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St. Peter Indian Mission School takes 2nd place in 
robotics competition, heads to State Championship

To foster STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) education among 
Native American youth, Skyline 
Gila River hosted a FIRST (For 
Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology) Lego 
League (FLL) Qualifier robotics 
competition, tailored to Native 
American students on Dec. 14.

The event, a first for the 
school, featured 16 teams from 
in and around the Community 
including: Casa Blanca Commu-
nity School, Skyline Gila River, 
St. Peter Indian Mission School, 
and the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Gila River Indian Community, 
all competing for a chance to ad-
vance to the state championship.

FLL is a global robotics pro-
gram that introduces STEM to 
youth through hands-on learning 
with real-world problem solving.

Native American commu-
nities have historically been un-
derrepresented in STEM fields, 

facing challenges such as limited 
access to resources and education-
al opportunities. Recognizing the 
need to address this gap, Skyline 
Gila River partnered with organi-
zations like the I Rise Foundation 
and local STEM advocates.

The I Rise Foundation is a 
non-profit that provides STEM, 
athletic, and art programs to youth 
in Hispanic and Native American 
communities. Alberto Esparza, 
is the STEM teacher for Skyline 
Gila River and founder of the I 
Rise Foundation.

“I enjoy the staff, I enjoy the 
kids,” said Esparza. “My goal is 
to teach, bring more STEM op-
portunities to Skyline, get more 
kids to consider engineering ca-
reers, because it starts here. First 
Lego League is the beginning of a 
career in engineering.”

The FLL qualifier event 
brought together students, fam-
ilies, and volunteers. Each team 
was given a practice round and 

Emma Hughes
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Emma Hughes
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Students, teachers, volunteers, and families turn out for the FIRST 
Lego League qualifier event held at Skyline Gila River High School.   
Emma Hughes/GRIN 

Skyline Gila River Hosts 
FIRST Lego League Qualifier

In a proud moment for the 
students of St. Peter Indian Mis-
sion School, their robotics class 
secured second place at the FIRST 
Lego League (FLL) Qualifier, and 
advance to the state championship 
to be held on Jan. 18, at Arizona 
State University (ASU).

The FLL qualifier event was 
held at Skyline Gila River on 
Dec. 14, bringing together teams 
from across the Community and 
surrounding areas all eager to 
showcase their ingenuity and en-
gineering prowess.

The team, named ‘The Co-
conut Crabs,’ is comprised of 15 
students from St. Peter Indian 
Mission School in grades 5-8. 
They worked together to pro-
gram robots and complete timed 
missions. They will be the only 
Native American team compet-
ing in the state championship and 
representing the Gila River Indian 
Community.

Fifth grader Benjamin Thom-
as, helped push the team to their 
win. “I was shy since we first got 
up there, I was shaking. I just 
stopped and then started doing the 
right things that I can, doing my 
best,” said Thomas.

“He was the one that took 
us over the top. If it wasn’t for 
Ben, then we’d probably be like 
third or fourth place,” said JoEl-
len Kinnamon, the team’s teacher. 
Thomas partnered with teammate 
Brenton Miles, eighth grade, to 
complete the missions. 

“It was fun building the ro-
bots and the missions, and the 
coding was really great too,” said 
Miles. “The challenges are get-

ting the right measurements to 
get it to work and sometimes the 
wires are mixed up so it’ll be in 
different ones.”

Mikayla Lewis, eighth grade, 
shared that she didn’t know what 
to expect when she first began 
robotics, “I was just wanting to 
try something out but I got more 
into it. I started to like it and like 
all my teammates, working with 
them was fun. We had our dis-
agreements and our agreements 
but overall we’re a good team and 

I like robotics.”
While earning second place 

was an incredible achievement, 
what also set the team apart was 
their innovative project: an un-
derwater robot designed to study 
and preserve the deep ocean eco-
system and habitats. The innova-
tion garnered widespread acclaim 
from judges and fellow competi-
tors.

