov 9, 2023 Veteran’s
Day luncheon at the District
3 Multipurpose building
11:00 AM for Veterans and
their families.

-- Nov 11, 2023 is Vet-
eran’s Day. Thank a Veteran
for their service!

We assist GRIC Mili-
tary Veteran employees and
their families.

Chief Azul from the
front Page

the Azul family arrived to
witness this memorial. All
were honored to see their
sixth-great grandfather rec-
ognized for his esteemed
rankings in political, mili-
tary, and educational advo-
cacy in the Community.
“All young people, re-

ally need to ask questions
of their moms and dads and
uncles, and especially ask
questions of your grandpar-
ents,” said Dean Azul, 5th
generation descendant of
Antonio Azul. “There’s a lot
of history that you can learn
from them that you proba-
bly don’t know about, and
when they pass away you’ll
find yourself asking about

things.”

The second day of the
memorial brought togeth-
er traditional singers, food
vendors, and military veter-
ans to the annual tribute. At
the same time, the military
veterans stood on guard in
front of the grave in honor
of Chief Azul. The ceremo-
ny concluded at sunrise on
Oct. 14.

(From left to right) Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis,Stanley Sterling, Donald Sabori, David
Anderson, Sage Etsitty Jr., Gary Rodriguez, Kimberly Skelton, Arnie Bread, Darrell
Whitman, Josiah Manuel, Martin Isvak, Aaron Sabori, Joey Whitman, Lt. Gov. Monica
Antone and Paul Maroney stand for photo at the memorial of Chief Antonio Azul.

Velia Moncada/GRIN

|

Photo of the four wreaths placed on Chief Antonio Azul’s gravesite carried in by
veterans, first responders, and Jr. ROTC members from Blackwater Community

School. Velia Moncada/GRIN
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Gila River Indian Community
Santan District 4

1510 W. Santan Rd/Homerun Rd

\l Veterans & Families Invited

Traditional Blessing 7am
Registration 8am
Continental Breakfast 8:00 —9:00am
Posting of Colors 9:00am
Program 9:10am
Lunch 11:30am —12:30pm
DOD Gear 1pm

Guest

Speakers

For More Information Please Contact Doug Juan (602-327-5973) or

Doreen Atkinson-Juan at (602-689-2837)

Funded in part by the Arizona Department of Veterans Services made available through the Arizona Veterans Donation Fund

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
IN THE RE: Case: CEDRIC STONEI, Petitioner/Plaintiff
VS. ROLAIID WILLIAM BLACI(WATER JR., Respon-

dent/Defendant

CASE Number: CY-2023-0165-MO
TO: Roland William Blaclswater Jr., 949 E. Roma Ave.

#6, Phoenix, AZ, 85014

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that a civil action has
been filed against you in the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity Court. YOU shall respond at an Answer/Response
Hearing regarding this matter on:

Tuesday, November 14,2023 at 10:00 AM in Court-

room |,

AKIMEL O’'OTHAM LODITHA KUD K,

721 West Seed Farm Road, Sacaton, AZ.
YOU may respond in writing. However, even if you do
S0, your presence at the Answer/Response Hearing is

still required. If a written answer or response is made, it
shall be filed and served before the date of the hearing,

unless the time is extended by order of the Court.

If you fail to appear and defend, judgment by default will

be entered against you for the relief demanded in the
complaint or petition.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Gila River Indian

Community in the State of Arizona.

DATED this 26th day of September, 2023
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HUHUGAM HERITAGE CENTER

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

S-he:

p1Ig

Mashath -

He’ekia? How many?

Submission by
Huhugam Heritage Center

S-he:pijig Mashath trans-
lates to the “cold month,”
which notes the arrival of cool-
er weather and windy days.

There are several ways of
counting in O’otham, each are
slightly different, depended on
the items being counted. Say
you wanted to ask someone
how old they are. One way to
ask this question in O’otham
is to say “He’ekia ap vud ‘i
aithag?” (How old are you?)
This question makes use of
the O’otham word “he’ekia”
which the word that corre-
sponds to the English word
(how many) and the phrase
“vud ahithag” (to be a certain
number of years old). One way
to respond to this question is to
use the phrase “Thai
ahithag” which says (I am

old) and add in your
age using the O’otham number.
For example, you could say

GETAYOURFLUSHOTA

ila River

HEALTH CARE

Hu Hu Kam Memoriol Hospital
Komatke Health Center

“Thain gokko vesthma:m ahi-
thag” (I am twenty years old).

He’ekia is used in differ-
ent situations when you are
asking how many people or
items are being counted. It is
also used when you want to ask
how much something costs, or
its worth. This is accomplished
by using the question “He’ek-
ia namkig?” (How much does
it cost?). There are many pos-
sible answers to the question
“He’ekia namkig?” that range
from “I:vo ‘o s-namkig.” (It’s
really expensive.) to “Bi ‘o shai
namkig.” (It’s not that expen-
sive). We can also give the ex-
act price by using “pi:sh” and
“lial” (Dollars and cents.) like
“Tho vaik pi:sh ch heg hemako
lial.” (It costs $3.25).

The O’otham  word
“he’ekia” is very useful and
used when you want to find
out how many people or things
there are in a group. One last
example for counting how
many is asking how many pets

iy Mg e

somebody owns. This can be
done with “he’ekia” by us-
ing the general term for pets
“shoshiga” or by asking spe-
cifically using the animal name
and using the word ending “—
ga” which denotes ownership.
For example: You can ask
“He’ekia ap ‘i mimitholga?”
(How many cats do you own?)
if you wanted to know how
many cats someone owns. The
response would be in the same
manner as the previous replies.
As you can see, any item can
be applied to “he’ekia?” (How
many?).

This month’s “Chukud
ha Thash” (Ghost’s their day),
or (Halloween). When O’oth-
am adapted to western society
practices, they named items
related to certain observations.
In this case, they applied cer-
tain words to different Hal-
loween items. “O’o Otham”
(skeleton), “ge’e s-uam ha:l”
(jack ‘o lantern), “chu:chkud
ha-ki:” (ghost’s their house), or

v

-

Beginning September 6, 2023, the Flu Vaccine will be
available to GRHC Patients. Walk-in to one of our GRHC

Primary Care Departments or visit a vaccine outreach event.
*Please refer to the colendar of events for updates GRHC.ORG/HUB

(520) 562-3321 Ext. 1495
{520) 550-6000 Ext. G060

Hou'pal (Red Toil Howk) Health Center (520) 796-2600 Ext. 2697
{520) 5658-3881

=r Ak-Chin Clinic
Pediatrics Department

(520) 562-3321 Ext. 7337

He’ekia a’al am oimed?

He’ekia 0’0 Otham ab
ke:k?

He’ekia ge’e s-ua:m ha:l
am hehem?

He’ekia ba:ban ‘o
hi’hink?

He’ekia nanakmel ap
feid?
He’ekia chu:chkud ha-ki:

ab neid?

Clipart Courtesy Robert Johnson

He’ekia Chukud ha Thash Haichu ap fieid? Match the question with
its picture and answer!

Chudp ge’e s-uam
ha:l ‘o hehem.

Al fieid hethasp
nanakmel.

Go:k 0’0 Otham
am Ke:k.

Vaik ba:ban ‘o
hi’hink.

Gi’ik a’al am

oimed.

Ail iieid hemako
chu:chkud ha-ki:

haunted house. Of course, we
already know what a’al, ba:ban
and nanak’mel are in O’otham.
This month’s word match will
test your understanding of this
question word as well as your
numbers in O’otham. We en-

courage you to ask an Elder or
fluent speaker how to say the
phrases as they may be differ-
ent between villages.

A special Thank You to
community Elders for sharing
their knowledge about he’ek-

1520) 5462-5100

GILA RIVER INDLAN COMMUNITY
TRIBAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

ia? and Chukud ha Thash that
made this article possible.

Crossword Puzzle
Solution
on Page 15
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AND FLU SYMPTOMS
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» Fever

Both COVID-19 and Flu
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Runny or stuffy nose
Sore throat

+ Trouble breathing

Stay Home, See your Healthcare

Provider & get tested
Look for emergency warning signs:

+ Continwous pain or pressure in chest
+ Mew confusion, Inability to wake or stay awake, bluish face
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Navigating the Fraudulent Sober Living Home Crisis

A cautionary tale of one family’s search for hope that turned into a devastating ordeal

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

For Vickie Alba, a Gila
River Indian Community
member from District 6,
what started as an oppor-
tunity to further her career
ended up as an up-close ex-
perience with a fraudulent
sober living home. Alba
told her story to the Gila
River Indian News in an
effort to make Community
members aware of the dan-
gers these fake business can
create — dangers that also
endangered Alba’s daughter
Frances Schlater, a member
of the La Jolla Band of Lu-
isefio Indians Tribe.