Students from the Casa Blanca Community School Thadai Lego 
Builders. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Students and staff from the St. Peter Indian Mission School Robotics class. Emma Hughes/GRIN

Underwater Robot model designed by students to study deep 
water ecosystems.  Emma Hughes/GRIN 

Continued on Page 3Continued on Page 3



Page 2 Gila River Indian News January 10, 2025

Please remember that all 
smoking is prohibited at all 
Gila River Health Care campus 
locations.

grhc.org

Gila River Indian Community CRISIS HOTLINE: 1-800-259-3449

988 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE: CALL OR TEXT 988

Scan the QR code to view more Gila River Health Care’s 
Information, and Events!

FAMILY PLANNING FAMILY PLANNING 
MOBILE Medical ClinicMOBILE Medical Clinic

Call or text us at (520) 371-0132

Scan the 
QR code to 
view our  
Clinical 
Services  
are for both 
men & 
women.

grhc.org/
familyplanning

A L L  S E R V I C E S  A R E  C O N F I D E N T I A L

We are 
flexible. 
Let us know 
what time 
works best 
for you!

GRHC Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital   8 am - 4 pm
Under Awning     

District 5 Multipurpose Building     8:30 am - 3:30 pm

District 2 Multipurpose Building    1 pm - 3:30 pm

District 4 Multipurpose Building    8:30 am - 3:30 pm

C L O S E D

C L O S E D

C L O S E D

District 1 Multipurpose Building    8:30 am - Noon

C L O S E D

District 6 By Komatke Health Center  9 am - 3 pm

C L O S E D

***The mobile unit is not handicap accessible.***

SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE   Approved: 12 /23 /2024
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 Active Parenting
District 3 New Beginnings Building

9:00AM - 12:00PM

Happy

New Year!

18

25

MondayMonday
Access our monthly calendar at

www.GRHC.org/BHS

(520) 610-3697 
BHSprevention@GRHC.ORG 

= In-person

= Online

= Mobile RV

CALL OR TEXT 988 FOR THE 
SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE 

 Gila River Indian Community 
CRISIS HOTLINE: 
1 (800) 259-3449

6

20

Scan this QR Code to see 
up-to-date events/activities!

1 2
 Yes to Life! Info Booth
District 3 Vendor Lot

11:00AM - 1:00PM

 Yes to Life! Info Booth
District 5 Gas Station

11:00AM - 1:00PM

 Current Drug Trends
12:00PM - 1:00PM

 Heroes Carry Narcan Booth
District 7 Service Center

11:00AM - 1:00PM
 Kahoot! Overdose Prevention

Family Night
District 6 Service Center

5:00PM - 6:30PM

 Adult
Mental Health First Aid

District 3
New Beginnings Building

8:30AM - 5:00PM

 Let’s Talk About Meth
District 7 Service Center

6:00PM - 7:00PM

 Heroes Carry Narcan Booth
District 1 Veteran’s Annex

11:00AM - 1:00PM

 Yes to Life! & Narcan Booth
District 6 Service Center

11:00AM - 1:00PM
 Storytelling Night

District 6 Service Center
6:00PM - 8:00PM

 Active Parenting (0-5 Yrs)
9:00AM - 12:00PM

 Heroes Carry Narcan Booth
District 2 Crossroads

11:00AM - 1:00PM
 Stress & Self-Care
5:00PM - 6:00PM

Gila River Prevention
Coalition Meeting

District 3 Service Center
10:00AM - 12:00PM

 QPR Suicide Prevention
12:00PM - 1:00PM

 Heroes Carry Narcan Booth
District 6

Pecos Rd. & 51st Ave.
11:00AM - 1:00PM

 Yes to Life! Info Booth
District 3 Gas Station

11:00AM - 1:00PM

 SafeTALK Suicide Prevention
District 3 Service Center

9:00AM - 12:00PM

 Heroes Carry Narcan Booth
District 5 Gas Station

11:00AM - 1:00PM

Tobacco/Vaping
12:00PM - 1:00PM

Yes to Life! & Narcan Booth
District 1 Service Center

11:00AM - 1:00PM

Heroes Carry Narcan Booth
District 3 Post Office
10:00AM - 12:00PM Kahoot! Overdose Prevention

Family Night
District 4 Service Center

5:00PM - 6:30PM

 Mental Health Awareness
& Hot Cocoa

District 6 Playground
Redbird Circle & Tashquinth Dr.

4:30PM - 5:30PM

Mental Health Awareness
& Hot Cocoa

District 3
South Housing Wipsmal Rd.

5:00PM - 6:00PM

 Let’s Talk About Meth
District 5 Service Center

6:00PM - 7:00PM

Happy New Year to  
Our Patients & Members of the 
Gila River Indian Community.

Respectfully,
Gila River Health Care

Thank you for choosing Gila River Health Care 
for your healthcare needs. We are grateful for your
trust and confidence, and are committed to 
providing you with the highest quality of care possible.

 We look forward to seeing you in the new year to come.

PATIENT NOTICE

NOROVIRUS
Norovirus (stomach flu) -- a very 
common and contagious illness 
that causes severe vomiting and 

diarrhea. Norovirus outbreaks are 
seasonal during colder months.

How does it spread?  
• Direct contact with infected individuals.  
• Consuming contaminated food or drinks.  
• Touching contaminated surfaces and then your mouth.

Symptoms 
• Nausea, stomach pain, fever, headache, body aches
• Watch for signs of dehydration, such as decreased urination, dry 

mouth, dizziness, crying with few tears, and unusual sleepiness. 

Prevention
• Cook your food thoroughly
• Hand sanitizers are not as effective as hand washing in killing 

Norovirus
• Stay home for 48 hours after symptoms end.

Treatment  
• Most recover within 1 to 3 days. 
• Focus on hydration and seek medical attention if unable to eat or 

drink, or if symptoms last for more than 3 days
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Gary Mix, Tribal Treasurer 
Shannon White,

Community Council Secretary

Material published in the Gila River Indian 
News may not be reproduced in any form 

without consent from the Gila River Indian 
Community

LETTERS POLICY: GRIN welcomes 
letters and columns from readers.  Let-
ters should be limited to 200 words and 
be in good taste.  Material that could be 
libelous or slanderous is not acceptable.  
All letters or columns should be signed 
with the writer’s true name, address and 
telephone number in the event GRIN 
may need to contact the writer.  Only 
the name of the writer will be printed in 
the paper.  Letters or columns without 
a complete signature, name, address or 
phone number will not be acceptable to 
GRIN for publication.  GRIN reserves 
the right to edit submitted materials for 
grammar, spelling, and content.  

Write to:
 Editor, GRIN
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
Published letters or columns do not neces-

sarily reflect the opinion of the
Editor or Gila River Indian Community.  

Emma Hughes
Emma.Hughes@gric.nsn.us

Acting Managing Editor
(520) 562-9852

Roberto A. Jackson
Roberto.Jackson@gric.nsn.us

CPAO Director
(520) 562-9851

For more information
GRIN@gric.nsn.us

(520) 562-9715

Gila River Indian Community
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
(520) 562-9715

www.gricnews.org

Governor
Stephen Roe Lewis

Gila River Indian News

District 1
Duane Jackson Jr.

Joey Whitman
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Ann M. Lucas

District 3
Avery White

Joseph Manuel Jr.

District 4
Jennifer Allison

Nada Celaya
Lalena Jackson
Leah Williams
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Brian E. Davis, Sr.
James De La Rosa
Franklin Pablo Sr.
Gordon Santos Jr.

District 6
Anthony Villareal, Sr.

Terrance B. Evans
Charles Goldtooth

District 7
Devin Redbird

Community Council 
Representatives

Lt. Governor
Regina Antone

Ceremony held for GRRC Pathways 
Mentorship Program Graduate

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

GRIC Department booths provide fun and festive activities for 
youth at the Christmas event on Dec. 13. Victoria Baker/CPAO

Crystal Rodriguez, Gila River Resorts & Casinos Pathways Mentee. 
Emma Hughes/GRIN

Gila River Resorts & Casinos 
(GRRC) celebrates another grad-
uate from their Pathways Men-
torship Program, developed to 
assist Gila River Indian Commu-
nity members who are employed 
with GRRC, to learn and develop 
career opportunities within the 
gaming enterprise.