Earlier this year, the
mother and daughter came
across an ad on social media
that offered tax preparation
classes. “My mother and I
decided to pursue them in
hopes of me getting into a
good career,” said Frances.
“I genuinely just wanted to
pursue my career and find
something.”

The tax prep classes
were held two to three times
each week, offering discus-
sions and packet work on
becoming a tax preparer and
how to provide customer
service, said Schlater.

“However, the estab-
lishment itself was ques-
tionable,” Frances recalls.
“I remember saying to my
mother, ‘It seems kind of
sketchy here.””

Schlater explains that
she brushed off her concerns
because of the seemingly
valuable services offered by
the company, which includ-

ed a certificate upon com-
pletion of the program. She
completed the classes and
ended up finding a job as
a tax preparer. Both wom-
en’s personal information
remained on file with the
company. The organization
eventually reached out to
Vickie Alba after the com-
pany opened a sober living
environment specifically for
Native Americans.

“Since they knew that
we were Native, they want-
ed me to give them some
input and they were creating
their website,” said Alba.
“They said, ‘Well, if you’re
looking for a job, we would
really love for you to come
work with us. We want to
provide services to the Na-
tive American community.
They’re highly underserved
and we would just like to
help them.””

Alba adds, “I truly
thought that they meant
this.”

Alba, who holds a state
certification in peer support,
thought she might be of
use in the organization, al-
though the job position was
for an ““art therapist” — a role
she had never done before
and which she says lacked a
job description. She recalls
being invited for an infor-
mal job interview in a local
park.

“Yes, I have a degree,
but I’ve never done this type
of work,” said Alba, who
explained that to the compa-
ny. “I’m not a counselor or
a therapist or anything like
that, (but) that didn’t seem
to bother them.”

Vickie Alba and Frances Schlater together before their
experience with a fraudulent sober living home in
Phoenix this year. Photo courtesy of Vickie Alba

Alba was in school at
the time and could only
work one day each week. As
she explains it, the organiza-
tion agreed to work with her
schedule. The mother adds
that she previously worked
for behavioral health facili-
ties in the Valley, but those
environments were far dif-
ferent from this particular
place. As time went on, she
says, those differences be-
came clear.

“I can remember I was
only there one day a week
and I would go from one
classroom, two hours with
those clients and then they
would actually drive me to
another facility where there
were other clients and I was
there with them,” said Alba.

Alba says she believed
it was a legitimate program
providing a service to those
in need, despite the lack of

Help for AHCCCS American Indian Health Program Members

2-1

R

ARIZONA

If you are in immediate danger, call 911

If you are, or know of, an AHCCCS member who lives in a sober living
home or residential facility and you need help, please tell AHCCCS.

Get Help With Health Care Services

Call 2-1-1 and then press 7.

Report Abuse

If you or a loved one were mistreated by a provider: (602) 417-4885
or email COM@&azahcces.gow.

Report Provider Fraud

It is illegal for someone to offer gift cards, meals, cash, or other gifts
in exchange for Medicaid services.

* |n Arizona: (602) 417-4045
* Tollfree outside of Arizona Only: B8B-ITS-NOT-OK or BB8-487-6686

a written curriculum to fol-
low and other staff mem-
bers leaving as quickly as
they were hired. Similar
red flags began to follow as
there were a fast increase in
clients shared Alba.

“I’d go to work and
we’d have like 20 or 30 new
clients,” Alba explains, add-
ing that she began to ques-
tion where the new clients
were coming from. She says
she eventually found out
that clients were being uti-
lized to recruit more people.

“They were actually,
you know, paying them and
encouraging them to go out
there and giving them in-
centives to bring in more
people from the streets,”
says Alba.

In legitimate sober liv-
ing environments, the facil-
ities typically provide safe
housing and supportive,
structured living conditions
for those dealing with sub-
stance abuse.

Shortly after becoming
employed with the program,
Alba thought her daugh-
ter, Frances, who had been
struggling with her mental
health, might benefit from
the place as well.

“They promised that
she’d be okay there, that
she could go to school, go
to work,” Alba explained.
“They were happy to have
her, and I truly thought that
they meant it. You know, I
truly thought that, okay, it’s
going to be okay. I’'m here.
I’ll be able to see her.”

Alba  explains that
many of the classes were
being held in spaces around
the Valley previously used
for the tax preparation class-
es — including two classes in
shopping plazas that lacked
adequate space for such
classes.

As Alba tells it, the ac-
tual “sober living homes”
were situated in residential
neighborhoods in two-story
houses that were often bare.
She says the vehicles used
to transport clients were
unidentifiable with such a
business. Assuming that

more furniture and ameni-
ties would be added soon,
Alba says she tried to over-
look those conditions, given
that the organization was
just starting out.

Alba adds that many of
their employees were tasked
with multiple roles and were
underqualified for their po-
sitions — including the ther-
apists who offered only
15-minute sessions with cli-
ents and YouTube videos on
substance abuse. The pro-
gram lacked basic needs and
structure, says Alba, includ-
ing regular meals and water
for clients. Lunch often con-
sisted of just pizza and soda.

“If you’re going to have
people in a sober living en-
vironment, you should pro-
vide, in my mind, healthy
food, healthy snacks, and
plenty of water,” said Alba.
She adds that it was her un-
derstanding that the owners
and employees lived in the
Phoenix area, but none of
them had previous back-
ground working with tribal
members.

According to her, they
served many tribal mem-
bers from at least 14 differ-
ent tribes from around the
country, including as far as
Alaska.

When asked why she
continued to work for the
program, Vickie said, I
kept going back because I
truly cared about the cli-
ents and I really felt like we
bonded.”

Vickie’s daughter,
Frances, experienced a
much different side of the
operation when she began
staying in one of the homes.
Frances, a college student,
admitted herself into the
facility thinking it might
improve her mental health
while allowing her to attend
work and school.

However, she saw that
staff was not always present
and the poor living condi-
tions attracted cockroach-
es. She saw pills scattered
throughout the house, the
backyard littered with cig-
arette butts and empty beer
bottles, and a glass sliding
door that had been shat-
tered. Frances explains that
many of the clients were
afraid to speak up about
these issues for fear of get-
ting kicked out or in trouble.

She revealed that cli-
ents were permitted to leave
on the weekends and were
encouraged to recruit other
tribal members by receiv-
ing compensation. She says
that they also were allowed
to continue using drugs and
alcohol in the home. She re-
called one client who was
fed up and refused to recruit
additional clients.

“These people are mak-
ing money, so much mon-
ey off of us, off of Native
Americans who are vulnera-

ble, who are desperate, who
have mental health issues,
who have addictions. And
they’re just going to take
anything,” said Schlater.
“All 1T wanted was mental
health services and safe res-
idency, but somehow my
mother and I got caught up
in this loop to where they
happen to be fraudulent.”

One morning during
her stay, Frances says she
became involved in an al-
tercation with another client
in the home who verbally
abused her. “So I put my
foot down and confront-
ed her,” said Schlater, who
asked the individual not to
speak to her that way. The
individual then became
physically violent towards
Frances, she says, pushing
her to the ground and hitting
her, causing a concussion, a
black eye, back injury and
multiple bruises.

Staff was not present
at the time, says Schlater.
Phoenix police became in-
volved and treated it as a
domestic violence situation.
Both Frances and the in-
dividual were arrested and
Frances was taken to the
emergency room.

Afterwards, Vickie
went to the home to find
out more information about
what happened and to re-
trieve her daughter’s be-
longings. She was then told
by staff that Frances had
started the fight, despite
none of the staff being pres-
ent to witness the altercation
at the time.

“It was really hard for
me to look at my daughter
because she was covered in
bruises from head to toe,”
said Vickie Alba. “It makes
me very sad because there
are .. good places that will
provide good care, but (we
got) caught up in all of these
lies.”

After she quit the com-
pany, Alba filed reports
against the organization,
which is being investigat-
ed. Schlater is still recover-
ing from her injuries while
continuing her education in
medical billing and coding.
Both Frances and her moth-
er have received additional
assistance from Gila River
Health Care’s Behavioral
Health Services, including
counseling and therapy.