Crystal Rodriguez, District 
6, completed her first year of 
the two-year Pathways Mentor-
ship program and was joined 
by GRRC leadership, staff, col-
leagues, family, and friends for a 
celebration on Dec. 19.

Rodriguez, has over 20 years 
of experience in gaming, with ten 
of those years in a management 
role. She’s held numerous posi-
tions within the Gila River Gam-
ing Enterprise (GRGE) and the 
Gila River Indian Community, 
including security, surveillance, 
gaming inspector, and internal au-
ditor. She also holds a Master of 
Business Administration Degree 
in Management and a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice.  

Most recently, Rodriguez has 
been surveillance site manager 
for the Wild Horse Pass Resort & 
Casino, GRRC’s largest proper-
ty. Now she begins a new role as 
Assistant Director mentee for the 
Marketing Department. 

“It’s been really exciting; 

special shout out to senior lead-
ership, to Mr. [Kenneth] Manuel, 
most importantly, and to all the 
departments who have helped me 
along the way to be where I’m at 
today,” said Rodriguez.

Rodriguez shared that gam-
ing has always been a passion of 
hers and she didn’t want to step 
away from that completely. She 

chose marketing because it will 
still allow her to work with many 
aspects of the enterprise.

“Marketing touches every 
department, they work with gam-
ing, they work with operations, 
whether that’s food and beverage, 
slots, table games, bingo, all of 
those things, even back of house 
stuff,” said Rodriguez. “I felt like 
this was the best place that I was 
going to get value in when it came 
to my growth.”

“I think she’s going to do 
great in marketing because she’s 
very much a visionary; she goes 
with the overall goal of bringing 
entertainment to our community 
and to the surrounding communi-
ties as well,” said friend and for-
mer co-worker Darius Pedro. “I 
know she’ll do great.”

The Pathways Mentorship 
Program offers its mentees a 
unique opportunity to learn about 
every aspect of the enterprise and 
its departments. Program partici-
pants spend one-year shadowing 
different departments that com-
prise the GRRC operations. 

The holiday season in the 
Community brings a sense of uni-
ty and joy as Tribal Social Ser-
vices (TSS) hosted their annual 
Christmas Event for families on 
Dec. 13 at Gila River Resorts & 
Casinos - San Tan Mountain. 

This year’s event was full 
of festive fun despite some chal-
lenges. With a change in location 
just days before the celebration, 
the event team worked hard to 
secure a new venue, enlisting 
the support of Community direc-
tors and the Gila River Casino to 

make it happen.
Despite the last-minute 

changes, the party was a hit. 
Several Community departments 
stepped up to make the day spe-
cial for the children, setting up 
game booths that included activ-
ities like making your ornament, 
corn hole, and even creating 
vision boards. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus brought smiles to the faces 
of every child, while TSS volun-
teers kept the holiday spirit alive 
by painting faces and distributing 
gifts to the kids.

Thanks to generous dona-
tions, the event was even sweeter. 

Gila River Farms donated fresh 
citrus for attendees, and elders 
from the Community baked deli-
cious cakes that added a special 
homemade touch. The Communi-
ty’s support was evident through 
donated toys and gifts collected 
throughout November. While 
gifts for younger children and 
teens are always in high demand, 
the Community rallied to meet 
the need.

To ensure inclusivity, TSS 
worked closely with caterers to 
provide kid-friendly food, includ-
ing chicken tenders, fries, pasta, 
and cookies. The event also start-
ed with a blessing, a tradition that 
honors the Community’s cultur-
al values. TSS plans to expand 

on cultural activities for future 
events, partnering with Tribal 
Education and the Huhugam Her-
itage Center to bring even more 
traditions to life. Alex Villalobos, 
Training Coordinator added, “We 
were planning on having a sen-
sory friendly time for our clients 
who can get over stimulated but 
with our change in venue and 
time, we weren’t able to do that 
this year. We do plan on doing 
that next year so that we are more 
inclusive.”

With the support of local 
businesses, departments, and gen-
erous volunteers, the Gila River 
Christmas event was a reminder 
of the strength and love within the 
Community.

Tribal Social Services hosts Christmas Party for Youth 

Victoria Baker 
CPAO Intern

Tribal Social Services partnered with GRIC departments to provide 
Christmas gifts to the youth. Victoria Baker/CPAO

NOTICE

The Gila River Indian News (GRIN) will be returning to a bi-weekly 
publication beginning in January 2025. For a complete schedule of 
the GRIN, please visit gricnews.org 
 
For more information, please contact (520) 562-9715 or email 
GRIN@gric.nsn.us

three competing rounds to pre-
form autonomous robotic mis-
sions to be completed within min-
utes.

“It is a best of three, so what-
ever their highest round of all 
three tournament rounds, that’s 
the score that counts towards their 
game missions. But this region-
al tournament has three different 

components,” said Matt Lewis 
with the I Rise Foundation.

“It has a research component, 
a game mission component, and a 
judge interview component. Each 
of those is scored a little bit differ-
ently and are valued in a different 
percentage way, so they cannot 
necessarily be the highest scorer 
on the game missions and still 
win this whole tournament if they 
do well on their research and their 
judge interview.”

From the From the 
Front PageFront Page
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Ever wonder why 
O’otham point with their 
heads, and lips?  For that 
possibility, we will have 
to take a giant leap back-
ward in time, before mod-
ern conveniences.  Imag-
ine mom sitting under the 
va’tho weaving her basket. 
She instructed her daugh-
ter to bring more cattail 
for her weaving. “Him ko 
‘e bekai heg uḍvak vuḍa, 
thoakam amai.” (Go bring 
another bundle of cattail 
and set it down there.) As 
she instructed her daughter, 
she did not want to release 
tension from her hands 
in weaving the basket to 
point, so she had used her 
head and lips to point.  She 
most likely, held a splint of 
devil’s claw in her mouth, 
in preparation for the next 
stitch.

If we examine the 
distance more closely, we 

see that she said “amai” 
(there) away from her.  If 
she wanted the bundle of 
cattail close to her would 
have said “i:ya” (close 
by).  So, now we read that 
“i:ya” means (close by) 
and “amai” means (there), 
away from an O’otham at a 
distance.  Another form of 
close is “mia” (near, next 
to). If mom had wanted the 
bundle of cattail right next 
to her, she would have in-
structed her daughter “Pt ‘o 
ñmiabithk thaiwañ.” (Set it 
down next to me.)

These are three exam-
ples of (there, close by and 
next to) and can still be spo-
ken today.  Now, we will 
come back forward to our 
present time.  Did you ever 
have to ‘dispatch’ an intru-
sive ‘critter’ in your house?  
Back in the day, when we 
lived in our sandwich style 
home, it was not uncom-
mon to find certain ‘critters’ 
inside our home.  After we 
had dispatched a large scor-
pion, we were instructed by 

mom, “M gu hu bekai heg 
nakshel koli thap!” (Take 
the scorpion over there to 
the fence!).  We read that 
“gu hu” means (at a great-
er distance) away from a 
place. In that case “gu hu” 
was the distance from the 
house to the fence, which 
was about fifty-yards.

Another time, a ko’i 
(rattlesnake) had crawled 
behind our firewood box. 
Once again, we had dis-
patched ko’i, before we 
removed the carcass from 
the house. Grandma had 
instructed us, “Gam g hu 
‘ia’wua ko’i shai thap!” 
(Throw away the rattler 
way over there into the 
bushes!) In that case, we 
had left our yard entirely 
and took the dispatched 
ko’i into the desert at a 
great distance from our 
house. We read that “gam g 
hu” means far away. In that 
instance “gam g hu” meant 
a quarter-mile walk into the 
desert. 