If you or a loved one
have been affected by a
fraudulent facility please
call and report the site by
dialing 211, dial 1 for En-
glish, and option 7 to report
or receive services.

If an emergency or
crime has taken place don’t
hesitate to call 911. And for
those seeking services re-
lated to addiction or mental
health call the Gila River
Health Care’s Behavioral
Health Services at (520)-
562-3321 ext. 7100.
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U.N. Representative Visits GRIC,
Tours Heritage Center

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

On Oct. 6, United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples José Francisco Cali
Tzay visited the Gila River
Indian Community, where
he toured the Huhugam
Heritage Center.

“I appreciate the in-

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis
and José Francisco Cali
Tzay, at the Huhugam
Heritage Center on Oct.
6. Emma Hughes/GRIN

vitation of the Gila River
tribe to be here with them,
to learn about their histo-
ry, to learn about their past
struggle, and especially I
came here to be educated
on the reality that they are
living,” Cali Tzay said. “It’s
amazing what they shared
with us today because there
are some things that nobody
knows internationally.”

Cali Tzay is Maya
Kagqchikel from Guatemala
and was appointed Special
Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples in 2020,
addressing human rights vi-
olations against the Indige-
nous Peoples in Guatemala
and worldwide. He has been
representing Indigenous
peoples at the U.N. for near-
ly 40 years.

Special ~ Rapporteurs
are independent experts
appointed by the Human
Rights Council to respond
to individual complaints,
conduct studies, provide ad-
vice on technical coopera-
tion, and undertake country
visits to assess specific hu-
man rights situations.

Cali Tzay was joined
by Huhugam Heritage Cen-
ter staff and Gov. Stephen
Roe Lewis for a special tour
of the facility, where he was
given an inside look at the
Community’s rich history
on display in the gallery and
repository.

“They need to share
their history, everything that
they have achieved, that
is going to serve as an ex-
ample for other Indigenous
people around the world,”
Cali Tzay said.

Gov. Lewis said the
Community was really for-
tunate to have Cali Tzay
come to the Community,
“I had the opportunity to
speak with him and we had
a tremendous opportunity
to showcase our story, our
history here at the Huhugam
Heritage Center.”

Gov. Lewis added,
“This very important task in
documenting the struggles
and the ongoing survival of
Indigenous peoples, looking
at best practices are good
examples, but also looking
at where Indigenous peo-

HEADLINES

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
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Stephen Roe Lewis

Monica Antone

LL Gt

Leland Thomas, Assistant Curator provides a tour of the Huhugam Heritage
Center with Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis and José Francisco Cali Tzay. Emma
Hughes/GRIN

ples are struggling with
their needs, with their nation
states, with the countries;
that they are continuing to
survive within their Indige-
nous land bases, [honoring]
treaty rights, water rights.”
GRIC shared their his-
toric fight for water rights
and the new innovations to
protect and maintain their
water and land, especially
during Arizona’s current

mega drought.

“For him to come to the
Community and to see first-
hand, to hear our story and
our significant struggles and
successes as well, I think it
was important. He wants to
continue to keep the lines
of communication open as
well, as he continues to doc-
ument in his important posi-
tion,” Gov. Lewis said.

Cali Tzay shared that

he has been traveling to Bo-
livia, Ecuador, and Iceland,
documenting some of the
extreme situations and resil-
ience of Indigenous peoples
and communities.

Cali Tzay is currently
hosted at the University of
Arizona’s Indigenous Peo-
ples Law and Policy Pro-
gram at the James E. Rogers
College of Law.

October Designated as Domestic Violence Awareness Month by Gov. Hobbs

Lt. Gov. Monica Antone joins Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs, along with state
leaders and advocates for a signing ceremony on Oct. 3. Emma Hughes/
GRIN

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

On Oct. 3, Arizo-
na Gov. Katie Hobbs was
joined by Gila River Indi-
an Community’s Lt. Gov.
Monica Antone, public
officials, state agency em-
ployees, law enforcement,
and service providers for
a signing ceremony at the
State Capitol, declaring the
month of Oct. as Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.

“I was honored to at-
tend the signing ceremony,
alongside other advocates
across the state of Arizona

in honor of those victims
and survivors of domes-
tic violence,” said Lt. Gov.
Antone, “It’s time we take a
stand and bring attention to
the issue.”

According to  Gov.
Hobbs’ proclamation, more
than 52 million women
and 49 million men in the
United States have reported
experiencing physical vio-
lence by an intimate partner.

One in two women and
one in four men have ex-
perienced sexual violence,
physical violence, and/or
stalking by an intimate part-

ner during their lifetime. In
2022, there were 101 known
domestic  violence-related
fatalities across the state.

Thirty percent of chil-
dren are exposed to intimate
partner violence before the
age of two, and an addition-
al 26 percent are exposed
between the ages of two and
seven, creating adverse life-
long lasting effects.

Victims of domestic vi-
olence often experience sig-
nificant short and long-term
impacts, such as frequent
headaches, post-traumatic
stress symptoms, difficulty

sleeping, chronic pain, and
mental health effects.

“As Governor, I will
continue to look for ways
to protect and support vic-
tims of domestic violence
and their families, just as I
have done throughout my
career,” said Gov. Katie
Hobbs, “Today, 1 could not
be more proud to sign a
proclamation officially de-
claring Oct. Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month.”

Domestic Violence
Awareness Month can help
reduce the occurrence of
violence between intimate
partners, support survivors,
and reduce harm to individ-
uals, families, and commu-
nities.

“Today, I felt a heartfelt
welcome by many I worked
with in the past for the do-
mestic violence commis-
sion,” said Lt. Gov. Antone,
who in 2015 was assigned
to the Domestic Violence
Task Force for the State of
Arizona to develop a con-
solidated state-wide plan
to ensure coordinated and
efficient use of resources to
address domestic violence
prevention, prosecution,
and supportive services to
victims.

Lt. Gov. Antone added,
“Many have survived and
some have passed due to
violence, and it’s time to re-
flect and teach our children
that it’s not normal to be in

unhealthy relationships.”

As a symbol of unity
and hope, the State Capi-
tol’s Executive Tower will
be lit purple throughout
the month as part of the 9th
Lighting Arizona Purple
Campaign.

In collaboration with
the Governor’s Office of
Youth, Faith and Family
(GOYFF) and the Gov-
ernor’s Commission  to

Prevent Violence Against
Women, the campaign pro-
vides an opportunity to sup-

N/

port victims, connect fami-
lies and communities with
essential resources, and
encourage Arizonans to end
domestic violence.

“This work is vital to
preventing domestic vio-
lence, building resilience,
improving how to support
survivors, and addressing
the underlying causes of do-
mestic violence and trauma
in every corner of our state,”
said Tonya Hamilton, Cabi-
net Executive Officer for
GOYFF.

& I

Governor’s Office of Youth, Family and Faith

(GOYFF) Cabinet

Executive

Officer Tonya

Hamilton and GRIC Lt. Gov. Monica Antone. Emma

Hughes/GRIN
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Eddie Basha Collection to be donated to two metro Phoenix museums

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

The Basha family,
founders of one of Arizo-
na’s largest grocery chains,
will donate the late Eddie
Basha’s Collection of fine
art, including American In-
dian and Western American
art, to the Heard Museum
in Phoenix and the Western
Spirit: Scottsdale’s Museum
of the West. The Basha fam-
ily officially announced the
move at the Basha Gallery
located at the Basha’s Sup-
port Center in South Chan-
dler on Monday, Oct. 9.

Edward “Eddie” Najeeb
Basha Jr. was the chairman
and CEO of Basha’s Inc.,
Arizona’s family-owned
grocery store company. The
small company expanded to
160 stores across Arizona,
becoming integral to many
diverse communities. In
1971, under the encourage-
ment of his aunt Zelma Ba-
sha, Eddie began collecting
art. He grew up captivated
by the American West and
gravitated toward Western
art genres. He also built the
gallery to house all of it and
welcomed the public to see
his art pieces free of charge.

The donation gift com-

The Heard Museum’s David M. Roche, GRIC Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis, Nadine Basha, Arizona Gov.
Katie Hobbs, and CEP of the Western Spirit Museum of the West, Todd Bankofier at the Eddie Basha
Collection on Oct. 9. CPAO Photo

prises more than 2,000
works of art that span three
centuries, including rare
and important examples of
paintings, sculpture, jewel-
ry, pottery, katsina dolls, and
basketry from the Akimel
O’otham, Tohono O’odham,

Yavapai, Apache, Hopi, and
Navajo tribes. Pieces of art
from members of the Cow-
boy Artists of America and
many other artists are also
featured in the collection.