In this last example of 

“at a great distance,” one of 
our cousins had attended 
boarding school at Sherman 
near Riverside, California. 
The grownups often spoke 
of him and said, “Gaḍ hu 
mamshchamtham Wesley, 
Mondelai thap.” (Far away, 
out of sight, Wesley is at-
tending school in Califor-
nia). We have read about 
distances that separates an 

O’otham from objects and 
persons from near, far, and 
far away in the distance out 
of sight.  These are only a 
few examples of distances.  

Practice saying these 
phrases in your everyday 
lives. Speak with an Elder 
or Speaker and see what 
other phrases for distanc-
es are possible. Phrases 
may be slightly different 

between the villages. The 
word search will challenge 
your memory of distances 
in O’otham.

A special Thank You 
to Community Elders for 
sharing their knowledge 
of O’otham Ñeo’ok which 
made this article possible. 

2025 O’otham Distances Near and Far 

Submitted by
Huhugam Heritage 
Center

2025 Distances in O’otham, match the phrases with their picture! 
 

Clip Art Courtesy of Robert Johnson 

  

 

 

 

 
I ‘va:k!  Thaiwañ i:ya! 

 

 
Viappoi gam g hu haichu ñeidakuḍ 
hekaj.  

 

 
Vachvi heg ‘e shoiga mia vakonakuḍ!  

 
 
Huai am oimeḍ gam hu thoa’ag thap. 

 

 
Sap ha thoa:in heg huasa’a amai 
gegosthakuḍ tha:m. 

 

 
Manth ‘o me: gam g hu nolavthakuḍ 
wui. 
 
 

 

 

**NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT**
RESIDENT NON-MEMBER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 31, 2025

• All non-member residents 18 years of age and older must register their residency with the Enrollment
 Department by January 31st each year.

• Previously registered non-member residents will receive a renewal form by mail. All other non-member
 residents should contact the Enrollment Department.

• The Registration Form can be submitted in person at the Enrollment Office, a photo ID is required. 

• Registration Forms can be submitted by email, fax or mail, notary is required. 

The Community’s Residency Ordinance requires all adults (18 years of age and older) who are not enrolled 
members of the Gila River Indian Community, but who reside within the boundaries of the Community to register 
their residency.

Phone: (520) 562-9790
Fax: (520) 562-8103
Email: enrollment.dept@gric.nsn.us

Contact Information:

Mailing Address:
PO Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85147

Physical Address:
525 W Gu U Ki
Sacaton, AZ 85147
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Equipped with a cam-
era, the underwater robot 
can navigate deep underwa-
ter conditions, collect data 
on marine life, and monitor 
environmental changes.

Along with the project 
presentation, the students 
kept a record of their cod-
ing books and shared them 
with the judges, who then 
requested to keep the cop-
ies as examples because it 
wasn’t anything they had 
seen before. “I think that 
was a nice compliment,” 
said Kinnamon. 

The team also received 
an award for their public 
speaking abilities.

Mia Pico, eighth grade, 
said it was her first time 
competing. “I really liked 

it. I didn’t work on robots 
but I had to talk to the judg-
es and I was like the main 
speaker. I don’t really like 
to talk so it really brought 
up the confidence in me,” 
said Pico.  

As the St. Peter Indi-
an Mission School robot-
ics class celebrates their 

hard-earned victory, their 
accomplishment serves as 
a reminder of the power of 
innovation and the bright 
future of STEM education. 
For these young engineers, 
the journey is far from 
over—it’s only just begin-
ning as they head to state 
championship.

Team Coconut Crabs during the FIRST Lego League Qualifier event at Skyline Gila 
River on Dec. 14. Photo Courtesy of Skyline Gila River

From the From the 
Front PageFront Page

Underwater Robot model equipped with a camera was  
designed by students to study deep water ecosystems. 
Emma Hughes/GRIN
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Announcements & Notices

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA

IN THE MATTER OF: 
RYAN LEANDER SHELDE  
Petitioner/Plaintiff
VS.
MISTY THUNDER
Respondent/Defendant 

Case No.: FM-2024-0065-PT

SUMMONS
Civil Division 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that a civil action 
has been filed against you in the Gila River Indian 

Community Court. 