In March of 2013, Ed-
die Basha Jr. passed away.

The Raley’s Company pur-
chased the Basha chain in
2021, and now the massive
art collection requires a new
home.

“My family and I are
delighted to make this gift
to the Heard Museum and

Western Spirit: Scottsdale
Museum of the West. We
are confident that these two
world-class institutions will
be excellent partners in ful-
filling Eddie’s wish to con-
tinue to share the collection
and have it remain in Ari-

zona,” said Nadine Basha,
Basha’s widow.

Gov. Stephen Roe
Lewis also attended and dis-
cussed the mutual respect
between Basha and local
tribes.

“The Gila River Indian
Community has a long his-
tory with the Basha fami-
ly. Eddie Basha had such a
deep understanding of the
culture,” said Gov. Lewis.

The collection will re-
main at its Chandler loca-
tion through Nov. 30 before
moving to their new homes
in Phoenix and Scottsdale.

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis
shares remarks for the
gathered audience.
CPAO Photo

Missing Person Identification Project helps GRIC Families

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

Thirty people from
seven Gila River Indian
Community families with
missing relatives met with
federal and tribal law en-

forcement authorities and
other resource providers at
the Missing Person Identi-
fication Project (MPIP) on
Sept. 26-27 in District 3’s
Sacaton Middle School and
the District 6 Head Start
Center.

The goal of this pro-
gram is to provide families
an opportunity to file for a
new missing person’s re-
port or provide supplement
critical identification infor-
mation to an ongoing case.
In addition, the MPIP event

DATE

SEPTEMEBER 20, 2023

OCTOBER 4, 2023 |

Gila River Indian Community

2023 GENERAL ELECTION

SEPTEMBER 26, 2\‘323 | VOTER REGISTRATION CLOSES for the General Election

| ﬁmc Om'nmuniu' Council uﬂiﬂu the election rmltui'mm the
Primary Election, held September 19, 2023

EVENT

I OPEMS for the General Election,
Hmre ber 7, 2023

OCTOBER &, 2023

NOVEMBER &, 2023

ABSENTEE VOTING OPENS_ for the General Election

| ABSENTEE VOTING CLOSES, for the General Election,
All absentee ballots must be accepted by a District Judge or the
| Tribal Elections office by 5 pm.

November 7, 2023

GRIC GENERAL ELECTION DAY
Districts 1,2,3,4,5,6&7

NOVEMEER 13, 2023 |

| DEADLINE TO PROTEST THE ELECTION: any registered voler can file a
protest in writing to the Election Board Chairperson by 5:00 pm.

DECEMBER B, 2023 |

JANUARY 1, 2024

| GRIC Community Council certifies the election results from the
General Election

Newly elected candidates for the Office of Govemnor,
Lieutenant Governor, Chief Judge and Associate Judges =

are swomn Into office,

allowed families and law
enforcement to cross-ref-
erence missing persons’
reports that are closed and/
or state that the person is no
longer missing.

DNA was collected
from family members to as-
sist with investigations into
nine cases, including seven
missing persons cases and
two cold-case homicides.
One family that attended the
event for their missing fam-
ily member was also able to
inquire about another rela-
tive who was murdered in
1990. They were connect-
ed to the law enforcement
agency that led the investi-
gation in the 1990s.

“Hosting this event is
will hopefully bring out any

additional information in
the Community, making it
a one-stop shop for victims
and the families, where they
can talk to different services
and agencies,” said Chief
Jesse Crabtree, Gila River
Police Department.

Support services on
hand included NamUs (Na-
tional Missing and Uniden-
tified Persons System), the
Gila River Police Depart-
ment, the FBI, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs Murdered and
Missing Unit, Gila River
Prosecutor’s Officer, Unit-
ed States Attorney’s Office,
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity Crime Victim Services
and the Gila River Behav-
ioral Health services.

“This is really for the

Community and for the
victims and their families
so that they may receive
some answers and ulti-
mately some closure,” said
Jerry Grambow, a supervi-
sory special agent with the
FBI covering the Phoenix
region. “When the FBI is
working in collaboration
with other tribal agencies,
this is the best way to help.
It’s a team approach; togeth-
er to help individuals in the
Community.”

Similar MPIP events
are tentatively scheduled
at other Native American
communities in Arizona,
including the Pascua Yaqui
Tribe and Fort McDowell
Yavapai Nation in the com-
ing months.

Gila River Fire Dept. Crisis Response Team distributed teddy bears to
families in need to decompress at the MPIP event. Velia Moncada/GRIN
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day 2023 Indigenizes the Valley

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

The  Indigenous-led,
Indigenous-owned art and
entrepreneur space Cahokia
Socialtech + Artspace host-
ed the second annual Indig-
enous Peoples’ Day Festival
on Oct. 9. This year’s event
took place at the Margaret T.
Hance Park in Phoenix for a
day of celebrations dedicat-
ed to America’s Indigenous
people and Arizona tribes.

The festival included cul-
tural presentations, musical
performances, a skateboard-
ing competition, vendors as
well as informational booths
including one set up by the
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity, who were also a spon-
sor. Local leaders including
Phoenix Mayor Kate Galle-
go attended in addition to-
various tribal leaders.

Gila River Royalty was
also on hand with 2023-
24 Miss Gila River Mavis

Thomas and 2023-24 Jr.
Miss Gila River Eleanor
Lynch participating in the
festivities.

“We wanted to organize
a festival that would cele-
brate the unique cultures,
identities, and talents of all
of our amazing Indigenous
people here,” said Mike
Webb, Community Culti-
vator for Cahokia. Webb
explained that Cahokia is a
platform to amplify Indig-
enous voices and perspec-

Photo of the many booths, vendors, and activities found at the Indigenous
Peoples’ Day festival. Velia Moncada/GRIN

_ ‘ » el

An Aztec dance performance took place at the Indigenous Peoples’ Day
event on Oct. 9. CPAO Photo

tives, especially through
means of entrepreneurship
for small-business owners.

This year’s theme was
to “Indigenize the Valley”
with a retro throwback
theme, in attempts to recon-
nect individuals with their
Community elders and in-
crease awareness to other
metropolitan areas of In-
digenous contributions and
ingenuity prior to Arizona’s
statehood.

Festival-goers were

Artificial Red perform at the Indigenous

treated to many activities
throughout the day featuring
Indigenous Film Screen-
ings presented by Cahokia
PHX and Indie Film Fest,
the Inaugural Sacred Cy-
cle of Life Bike tour hosted
by RVSO + Heavy Pedal
Phoenix. Downtown Show-
down Skateboard Competi-
tion hosted by Seven Layer
Army Skateboards. An In-
digenous pop-up market fea-
turing over 120 Indigenous
artisans and food vendors.

A “Rez Fest” music festi-
val with two curated stages
showcasing local bands,
musicians, and cultural per-
formances. There was also
a Community Zone featur-
ing valley partners like the
Phoenix Suns and more. A
presentation called Growing
for the Future (Plants, Indig-
enous Foods) and musical
guests took place near the
Heard Museum that day as
well.

Tl T

onfributéd to” the

Peoples’ Day event. CPAO Photo
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Nike Store and Nike N7 host youth for “Only Basketball”

CPAO Staff
Communications & Public
Affairs Office

On Oct. 13, in collab-
oration with Nike and N7,
Native American youth
basketball teams, includ-

NN
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ing Gila River, gathered at
Tempe Marketplace’s Nike
store for its grand reopening
event, “Only Basketball.”
This event presented the
teams with fresh basketball
equipment and an opportu-
nity to hit the court. Phoenix
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Suns shooting guard Josh
Okogie was in attendance,
connecting with the youth.
“I love how the game
grows in the Native Ameri-
can community. It has been
great,” said Okogie, who
did a Q&A with the players

and participated in some of
the drills with the instruc-
tors.

Okogie also said he ap-
preciated the support for the
Suns from Arizona’s Na-
tive population and enjoyed
working with the youth. “I

Josh Okogie (center) poses for a photo with the youth participants at the “Only Basketball” event at

Tempe Marketplace where the youth enjoyed a basketball clinic. CPAO Photo

Josh Okogie greets and hi-fives all the Native
youth present for the Q and A portion of the event.
CPAO Photo

do it with great pride and
honor,” he said.

Gila River head coach
Brent Escalante had been
busy teaching the game
to youth during fall break
when  Robert Johnston,
head coach of AZ War-
riors, asked if he had a team
for the “Only Basketball”
event. Escalante had several
school-aged children eager
to attend.

“Gila River does an ex-
cellent job of getting their
kids out there and keeping
them active,” said Johnston.

Escalante said his play-
ers were excited to partici-
pate and learn more about
the game of basketball.

“They love these type of
events,” said Escalante.

The Nike Unite — Town
Lake, located at Tempe
Marketplace, set up a court
for drills and also opened
its doors for the players and
parents to attend the Q&A
with the Okogie. The action
then went outdoors, and the
players hit the hardwood for
a series of drills and instruc-
tion in their brand-new bas-
ketball sneakers courtesy of
Nike.

Okogie also posed for
a group photo and left the
court, but not after show-
ing off his 42.5-inch verti-
cal with a two-handed al-
ley-oop slam dunk.

What'’s In Our Name? New Exhibit Opening at

Submission by
S'edav Va'aki Museum

Phoenix, AZ — What’s
In Our Name? celebrates
the Museum’s name change
from Pueblo Grande to
S’edav Va’aki, a name cho-
sen by our tribal partners,
the O’0Odham, whose an-
cestors previously inhabited
the site. Names have power,
both emotionally and spir-
itually through oral histo-
ry. The City of Phoenix is
continuing on its journey of
healing with this renaming.

The exhibit will also
explore other ways in which
the Museum has grown
through an updated mission
statement, new interpreta-
tion signs, programing, and
ultimately, an entirely new

interpretation plan.

What’s In Our Name?
will be on display at S’edav
Va’aki Museum from No-
vember 7, 2023 through
June 2024.

S’edav Va’aki Museum
(formerly Pueblo Grande)
is a 1,500-year-old archae-
ological site once inhabited
by the Ancestral Sonoran
Desert People. Voted a
Phoenix Point of Pride and
listed as a National Historic
Landmark, the Museum of-
fers two accessible interpre-
tive trails on the prehistoric
site. Visitors view a plat-
form mound, ballcourt and
irrigation canals. Indoor ex-
hibits feature artifacts from
the site and hands-on activ-
ities. The Museum provides

preservation, education, and
collaborative interpretation
of the cultural history of the
Phoenix area and is man-
aged by the City of Phoenix
Parks and Recreation De-
partment.

Throughout the year,
S’edav Va’aki Museum of-
fers programs for visitors
of all ages. Check out www.
phoenix.gov/sedav-vaaki
or call (602) 495-0901 for
more information about
upcoming programs and
events.

S’edav Va’aki Muse-
um

4619 E. Washington
St., Phoenix, AZ 85034

(602) 495-0901

www.phoenix.gov/se-
dav-vaaki

The Museum is located
on the Southeast corner of
44th St. and Washington St.

Accessible by the Sky
Train and the Sky Harbor
Airport Light Rail Station
Stop

Follow us on Facebook

S’edav Va’aki Museum

@PuebloGrandeMuseum
and on Twitter @Pueb-
loGrande

Hours: Museum
Hours:  October through
April — Monday to Saturday
9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., Sunday
1 to 4:45 p.m. CLOSED

Sunday and Monday May
through  September and
most major holidays.
Admission: Adults $6,
Seniors (55+) $5, Children
(6-17) $3, under 6 are Free

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

THE GILA RIVER ROYALTY COMMITTEE

Number of Vacancies

Term of Service

Deadline

OPEN UNTIL FILLED

Community members interested in serving on the Gila River Royalty Committee
(GRRC) must submit a Letter of Interest to the Communications & Public Affairs Office,
(include your address and phone number). Provided below is the GRRC Purpose and

Terms of Membership outlining the qualifications, duties & responsibilities of the

positions.

The purpose of the Gila River Royalty Committee shall be to coordinate the annual Gila
River Royalty Pageant as well as oversee the travel itinerary and coordinating activities
within the Gila River Indian Community, State of Arizona agencies, and organizations

throughout the United States.

Membership to the Gila River Royalty Committee shall be open to any enrolled
members of the Gila River Indian Committee, of which, two seats will be specifically
filled by former Miss Gila River title holders

Members of the Gila River Royalty Community are expected to maintain a positive
attitude and influence to the Gila River Royalty.

Letters of interest can be submitted:

Communications & Public Affairs Office

PO Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

By Mail to :

Communications & Public Affairs Office

Attn: Royalty Committee
P.O. Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

By E-mail to:
missgilariver@gric.nsn.us

For more information please contact: 520-562-9713
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“Beauty of Native Art"” showcased at Native American Connections Parade

CPAO Staff
Communications & Public
Affairs Office

The “Beauty of Native
Art” was at the heart of the
Native American Connec-
tions (NAC) 39th Annual
Parade in Phoenix on Oct.
14. The long-running pa-
rade highlighted the arts
with local tribes and Native
American organizations

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis walks in the
2023 NAC parade CPAO Photo

participating in the Saturday
morning procession honor-
ing Arizona’s tribal commu-
nities.

The Gila River Indi-
an Community contributed
with entries, including Gov.
Stephen Roe Lewis, Lt.
Gov. Monica Antone, Gila
River Royalty, Ira H. Hayes
American Legion Post 84,
2023 Miss Indian Arizona

éF.an

2023-24 Miss Gila River
Thomas rides through the NAC

parade. CPAO Photo

Mavis

Contestant Kelsey Marti-
nez, among other GRIC
members and groups who
joined the fun.

The parade started on
3rd Street and Oak Street to
Indian School Road.

The Phoenix Indian
Center also hosted an open
house and social pow-wow
at Steele Indian Park fol-
lowing the parade.

Lt. Gov. Monica Antone greets others
on the parade route. CPAO Photo

2023-24 Miss Indian Arizona Sistine
Lewis and MIA contestants walk the

parade on Oct. 14. CPAO Photo

CELEBRATING
, 100 YEARS OF

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

& ]oih US December9, 2023
End our Centennial Year Celebration
10am-10pm

Games: Rides: Food: Music:
Tug of War  Carnival style, Feeding at Chicken
Chair Vollyball ~ Jumping lunch, Vendor Scratch &
Kick Ball Castles and food trucks  Traditional

Project Dream Catcher Elevates Female Native Entrepreneurs

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

On the morning of
Oct. 13, the Thunderbird
School of Global Manage-
ment at Arizona State Uni-
versity held their Project
Dream Catcher graduation.
The Freeport-McMoran
Foundation created Project
Dream Catcher in partner-
ship with the Thunderbird
School of Global Manage-
ment to build the capacity
of women business owners
from Arizona tribes.

Vonda Martinez, from
District 6, was one of 23
graduates representing the
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity. Martinez graduated
from the project with more
knowledge of running her
two businesses. A Com-

munity food pantry, found
in District 6, and a chair/
table and inflatable jumper/
bounce house rental compa-
ny named “Last Call Rent-
als.”

Martinez’s  entrepre-
neurial aspirations began
when she noticed the Com-
munity would reach out to
outside resources for chairs,
tables, and inflatable jump-
ers/bounce house rentals.
She thought to herself, “I
might as well do one, and
have it native-owned within
our Community,” she said.
Such a service could help
the Community by using
resources from within she
furthered.

“For the pantry, I saw
a need,” said Martinez. She
created the venture with an

aspiration to assist elders
and individuals with limited
income, little to no transpor-
tation, or access to stores.
“The pantry is open 24/7,”
said Martinez.

Gov. Stephen Roe Lew-
is also supported Martinez
for her hard work and dedi-
cation to the Dream Catcher
Program. “She is a leading
entrepreneur now, coming
back to the Community after
going through this program.
She is definitely going to be
a powerful and tremendous
asset in building our econo-
my back home.”