YOU shall respond at an Answer/Response Hearing 
regarding this matter on:

Monday, January 13, 2025 at 2:00 PM in Courtroom 
VII Westend Judicial Center,  

4751 West Pecos Road, Laveen, AZ 
 

YOU may respond in writing. However, even if you do 
so, your presence at the Answer/Response Hearing is 
still required. If a written answer or response is made, 

it shall be filed and served before the date of the 
hearing, unless the time is extended by the Court. 

 
If you fail to appear and defend, judgment by 

default will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint or petition.

COURT NOTICE

Lewis, Robi Corey - Initial Guardianship 
Hearing and Permanency and Review Hearing 
Mother Marissa Francisco (DOB: 03/13/1999) 
Minor: C.M.L.F. (DOB: 0208/2020)
Case: J-23-0026

Court Date: January 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM 
COURTROOM #3. 1st FLOOR

FAILURE TO APPEAR CAN AFFECT YOUR RIGHTS

JURISDICTION: SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT ADDRESS: 10040 E. 
OSBORN RD. SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85256
CONTACT: (480)362-6315

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,
Andrew Johnson - Court Clerk
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Tribal 
Court
10,040 E. Osborn Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 
(480) 362-6315

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA

LUIS ROSAS SANDOVAL 
Petitioner/Plaintiff 
 
VS.

MONIQUE BARRERA 
Respondent/Defendant 

Case Number: FM-2024-0067-PT

SUMMONS 
Civil Division

TO: Monique Barrera
PO Box 100, Laveen, AZ, 85339

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that a civil action 

has been filed against you in the Gila River Indian 
Community Court.

YOU shall respond at an Answer/Response Hearing 
regarding this matter on:

Monday, January 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM in 
Courtroom VII, 

Westend Judicial Center, 
4751 West Pecos Road, Laveen, AZ.

YOU may respond in writing. However, even if you do 
so, your presence at the Answer/Response Hearing 
is still required. If a written answer or response is 
made, it shall be filed and served before the date of 
the hearing, unless the time is extended by order of 
the Court. 

If you fail to appear and defend, judgment by 
default will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint or petition. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
is announcing the 30-day public comment period for air quality operating permits for the 
following facilities:

Facility Name Facility 
Type

Permit Action District Significant 
Air 
Pollutants*

Sacaton Grocery 
& Gas

Gas Station New Permit 3 VOCs

Santan Casino Casino New Permit 4 NOx, CO

Wild Horse Pass 
Hotel & Casino

Hotel/
Casino

Renewal 4 NOx, VOC, 
CO, PM, 
PM10, PM2.5

Lone Butte 
Casino

Casino Renewal 4 NOx, CO

Sheraton Wild 
Horse Pass

Hotel Renewal 4 NOx, CO

Vee Quiva Hotel 
& Casino

Hotel/
Casino

Renewal 6 NOx, CO

* “Significant” means the following air pollutants have the potential to be emitted at quantities greater 
than one ton per year: NOx = Nitrogen Oxides; VOC = Volatile Organic Compounds; CO = Carbon 
Monoxide (CO); PM = Particulate Matter; PM10 = PM <10 Microns; PM2.5 = PM <2.5 Microns

Public Notice Start Date: January 10, 2025
Public Notice End Date: February 10, 2024

Public comments will be accepted in writing until the public notice end date, after which staff 
will review and respond to all the comments received.

Any person may submit a written comment or a request to the DEQ to conduct a public hearing 
for the purpose of receiving oral or written comments on the -proposed air quality operating 
permits. Such comments and requests shall be received by the DEQ within 30 days of the date 
of the first publication notice. A written comment shall state the name and mailing address of 
the person, shall be signed by the person, his agent or his attorney and shall clearly set forth 
reasons why the permit should or should not be issued. Grounds for comment are limited to 
whether the proposed permit meets the criteria for issuance prescribed in the GRIC Code: 
Title 17, Chapter 9 of the Air Quality Management Plan. Only persons who submit written 
comments may appeal a permit decision. 