Martinez said she was
happy she went through the
program because it helped
her learn more in-depth
skills on how to run her
business as a running ma-

Vonda Martinez, District 6 standing with Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis in front of
the GRIC flag as a homage of including the flag at the Dream Catcher event.
Velia Moncada/GRIN

chine versus just attempt- do as a business, do it and to “rent from us for all your
ing to run it as it goes. “If also come here and you’ll chair and inflatable jumper
you see a passion in doing get more out of it,” she said. needs.”

something that you want to Lastly, she mentioned
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GRRC Honors Esther Manuel’s pefenseServices Office celebrates
its 20-year Anniversary

Retirement at Celebration

Esther Manuel, seated, holds a certificate of appreciation at her retirement
party on Oct. 13 at the Wild Horse Pass Casino Conference Center joined
by, from left, District 6 Council Representative Anthony Villareal, District 4
Council Representative Nada Celaya and Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis. CPAO
Photo

Family, friends, coworkers and tribal leadership attended a retirement party
in honor of Lone Butte Development General Manager Esther Manuel for
her 32 years of service. Manuel received several gifts including a certificate
of appreciation from Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis for her years of exceptional
service and leadership. CPAO Photo

District 6

Gathering

continues

preservation of Q'otham Indigeneity

Velia Moncada
Gila River Indian News

The Gila River Indi-
an Community celebrated
American Indian Day on the
third Friday in Sept. This
year saw it land on Sept. 15,
where Districts celebrated
in their own unique ways to
commemorate their Indig-
enous pride. The District 6
Service Center hosted sev-
eral days of Community
History, O’otham Language
Bingo, traditional food
cooking, learning of tradi-
tional singing and dancing,
and social activities on Sept.
21, 22, 27 and 28, which
culminated to their final so-
cial gathering in Kalka Park
on Sept. 30, for GRIC mem-
bers to learn more about
their O’otham Himdag.

Denise Jackson, Recre-
ation Coordinator, palnned
the District 6 Social Gath-
ering with encouragement
from a Community elder,
to incorporate O’otham cul-
ture. “I was told this way
began with our ancestors
and should be how we treat
each other; with love, care

and sharing” she said in an
interview with the GRIN.

Mike Tashquinth, Dis-
trict 6, and Barbara Parsons,
District 6, gave lessons on
Sept. 21 to Community
members about how the vil-
lages in the District 6 area
came to be and the first fam-
ilies who were here. Both
elders said to those in atten-
dance, “learn the language
and the O’otham Himdag, if
you don’t the outside world
is ready to take our land
away; it is important to our
identity as tribal members
and to keep the land.”

On Sept. 21, Jackson
and Parsons hosted O’oth-
am Language Bingo using
O’otham words and phras-
es.

Cooking of tradition-
al food was presented by
Jasper  Pilone, Tohono
O’odham Nation, teaching
how to make, Wiscojula
(Sweet Cookies) and chu-
math making was taught by
Cheyanne Jackson, District
6, on Sept. 27.

Hunter Nish, District 2,
assisted with tradition sing-

ing and dancing demonstra-
tions on Sept. 28., followed
by sharing of bird singing
and dancing by Jeffrey
Thomas, from Parker, Ari-
zona and Gaberiel Olmedo,
from Lehi, Arizona with
Bird Dancer Janie Foulke,
District 7.

The full slate of activ-
ities led to the larger event
on Sept. 30, beginning with
basket dancers and social
songs, along with samples
of traditional foods such
as Gaivsa (ground Corned
Soup), O’otham Poshol
(Soup of wheat berries,
brown tepary beans, and
meat), Skov chumath (lazy
man’s bread), and samples
of melons. Bird Singing and
Dancing was also on dis-
play throughout the gather-
ing. Also, songs from Peach
Springs, Arizona was shared
by Sterling Selana. The
evening concluded with a
giveaway dance with plenty
of goodies to give thanks to
all that attended to celebrate
the O’otham Himdag.

Submission by
Defense Services Office

Oct. 11, 2023 marked
the 20-year anniversary
celebration of Defense Ser-
vices Office, the Communi-
ty’s public defense office.

DSO invited commu-
nity members and special
guests to join in the celebra-
tion. Governor Stephen R.
Lewis offered welcoming
for the event, praising the
work of DSO and reminding
everyone of its service to
the Community in making
sure the accused are proper-
ly defended.

He acknowledged past
leadership for developing
the Community’s pub-
lic defense office two de-
cades ago and recognized
the event’s other speakers:
Community member Aaron
Sabori and Keynote Speak-
er Diane Enos from Salt
River Pima-Maricopa Indi-
an Community. In her key-
note speech, Ms. Enos men-
tioned the many times she
as SRP-MIC President and
Governor Lewis worked to-
gether on tribal issues in the
state and nationally.

Governor Lewis’ fa-
ther, the late Rod Lewis,
then General Counsel for
the Community, was one
of those leaders who were
instrumental in establishing
the department.

Next, Community
member Aaron Sabori, art-
ist and former paralegal of
DSO, spoke about the im-
portance of culture to be
instilled in Community de-
partments, such as DSO’s
15-person office. DSO is
comprised of 11 Native
employees of which six are
Community members.

Back in October of
2019, Mr. Sabori led a cul-
tural event for DSO. He
spearheaded the building
the Vatho that sits in front
of the office facing Bluebird
Rd. across from the Mul-
Chu-Tha fairgrounds park-
ing lot. Mr. Sabori recently
returned to reinforce the
Vatho and now will stand
tall for the next 20 years.

To close out the cele-
bration, Ms. Enos recounted
her many years as a pub-
lic defender in Maricopa
County, some of those years

while simultaneously serv-
ing on SRP-MIC Council.
She spoke of the humanity
of her clients. Throughout
her professional career, she
supported adult rehabilita-
tion and child development,
programs that address recid-
ivism and crime prevention.

As the night ended, Lt.
Governor stopped by to of-
fer encouraging words to
DSO staff members.  “In
the early 80’s, Due Process
to families was not avail-
able,” Lt. Governor said,
noting that the tribal judg-
es knew defendants needed
public defense representa-
tion. “I recall Mr. Ray Vaca
as the first director who
started the department. The
Defense office has come a
long way under the leader-
ship of Claude Jackson and
his team. Thank you defense
services for 20 years of ser-
vice to our Community.”

DSO thanks the Gov-
ernor, Lt. Governor, Tribal
Council and the Court for
its many years of support
and promises to maintain its
highest level of criminal de-
fense for its clients.

GILA RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT
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SACATON

FOR INFORMATION.
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CELESTINA.PEREZ@GRIC.NSN.US
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Dress your pet in their Halloween best and submit a photo
of your four legged friends in their spookiest costume!

Prizes will be awarded to: Best Costume, Spookiest Costume,
Funniest Costume Most Original Costume & Fan Favorite Costume

IST place winner in eacn caregory will win

r“ ---{‘--v"‘ el e 1o e | i 4 F
a 5100 gift card to Pelco

Dress your pet in Halloween costume and take photo.
Submit a clear photo of pet only

Email your photo fo Special.Events@gric.nsn.us Include
your pets name and costume description

Include pet owners full name, phone number & address
Contest is open to GRIC enrolled pet owners only
Winners must be able to pick up prize in person

All entries must be received by Friday October 27, 2023 by 5:00 p.m.

If you have questions please call (520) 562-9859

Oct. 20, 2023
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Announcements & Notices

GRICUA Pole Inspections

You may see crews from Pre-
mier Pole Inspections in the Communi-
ty conducting pole testing and inspec-
tions to the GRICUA and SCIP 69V &
12 kV systems. Proper pole inspection
and maintenance can help extend the
lifespan of utility poles, reducing the
need for frequent replacements and

lowering overall costs.

New Employee - David Clarke
GRICUA is happy to introduce
our new Meter Technician — David
Clarke. David started his career in
Denver as a Meter Tech contractor for
Xcel Energy in 2007. In September
of 2010, Xcel Energy hired David as
an Electric Metermen Apprentice.

David graduated the Metermen
Apprenticeship in June of 2013. After
finishing his apprenticeship, David
completed a two-year training program
from the Rocky Mountain Meter
School advancing from Journeymen
Metermen to Senior Metermen. Still
wanting to challenge himself David
left his position as Senior Metermen to
become a Relay Technician Apprentice
in the System Protection Department
for Xcel Energy working with both
Transmission Line and Distribution
voltages. David is married with two
beautiful daughters and it is his joy in
life to provide for his family.

District Days

GRICUA is happy to announce the
return of District Days!! It has been
nearly 3 years since GRICUA held
District Days. We are excited to get
back out into the Community to offer
customer service assistance and to
accept payments for electric bills and
propane.

Sacaton District Days at District 3
Multipurpose Building from 10:00 AM —
2:00 PM (electric and propane).

+ Wednesday, November 8th

+ Wednesday, December 6th

Komatke District Days at Komatke
Service Center from 10:00 AM - 2:00
PM (propane only).

* Thursday, November 9th

* Thursday, December 7th

REMINDERS

What’s New at GRICUA?