Copies of the permit application, the proposed permit, and relevant background material will be 
available for review on the AQP website at:

http://www.gricdeq.org/index.php/education--outreach/public-notices.

Requests and written comments may be delivered or mailed to:

Gila River Indian Community
Department of Environmental Quality

Attn: Ryan Eberle
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2139, Sacaton, AZ 85147

For further information or to schedule an in-person review, please contact Ryan Eberle at (520) 
796-3781 / air@gric.nsn.us.

2025 Distances in O’otham, match the phrases with their picture! Solution! 
 

Clip Art Courtesy of Robert Johnson 

  

 

 

 

 
I ‘va:k!  Thaiwañ i:ya! 

 

 
Viappoi gam g hu haichu ñeidakuḍ 
hekaj.  

 

 
Vachvi heg ‘e shoiga mia vakonakuḍ!  

 
 
Huai am oimeḍ gam hu thoa’ag thap. 

 

 
Sap ha thoa:in heg huasa’a amai 
gegosthakuḍ tha:m. 

 

 
Manth ‘o me: gam g hu nolavthakuḍ 
wui. 
 
 

 

 

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
STATE OF ARIZONA

MELISSA JENNIE HOWARD
VS.
CODY CHACON

Case No. CV-2024-0110-MO 

CIVIL BENCH WARRANT

IN THE NAME OF THE GILA RIVER INDIAN 
COMMUNITY COURT: TO ANY TRIBAL POLICE 
OFFICER, TRIBAL RANGER OR ANY POLICE 
OFFICER OF THE STATE:

YOU, are hereby commanded to arrest the above 
named person, Cody Chacon, and bring HIM/HER 
before this Court to Answer to:

FAILURE TO APPEAR FOR:
Review Hearing 

on 02/06/2025 at 9:30 AM

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
STATE OF ARIZONA

ALIZIA MONICA BUSTOS 
Petitioner/Plaintiff 

VS. 

TRE JORDAN SIMS 
Respondent/Defendant

Case No. FM-2024-0059-PT 

SUMMONS 
Civil Division

TO: Tre Jordan Sims 
2022 N 28th Pl, Phoenix, AZ 85008

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that a civil action 

has been filed against you in the Gila River Indian 
Community Court. 

YOU shall respond at an Answer/Response Hearing 
regarding this matter on:

Tuesday, February 18 2025 at 1:00 PM in 
Courtroom I,

AKIMEL O’OTHAM LODITHA KUD KI,
721 West Seed Farm Road, Sacaton, AZ

YOU may respond in writing. However, even if you do 
so, your presence at the Answer/Response Hearing 
is still required. If a written answer or response is 
made, it shall be filed and served before the date of 
the hearing, unless the time is extended by order of 
the Court. 

If you fail to appear and defend, judgment by 
default will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint or petition.

GRIC COURT DATE NOTICE

IN THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY COURT 
STATE OF ARIZONA

ORLANDO LEE ESCHIEF 
Petitioner/Plaintiff 

VS. 

JANICE MAYFERN SOKE 
Respondent/Defendant

Case No. FM-2024-0053-PT 

SUMMONS 
Civil Division

TO: Janice Mayfern Soke 
39 W Chiadag St, Sacaton, AZ 85147

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED, that a civil action 
has been filed against you in the Gila River Indian 
Community Court. 

YOU shall respond at an Answer/Response Hearing 
regarding this matter on:

Monday, February 10, 2025 at 10:30 AM in 
Courtroom VII, Westend Judicial Center, 4751 West 

Pecos Road, Sacaton, AZ

YOU may respond in writing. However, even if you do 
so, your presence at the Answer/Response Hearing 
is still required. If a written answer or response is 
made, it shall be filed and served before the date of 
the hearing, unless the time is extended by order of 
the Court. 

If you fail to appear and defend, judgment by 
default will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint or petition.
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NEED HELP BUILDING 
YOUR BUSINESS? 

BUSINESS PLAN ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

CONTACT YOUR BUSINESS  COACHES
AT

(520) 796-2454 OR INFO@THEPLFC.COM
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