Bill Payment Options for GRICUA
Residential Customers:

- GRICUA Drop Payment Box

- Online (VISA and Mastercard
Credit/Debit Cards and E-check)

- GRICUA Mobile App

- By phone (520-796-0600, 24 hours
aday)

- By mail (6636 W. Sundust Rd., Box
5091, Chandler, AZ 85226

Call Before You Dig

GRICUA is a member of Arizona
Blue Stake. Please call 1-800-782-
5348 to request an underground line
locate of both GRICUA and SCIP on
reservation facilities.

GRICUA welcomes your
comments. You can email comments to
gricuacomments@gricua.net. You can
also go to our website at www.gricua.
net.

GRICUA's Hours of Operation

Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 4:00
PM.

Payments are accepted on-line
and by phone both during our normal
operating hours as well as afterhours.
If you have any questions regarding
your statement or payment options
please call during normal business
hours.

He’ekia a’al am oimed?

ke:k?

He’ekia ge’e s-ua:m ha:l
am hehem?

He’ekia ba:ban ‘o
hi’hink?

He’ekia nanakmel ap
neid?

ab fieid?

Clipart Courtesy Robert Johnson

He’ekia 0’0 Otham ab >{

00

He’ekia chu:chkud ha-ki:

He’ekia Chukud ha Thash Haichu ap fieid? SOLUTION!
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ha:l ‘o hehem.
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anakmel.

Go:k 0’0 Otham
am Ke:k.

Vaik ba:ban ‘o
hi’hink.
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m November 2, 2023

10:00 om - 2:00 pm
GRICUA
B636 W. Sundust Rd.
Chondler, AZ 85226
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« Hourly Gift Cord Giveoways

= Photo Booth

= Hounce House

= Bingo with Gift Bosket Prizes

= Comglimentory Food: Homburgers, Grilled Chicken, Boked Beans, Chips, and Refreshing
Drinks

= Quilding Tours

# |nformation Sessions: Leam obout our Bilfing Progroms, Mokile App, and Customer Portal

= Power Town Demonstration

= Engoging Gomes ond More

(W EJCANRTRAWATTETO
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a division of Southern Arizona Legal Aad. Inc

Attention Gila River Members!

Four Rivers has installed a new land line exclusively for
community members. To skip the voice recording and be directly
connected to the office, please contact us at 520-562-3902. You
can also contact us by using our current number 520-562-3369.

If you leave a voicemail, we will call you back!

l

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILARIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
TO: Manuel Hernandez, IN THE MATTER OF, MAR-
CARET ROBLES

CASE Number: PB-2023-00-18-DE

CIVIL NOTICE OF HEARING

Please take notice thal a Review Hearing has been
scheduled in the Gila River Indian Community Court.

This matter has been scheduled at the place and time
set forth below:

Monday, November 27, 2023 at 2:00 PM in Courtroom
VII, Westend Judicial Center,

4751 West Pecos Road, Laveen, AZ.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Gila River
Indian Community in the State of Arizona.

DATED this I6th day of October, 2023

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILARIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT
TO: Rochinda Thomas and Jerald Teller

IN THE MATTER OF, M.T.

DOB: 10/7/2017 - Minor Child(ren)

CASE Number: JC-2023-0208-CA

Summons

Petition for Customary Adoption

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTLFIED, a Petition for Cus-
tomary Adoption has been filed regarding your child/

children in the Gila River Indian Community Children’s
Court. The Coun has jurisdiction over this matter under
the Gila River Indian Community Children’s Code.
Answer/Response Hearing:

DATE: October27,2023

TIME: 11:00AM

LOCATION: Westend Judicial Center 4751 West Pecos
Road Laveen, AZ 85339

1

GO D-BACKS
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL ACTION SHEETS

Courtesy of the Community Council Secretary’s Office * Oct. 4, 2023

ACTION SHEET

Community Council; P.O. Box 2138; Sacaton,
Arizona 85147; Phone (520) 562-9720; Fax
(520) 562-9729

CALL TO ORDER

The First Regular Monthly Meeting of the
Community Council held Wednesday,
October 4, 2023, in the Community Council
Chambers at the Governance Center in
Sacaton, Arizona was called to order by
Governor Stephen R. Lewis at 9:04 a.m.
INVOCATION

Provided by Councilman Joey Whitman
ROLL CALL

Council Secretary Shannon White called the
roll

Executive Officers Present:

Governor Stephen R. Lewis

Lt. Governor Monica Antone

Council Members Present:

D1- Joey Whitman, Arzie Hogg; D2- Ann
Lucas; D3- Avery White, Joseph Manuel, Jr;;
D4- Christopher Mendoza, Jennifer Allison,
Nada Celaya, Lalena Jackson; D5- James
De La Rosa (9:18), Franklin Pablo, Sr., Brian
Davis, Sr.; D6- Anthony Villareal, Sr.(9:10),
Charles Goldtooth, Terrance Evans; D7-
Devin Redbird(10:00)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TOACCEPT
REPORT #1 AND #3; ACCEPT AND
APPROVE RESOLUTIONS #1 THROUGH
#26; AND ACCEPT AND APPROVE NEW
BUSINESS #1 ON THE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
APPROVE

THE REGULAR AGENDA AS PRESENTED
PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS
REPORTS

>1. 3rd Quarter Budget American Legion
Haskell Osife Antone Post 51

Presenters: David Anderson, Belen Lawlor,
Avery White

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2. 2023 Mul-Chu-Tha Report

Presenters: Roberto A. Jackson, Kelly
Whitman

REPORT HEARD

>3. FY 2023 1st Half Report Post 84 Activity
Report

Presenters: Tony McDaniel, Bill Dixon, Luis
Federico

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO GO
INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

4. Gila River Gaming Commission
Department Report to the Community
Council August 2023 (Executive Session)
Presenters: Gaming Commission Board, M.
Scott Sanderson, Lydia R. Acosta

HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

5. Gila River Gaming Enterprises, Inc.
Monthly Report August 2023 (Executive
Session) Presenters:  Kenneth  Manuel,
Dominic Orozco, Richard Strafella, Tony
DeMark, Robin Villareal, Majdi Kayyali,
Interim Oversight & Planning Committee
HEARD IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO EXIT
EXECUTIVE SESSION

[GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS CALLED
FOR A 15-MINUTE BREAK; MEETING
RECONVENED AT 11:42 AM ]
RESOLUTIONS

>1. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For Arizona Cancer Foundation
For Children Improving Outcomes For

Children  With Cancer Project (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval with correction and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenters: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>2. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For Arizona Humane Society,
Humane Teens: Animal Welfare, STEAM
Focused Service Learning Program (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>3. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Assistance League Of
Phoenix Operation School Bell® Wardrobes
For Children In Poverty Project (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>4. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For The City Manager’s Office Of
Sustainability Student Council Sustainability
Officer Initiative (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>5. A Resolution  Authorizing A
Grant Award From The Gila River Indian
Community's ~ State  Shared ~ Gaming
Revenues To The City Of Phoenix For Elevate
Phoenix Improving At-Risk Youths’ Academic
Success And Futures Project (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>6. A Resolution  Authorizing A
Grant Award From The Gila River Indian
Community's ~ State  Shared ~ Gaming
Revenues To The City Of Phoenix For Girl
Scouts — Arizona Cactus-Pine Council Girl
Scout Program (G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>7. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Heard Museum K-12
Free Admission Project (G&MSC forwards to
Council with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>8. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For Homeward Bound Career &
Community Services (G&MSC forwards to
Council with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>0. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s

State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For Human Services Campus,
Inc. Respire Shelter (G&MSC forwards to
Council with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>10. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Kid In The Corner
Penny Pledge Youth Suicide Prevention And
Mental Health Awareness Program (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>11. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For OCJ Kids Restoring Dignity
Room (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>12. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Phoenix AKArama
Foundation Ultimate Technology Extra-
Curricular Education Programs (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>13. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For The Phoenix Office Of Heat
Response And Mitigation Summer Outreach
And Communication Campaign (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>14. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Phoenix Parks And
Recreation Department Homestead Park
Playground Renovation (G&MSC forwards to
Council with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
15. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Phoenix Planning And
Development Department Rio Reimagined
Community Plan (G&MSC forwards to
Council with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

APPROVED WITH CORRECTION

>16. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Rosie’s House Free
Afterschool Music And Leadership Program
For Under-Resourced Kids (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>17. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For St. Mary’s Food Bank Skills
Center (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>18. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For The Opportunity Tree
Youth Transitions Program From Youth With
Intellectual And Developmental Disabilities
(G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>19. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For The Phoenix Symphony
Music Education Program (G&MSC forwards
to Council with a recommendation for
approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>20. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The
City Of Phoenix For Upward For Children
And Families Inclusive Early Care And
Education(G&MSC forwards to Council
with a recommendation for approval and
placement on the consent agenda)
Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>21. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Tempe For Treasures 4 Teachers Free
And Low-Cost Supplies For Teachers And
Students G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>22. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To
The Town Of Florence For Pinal County
Historical Society Upgrades To Property
Fencing (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>23. A Resolution Authorizing A Grant Award
From The Gila River Indian Community’s
State Shared Gaming Revenues To The City
Of Phoenix For Arizona Center For Nature
Conservation / Phoenix Zoo Outdoor Native
Species Conservation Complex (G&MSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval and placement on the consent
agenda)

Presenter: Cheryl Pablo

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>24. A Resolution Approving An Authorizing
An Agreement Between The Gila River Indian
Community And BOKF, NA For Fiscal Year
2024 (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement

Continued on next page
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on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix
ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>25. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
An Agreement Between The Gila River Indian
Community And RVK, Inc. For Fiscal Year
2024 (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix
ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
>26. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
An Agreement (Defined Benefits Plan)
Between The Gila River Indian Community
And Yoder & Langford, P.C. For Fiscal Year
2024 (G&MSC forwards to Council with a
recommendation for approval and placement
on the consent agenda)

Presenter: Treasurer Gary T. Mix
ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA
27. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And Dorsey & Whitney,
LLP For Fiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
APPROVE RESOLUTION'S #27 THROUGH
#35

28. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And DR Law PLLC
For Fiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

29. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And Jacobson, Magnuson,
Anderson & Halloran, P.C. For Fiscal Year
2024 (Executive Session) (G&MSC forwards
to Council in Executive Session with a
recommendation for approval)

Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

30. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And Lippes Mathias, LLP
For Fiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

31. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And Osborn Maledon, P.A.
For Fiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

32. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And Rothstein Donatelli,
LLP For Fiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

33. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River

Indian Community And Public Policy Partners
For Fiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

34. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And The Center For
Applied Research, Inc. For Fiscal Year 2024
(Executive Session) (G&MSC forwards
to Council in Executive Session with a
recommendation for approval)

Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27

39. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing
The Agreement Between The Gila River
Indian Community And Yoder & Langford,
P.C. ForFiscal Year 2024 (Executive Session)
(G&MSC forwards to Council in Executive
Session with a recommendation for approval)
Presenters: Thomas Murphy, Javier G.
Ramos

APPROVED AT RESOLUTION #27
ORDINANCES

1. The Gila River Indian Community Council
Hereby Amends Title 5, Criminal Code
Section 5.1522 And Section 5.1809 (LSC
forwards to Council with a recommendation
for approval)

Presenter: Anthony J. Hill

APPROVED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

>1. Gila River Farms FY24 Initial Budget
(G&MSC forwards to Council under New
Business with a recommendation for approval
and placement on the consent agenda)
Presenters; Gila River Farm Board, Benito
Alvarez, Jr., Kimberly Fisher

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
2. Tribal Opioid Litigation Payments
Permissible  Uses and  Reporting

Requirements (H&SSC forwards to Council

25

20

15

10

DistRicT 1 DisTrICT 2

DisTrICT 3

as FYI; G&MSC concurs)

Presenter: Sunshine Manuel

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TOACCEPT
3. OGC Employment Matter (Executive
Session) (G&MSC forwards to Council under
New Business in Executive Session for
discussion and action)

Presenter: Government & Management
Standing Committee

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
TERMINATE MR. THOMAS MURPHY FOR
CONVENIENCE EFFECTIVE OCTOBER
11, 2023 AT 5:00 PM

4. General Counsel Position (Executive
Session) (G&MSC forwards to Council under
New Business in Executive Session with a
recommendation for approval and to concur
with the Reviewing Committee)

Presenter: Thomas Murphy

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO
HIRE AND APPROVE THE ATTACHED
CONTRACT FOR JAVIER GARCIA RAMOS
AS THE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR
THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2023, AND
AUTHORIZE FOR AN EMPLOYEE ACTION
NOTICE TO BE PROCESSED PURSUANT
TO THE CONTRACT TERMS. THE OFFICE
OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL PROCEED
WITH THE RESOLUTION TO REAFFIRM
THE OGC CONTRACT

5. Certification of the Gila River Indian
Community 2023 Primary And Special
District Five Community Election Results
(LSC forwards to Community Council
with a recommendation to certify Gordon
Santos Jr.) (LSC forwards to Community
Council with a recommendation to certify the
Candidates for Governor and to be moved to
the General Election Stephen Roe Lewis and
Monica Antone) (LSC forwards to Community
Council with a recommendation to certify the
Candidates for Lt. Governor and to be moved
to the General Election Regina Antone
and David Anderson) (LSC forwards to
Community Council with a recommendation
to certify the Candidates for Associate Judge

COMMUNITY-WIDE CRIMES

(OcTOBER 1ST - OCTOBER 15TH)

DisTRICT 5 DISTRICT 6

DisTRICT 4

and be moved to the General Election Sheri
L. Cassa, Brianna L. Rhodes, Gwendolyn P.
Morago, Lucinda M. Nez, Charles W. Aragon,
Darren Pedro-Martinez, Danielle B. Allen,
Starlet Jones, Richard Cachola, Garren
Manuel)

Presenters: Nadine Shelde, Shannon White,
Javier Ramos

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY
THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
SPECIAL DISTRICT FIVE COMMUNITY
COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS AND
CERTIFY GORDON SANTOS, JR.

MOTION MADEAND SECOND TO CERTIFY
THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
2023 PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS,
AND CERTIFY THE CANDIDATES FOR
GOVERNOR: STEPHEN ROE LEWIS AND
MONICAANTONE

MOTION MADEAND SECOND TO CERTIFY
THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
2023 PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS,
AND CERTIFY THE CANDIDATES FOR
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR: REGINA
ANTONE AND DAVID ANDERSON
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO CERTIFY
THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
2023 PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS,
AND CERTIFY THE CANDIDATES FOR
ASSOCIATE JUDGE: SHERI L. CASSA,
BRIANNA L. RHODES, GWENDOLYN P.
MORAGO, LUCINDAM. NEZ, CHARLES W,
ARAGON, DARREN PEDRO-MARTINEZ,
DANIELLE B. ALLEN, STARLET JONES,
RICHARD CACHOLA, AND GARREN
MANUEL

MINUTES

1. September 20, 2023 (Regular)
APPROVED

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ LITIGATION TEAM MEETING FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 6, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M.
ADJOURNMENT

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:07 PM.
Denotes TABLED from previous meeting(s)
> Denotes a CONSENT AGENDA ITEM

B AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
HARSON
BURGLARY
B DRUG VIOLATION
B MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
SEXUAL ASSAULT
HSIMPLE ASSAULT
B THEFT

DisTrICT 7




Page 18 Gila River Indian News Oct. 20,2023

APPLY FOR

LIFETIME!!

» Must be a high school junior

~ » Must be an enrolled GRIC member
e Must be in good academic standing

» Must submit application and essay
e Deadline December 1, 2023

Visit www.gricua.net for more info

TECH SKILLS WORKSHOP

A FREE PROGRAM TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR TECHNOLOGY
QUESTIONS.
WE CAN HELP WITH:
COMPUTERS, TABLETS, AND SMARTPHONES E-MAIL
INTERNET AND WI-FI QUESTIONS VIDEO CALLS
WORK AND SCHOOL DOCUMENTS MUSIC AND VIDEO APPS
ONLINE SAFETY AND MORE!

Brought to you by:

ALL ARE WELCOME FOR THE DIGITAL DISCUSSION!
DISTRICT & DATES

Dé6: OCT. 3, 5,17, 19

D7: OCT. 10, 12, 24, 26

WORKSHOP TIME: 9AM TO 12PM

REGISTRATION OPTIONS

@ bit.ly/DCl-registration
(%) (520) 610-0990
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Free RAWHIDE

i EVENT CENTER
ParKking! 5.5 4gth strees

Chandler, Arizona

RS Flibhontos
\‘T;'cket" available| at Eventgroove.com, General Admission $40




